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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 3rd September 2015
Present – Councillors

Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Terry Rogers
Mr Keith Hudson




Mr James Woolstenholmes




Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr John Fulcher
Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Jeff Nicholls

Mr Gavin Young





DC Mr Robin Carter, CC Mr Steve Criswell       No members of the public 

Mandy Pink – Clerk

In the absence of the Chairman, Mrs Julie Seamark, the Vice Chairman, Miss Ann Brennan took the Chair

Item 117
Apologies for absence – Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman), Mrs Marilyn Russell, DC Mr Mike Francis
Open Meeting – 7.30pm
Item 118
Open Forum – No members of the public
Item 119
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there are still a number of dwelling burglaries along with a further incidence of driving off without paying for petrol.  Thefts from vehicles are also occurring.   Although not so many crimes are being reported in our immediate area. There are also a lot of online scams going around at present.
Item 120
County Council and District Council Reports - DC Mr Robin Carter reported that the District Council are trying to get together a definitive map for grass cutting in Earith that covers all areas and who is responsible for what area.

Mr Carter also commented that many new developments are being proposed with unadopted roadways and these are being put forward for management companies to carry out maintenance so the Parish Council need to clarify exactly what is being proposed regarding the Hermitage rural exception site before making any further comments following the correspondence received from Mr Frank Mastrandrea.


CC Mr Steve Criswell commented that he was pleased that the amended proposals have been forwarded regarding the LHI bid for speed reduction measures in Meadow Lane/Drove which are to be discussed at agenda item 126. 

Mr Criswell reported that he had met with a delegation from the HCV group concerning the TRO proposals in the area and he had remarked that if the proposals go ahead at this current time then a public enquiry would probably be called for which would cost a very substantial sum of money.  If a plan is put together now to incorporate these ideas, possibly in five years, then they may well be looked on more favourably once the Ely Southern by pass is finished and the A14 plans have been implemented.

The County Council are again looking at cost savings.  They will still be fulfilling their statutory obligations but any extra services may well fall to the subsequent District and Parish to provide in the future.  The Parish need to think about this now so that they can possibly take action regarding this matter.

(Close open Meeting)

(Open closed section of Meeting) – 7.45pm
Item 121
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations received
Item 122
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made
Item 123
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 6th August 2015

Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the minutes should be signed.

Resolved - All in favour.
Item 124
Matters arising – None
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Item 125
Planning – Application Reference – 15/01378/HHFUL – Construction of new porch to front elevation – 30 Meadow Lane, Earith

The development does not overdevelop the site and it remains in line so it does not impact on the current street scene.

Mr Alan Spackman proposed acceptance of the application and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded.  

Resolved – All in favour
Planning – Application Reference – 15/01075/LBC – Replacement of 4 sash windows to first floor dormers, replacement of guttering front and rear, repairs to roof and roof membrane, removal of stud wall in bathroom (internal) – 58 High Street, Earith


The repairs are needed and in line with the conservation area standards.  The internal work does not impact on the street scene and allows for a better living area for the dwelling.

Mr Alan Spackman proposed acceptance of the application and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded.  

Resolved – All in favour

Item 126
LHI Bid Meadow Lane – Speed Reduction Proposals to be discussed – Amended plans have been received which show the change of priorities at the junction with Cooks Drove and Meadow Lane/Meadow Drove whereby a give way feature will be built on the downstream carriageway leading from the Industrial Estate thus allowing cars a free route from Cooks Drove onto Meadow Lane.  The pinch point feature has also been moved slightly as discussed and dragon’s teeth road markings have also been added in the 40mph buffer zone on Meadow Drove as it leads into the 30mph area of Meadow Lane.  The Clerk is to confirm if the other road markings will still remain at the entrance to Meadow Lane from Colne Road as in the original plans.  She will also check the final costings to see if the Council need to make a larger contribution as this was a little unclear.

Based on the Clerk’s findings regarding the points raised the Council voted to accept the proposals following the amended drawings.


Mr James Woolstenholmes proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the plans are accepted.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 127
Chairman’s Report – The Vice Chairman reported that the tree and hedge remedial work at the pond, as highlighted in the recent playground inspection report, has been carried out and thanks are to go to the Handyman for his hard work in making this area a more safe and tidy place for the children to play in.  Mr Alan Spackman commented that he felt that the price charged for this work was excessive although it was in line with previous charges.  Several members of the Council strongly disagreed with Mr Spackman and they felt that the charge was justified based on the amount of work that was carried out and the difficulties that the Handyman faced due to the trees being so close to the pond.  

