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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Wednesday 4th December 2013
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr Ron Hodge
Mr Keith Hudson




Mr James Woolstenholmes
0 members of the public 



PCSO’s Phil Davis and Angie Wilson
Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 171
Apologies for absence –Mr Rob Sherriff, Mrs Jenny Lloyd, Mrs Marilyn Russell, Mr Alan Spackman, Ms Hazel Lambert, CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Mr Robin Carter and DC Mr Terry Rogers

Open Meeting 7.35pm
Item 172
Open Forum – No Public present
Item 173
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out several Ecops’ reports concerning car thefts, break ins catalytic converter thefts and general security updates.  PCSO’s Davis and Wilson also reported a theft of a Caravan in Earith and some outboard motors from Needingworth.  PCSO Davis presented the latest crime figures to the Council with the biggest increase in crime concerning vehicle crime and thefts from cars.  Domestic violence issues have also increased.  Overall the crime rate since Nov 2012 has dropped by 3.5%
Item 174
County Council and District Council Reports – DC Mr Robin Carter emailed a report concerning updates in Hereward.    HDC have removed the brambles and trimmed back the tree.  Fallen crab apple fruit still remain a problem but this is being looked into.  Road repairs in Greenfields are still ongoing.  HDC have sent a leaflet concerning savings to be made and are asking for resident’s views as service budgets are still being reviewed at present. 
(Close open Meeting) 7.55pm
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 175
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted – Dispensation received from Miss Ann Brennan concerning item 193.  Dispensation granted.
Item 176
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Mrs Julie Seamark and Mr Ron Hodge declared an interest in item 179 – Planning application 1200231FUL
Item 177
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 7th November 13

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the minutes should be signed.  All in favour.
Item 178
Matters arising – None
Item 179
Planning – Application Reference – 1301680FUL – Two storey extension to side and rear following demolition of utility area – 29 Cooks Drove, Earith.   The Clerk drew the Councillors attention to the fact that one letter of objection had been received.

Resolved - Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded to accept this application.
All in favour

Application Reference – 1200231FUL – Retrospective change of use of part site from agricultural/horticultural use for the siting of a mobile home – Amenity land Colne Road, Earith – Further information to be discussed.  The Councillors discussed this item at length.

Resolved – Mr James Woolstenholmes proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the application is approved with a codicil that the mobile home will not be used as a permanent residence.  It should be a temporary dwelling only to be used for the purpose of animal husbandry.  The remaining two Councillors agreed.


Planning inspectorate Ref – 2196663 Land between 3-7 High Street – Appeal decision approved 
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Item 180
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman wished to convey congratulations to Mr & Mrs Ron Hodge for their 60th wedding anniversary.  She also wanted to thank Mr Ron Hodge, Miss Ann Brennan and Ms Hazel Lambert for sorting out the Christmas lights.  Miss Brennan confirmed that the lights would be PAT tested and checked in September 2014.

The Chairman confirmed that  the Queens Diamond Jubilee committee had organised an unveiling ceremony on Saturday the 14th December at 1.30pm concerning the Bandy Player statue in the Pond.


The Chairman, Miss Ann Brennan and the Clerk attended the Code of Conduct training session held at Woodhurst and the Chairman reported that all procedures were being correctly followed by the Clerk.


The Chairman and the Clerk also attended the Parish Council Conference on 3rd December which highlighted the fact that the County Council needed to make savings of 37million pounds which might mean that the Town and Parish Councils may need to take on some services if they cannot be provided by the higher tiers of Government.  Local Joint Committees are to be formed to discuss these issues and individual Parish Councils can then work together to enable services to be continued.  

There will be a meeting at the Hunts Forum on 24th January 2014 at the Maple Centre.
Item 181
Parish Council Representatives Report – 
Road Safety and HCV – Mrs Marilyn Russell attended the Road Safety meeting on behalf of Mr Jeff Nicholls and a report will be given by Mrs Russell at the January meeting.  A meeting was held at Bluntisham Village Hall to discuss the A14 upgrade plans.  County Councillor Shailesh Vara attended this meeting and he was lobbied at length by the HCV committee.
Footpaths and bridleways – no report
Allotments – Mr Ron Hodge reported that there was a large problem with Rats at the allotments.  Rat poison is to be purchased by Mr Ron Hodge

Resolved – Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr James Woolstenholmes seconded to allow Mr Hodge to purchase the poison on behalf of the Parish Council with the cost to be refunded to Mr Hodge in January.  All in favour
Village Pond – All tree pollarding now complete
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – swings still need to be looked at.  Miss Ann Brennan to arrange this.  Grants can be obtained for improvements to Playgrounds and the Clerk is to look into this.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – Miss Ann Brennan reported that there had been 10 applications to Skeeles for grants.  Seven grants for Further Education needs were allowed, 2 applications were also received from the School and 1 grant failed as it was for Hills Road.
Earith Town Estate update – no report
Crime prevention and neighbourhood watch/hunts forum – report given by PCSO’s during the Open Forum.
Item 182
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – 

24 Cooks Drove – Further letter sent concerning improvements to be made to this hedge

1 Hermitage – Debris now at the front of the house and away from the Pavement.  No further action to be taken

59 Greenfields – Further letter to be sent as no action has been taken following on from the site visit.

Doctors Surgery – some small briars are overhanging the path and the Chairman is to look into this.


The Curates House – The Chairman reported that the Curate is happy carry out the necessary work that needs to be done to clear this area.
Item 183
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Colne Road, Darford, High Street drains are all blocked and full – HDC Operations department is to carry out this work

Car Parked on Green – The Clerk has prepared a new notice for cars parked on the Green and has emailed this to the Councillors for action if needed.
Item 184
CIL Levy Update for consideration– The Clerk has received correspondence setting out legal criteria for accepting CIL payments.  The acceptance of the CIL Levy was discussed and it was decided to accept any CIL monies given on a twice yearly basis.

Resolved – Mr James Woolstenholmes proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded to accept the CIL Levy.  All in favour
Item 185
Local Highway Improvement Initiative – Application for new bids – It was decided that the Chairman and Clerk should put forward a bid for improvements to the one way system in Chapel Road.  Increased signage and better road markings are needed.
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Item 186
CCC New Charter – discussion and comments to be noted – The Council discussed the proposal to form a new constitution by the County Council and they highlighted the remuneration section for comment.  These changes are specific to the County Council and do not impact on the Parish Council.  Further information can be noted via the link  


http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/democracy/constitution/

Item 187
100th WWI Commemoration in 2014 – discussion concerning action to be taken – A tree is to be sourced to mark this occasion.  Mr Ron Hodge and Ms Hazel Lambert will organise this.  The Clerk is to contact the Royal British Legion to ask for the names of the soldiers from Earith who died in both the WW campaigns so that a permanent plaque can be erected at the memorial. 
Item 188
Newsletter – review and distribution to be discussed – This item is to be moved to the January agenda.
Item 189
Dog Fouling Signage – review to assess if more signs are needed – The Clerk is to contact the HDC Dog Warden to ask them to patrol the village and replace the signs once the street lighting changes have been carried out.  An article will be placed in the Earith Echo and the Newsletter concerning the diseases that can be spread via dog faeces.

Item 190
Donations to be discussed – a) Christmas Decorations





           b) Royal British Legion


a) Christmas Decorations have been purchased by the Chairman for use in the Village Hall


b) Royal British Legion – the Parish Council are to donate an additional £60.00 to the Royal British Legion.


Resolved – Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that this should be accepted.  All in favour

Item 191
Village Hall Closure Plans – date to be determined for work to be carried out to the floor – The Chairman and the Clerk are to remove some floorboards within the Village Hall on Saturday the 28th December 2013.  The Clerk is to contact builders for quotations and send letter to the Hall Hirers to inform them that the Hall will be closed at some point during the New Year.  Due to the timescales involved it was accepted that the Finance Committee would be responsible for accepting quotations for this work to be carried out once quotations had been received.
Item 192
Skate Park Consultation – Date to be agreed – The Clerk is to issue letters to those householders who are directly adjacent to the Recreation Field and we are to ask for their comments.  The comments of these householders will determine the need for a public meeting.  If any resident wishes to make any comments concerning a possible permanent Skate Park within the village then can they please contact the Clerk who will co-ordinate the comments for presentation to the Parish Council.

Item 193
ECA Field Lease Renewal – notices to be put on the Notice Boards and charges to be reviewed 


The Clerk is to put notices on the boards confirming that the ECA field lease is up for renewal in the New Year.  The field needs to be maintained at all times, with the grass regularly cut and fences maintained all as part of the lease.  The charges are to remain as last year with no increase.

Resolved – Mr James Woolstenholmes proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the cost should remain the same.  All in favour 

Item 194
Finance – a) Payments to sign off


    b)  Precept and budget FY2014/2015
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 32 hrs. @ £10.04
	321.28
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989, s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	271.68
	2567
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker 9 hrs. @ £7.28
	65.52
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	Xx
	Expenses
	7.66
	
	
	

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	87.98
	2568
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE November 2013
	
	71.20
	2569
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2570
	LGA1953,s.4

	Xx
	River Island Maintenance Work
	
	540.00
	
	PHA 1936, s.260

	Xx
	Pond Maintenance
	
	745.00
	
	PHA 1936, s.260
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	Total for General Estate work for MSP Services
	£1285.00
	
	2571
	

	Mr Ron Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	17.90
	2572
	PHA 1936, s.260

	EVA
	Earith Echo
	
	220.00
	2573
	LGA 1972, s.133

	ECDO2 RBL
	Remembrance day wreath
	
	40.00
	2574
	LGA 1972, s. 137

	DCS Window Cleaning
	V Hall window cleaning in and out
	
	30.00
	2575
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Greenham Bunzl
	V Hall cleaning products and general estate item
	
	63.97
	2577
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Zeon Webvertise
	Domain Name Renewal
	
	1.99
	D card
	LGHA1972, s.133

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone 12th months rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Gas
	
	194.39
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	40.22
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for Nov 2013
	
	£2436.83
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


a) Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the finances should be accepted - All in Favour

b) Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Ron Hodge seconded that the precept should be set at £41,000 as per the budget proposals.  All in favour

Item 195
Correspondence – Please see file at meeting. The Clerk read out the Christmas refuse collections timetable and also correspondence concerning road repairs at Cut Bridge.
Item 196
Items for Future Meetings –Newsletter, Parish Plan

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 2nd January 2014
Date of next Finance Meeting – 7pm on Thursday 2nd January 2014

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted



www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk




Date of notice – 27th December 2013
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