The blue wheelie bin based at the village hall has not been emptied for a month as non-recyclable items are being put in it by non-hall users.  This is resulting in the bin overflowing with rubbish that now needs to be taken to the tip at the expense of the Parish Council.  This bin will now be removed by Mr James Woolstenholmes and emptied and returned to the District Council.  

The Clerk has received some paperwork from Mr Frank Mastrandrea which may well need to be discussed at the meeting in October if the period for comments is extended by the planning officer in charge of the rural exception planning application at Hermitage Road.
Item 128
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that there was a HCV meeting on the 19th August but he was not able to attend due to an error with the days and will report back to the Council when he has received the minutes.
Rights of Way – The Environment Agency have cut back the riverside bridleway and Mr Minnaar is still to respond regarding the maintenance to the Minnaars Footpath.  The Clerk will follow this up.

Allotments – The Clerk reported that several plots need to be cleared so that they can be re-let and the handyman will liaise with Mr Ron Hodge to get this sorted out.
Village Pond –The trees and hedge have now been maintained in the Pond Play Area.  
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – Mr John Fulcher reported that he has met with the Clerk and they are focusing on developing a health and safety policy for the Council and they will tackle the areas based on priority needs.  Three areas have been singled out initially for consideration namely the Village Hall, and the two play areas in the Village.  Check lists will be developed and risk assessments carried out and hopefully tabled to the Council before the end of November.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Health and Well Being Group – no report
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Saywell Charity – no report
Parish Plan (to be changed to Community Plan) – The second meeting has taken place on the 1st September and Rachael from Cambridge Acre attended and gave a presentation highlighting what other villages had achieved.  The questionnaire is to be simpler than the last one and sample resident groups will be approached to help determine the topics that should be included.  Facebook and social media will be used to help with engaging the residents in a positive fashion and the Council agreed that this was a very good idea and that it should be followed up.  Holly and Naomi will set up and maintain a facebook page for the village which should help the working group to determine what the residents of Earith’s views are.  Budgets need to be looked at.
Item 129
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – Several new areas for investigation have been noted and the Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls will make visits to:- 

30 Greenfields which has a large overgrown area at the back of the property.

28 Chapel Road needs some maintenance work to be carried out and Miss Ann Brennan will talk to the owner regarding this.


27 Chapel Road hedge is now becoming overgrown and needs some attention.

187 Greenfields have carried out the work highlighted last month


32 Greenfields have carried out the work highlighted last month

21 Darford – the homeowner will carry out some maintenance now that he is aware that the ivy belongs to him and that it should be maintained.

Item 130
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – The Clerk has raised the drainage issues highlighted last month and the County Council highways department will be clearing the grids along the High Street between the Village Hall and Waterhaven and they will be clearing the roadside jets outside the shop.  They could not see any surface water in Hermitage so the Clerk has asked the owners to provide photographs of the water following periods of rainfall.
Item 131
Allotments – Rent review to be decided – The Council discussed the allotments and felt that the rent should remain the same.

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the rent should stay the same.  


Resolved – All in favour

Item 132
Chapel Road complaint regarding bollards (Mr and Mrs Dimmock) – The Council have asked the Clerk to write to the residents and invite them to the next meeting so that they can put their case forward to the Council for discussion.  
Item 133
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	                  Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.666
	573.97
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	479.37
	2769
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 3.5 @ £7.452
	26.08
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.452
	18.63
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	35.71
	2770
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE August 2015
	
	128.60
	2771
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2772
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting at Rec Play Area
	
	77.50
	2773
	OSA 1906, s.10

	MSP Services
	Hedge Work and tree pollarding
	
	680.00
	2774
	PHA 1936, s.260

	MSP Services
	Village Hall Benches
	
	120.00
	2775
	PCA 1957, s.1

	DCS Window Cleaning
	Window Cleaning at Village Hall
	
	30.00
	2776
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Earith Echo
	Earith Echo issue no 37
	
	220.00
	2777
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Zurich Municipal
	LCAS Membership Fee 2015 – 2016
	
	114.00
	2778
	LGA 1972, s.143

	Fenland Fire Appliance
	Fire Extinguisher Service
	
	63.88
	2779
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Terrys Heel Bar
	3 x keys for Village Hall
	
	11.00
	Debit card
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	32.72
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	22.96
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for August  2015 
	
	£2128.24
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a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour

Item 134
Correspondence – All correspondence as per file.  
Item 135
Items for future meetings - Risk assessments, Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, and Time Banking, River Island Ferry, online banking and additions to the bank mandate/building society, Edwards Walk Car Park
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533





Meeting Dates 2015 

Email mpinkearithpc@aol.com



Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st October

Meeting closed at 9.25pm     



         Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 5th November

Date of notice – 19th September 2015


         Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd December

These minutes are unadopted

www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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