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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 1st October 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


   Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Marilyn Russell




Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr John Fulcher
Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Jeff Nicholls

Mr Gavin Young




Mr Terry Rogers





DC Mr Mike Francis, CC Mr Steve Criswell       14 members of the public 

Mandy Pink – Clerk
Mr Frank Mastrandrea (HDC), Ms Christine Steele (BPHA), Mr Tony Welland (Architect - BPHA)

Item 136
Apologies for absence – Mr James Woolstenholmes, DC MR Robin Carter
Open Meeting – 7.30pm
Item 137
Open Forum – Mr Frank Mastrandrea and Mr Tony Welland gave a brief presentation on the changes to the access road and road layout regarding planning item 145 Rural Exception Housing Hermitage.  Ms Christine Steele – BPHA confirmed that all maintenance for the site will be the responsibility of BPHA especially the block paved area and the trees.  There will not be any adopted street lighting in this development although each house would have a pir lighting sensor at the front.  Due to surface water needing a permeable road surface the County Council will not adopt the road in this development.  The residents voiced concerns about the narrow roads in both Meadow Way and Hermitage and there were concerns that the construction traffic and refuse lorries would not have enough access width to approach the site.  Mr Frank Mastrandrea from HDC assured the residents that the width of the road was more than adequate for the scheme. The road condition will be surveyed prior to construction and if the road is damaged then the contractors will put this right.  BPHA will only engage a contractor who is part of the considerate contractor’s scheme.  The Parish Council are concerned about safety on site and security could become an issue.
Item 138
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there are still a number of dwelling burglaries along with further incidences of driving off without paying for petrol.  Thefts from vehicles are also occurring.   There has also been a rise in bicycle thefts.
Item 139
County Council and District Council Reports - DC Mr Robin Carter reported via email that the car parks in Edwards Walk and Darford have been discussed and they may well be handed back to the Parish Council to maintain.  Mr Terry Rogers asked if this meant that the land will be given to the Parish and the Clerk is to ascertain if this is the case.

CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that patching will be carried out on the Willingham Road in November. The Chairman asked Mr Criswell to confirm who residents should contact if any trips and falls happen in the village whilst using the footpaths, especially those on Cooks Drove as the footpaths in the village need refurbishment.  CC Mr Steve Criswell confirmed that if any accidents occur on the footpaths then this is the responsibility of the County Council. The Needingworth cycle path has been delayed due to a gas main.
(Close open Meeting)

(Open closed section of Meeting) – 8.15pm
Item 140
Chapel Road complaint regarding bollards (Mr and Mrs Dimmock) – The Chairman asked Mr and Mrs Dimmock to present their case concerning the placement of bollards in Chapel Road.  Mr and Mrs Dimmock are not happy that bollards have been placed outside their home on the corner of Chapel Road as they used to park their vehicles on the grassed area (which belongs to the County Council) and they have now been forced to move their vehicles and park elsewhere in the village.  There is a garage space for this property.  This area was assessed by the County Council when the Parish Council submitted their Local Highways Improvement Bid in 2014.  The Parish Council asked the County Council for recommendations to improve this area and to make this area safer as cars travel along the road the wrong way.  Improved one way signage and remarking of the road have already been carried out and solar powered lights are still to me implemented along the pathway area.  The cycle path has also been extended to join School Road at the junction rather than at the grassed area in Chapel Road.  Bollards have been placed on the grassed area to prevent parking of unauthorised vehicles in this area.  Any vehicles parked on this grassed area are parking illegally and causing damage to the grass.  The County Council advised that the placement of bollards would solve this problem.  The Parish Council have received comments from residents that this area looked 
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unsightly prior to the LHI bid being presented and this idea was raised to deal with this issue.  Cars can still park on the opposite side of the road.
Item 141
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations received
Item 142
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made
Item 143
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 3rd September 2015

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.

Resolved - All in favour.
Item 144
Matters arising – None
Item 145
Planning – Application Reference – 15/01015/FUL – Development of eleven affordable houses and associated external works and parking land east of 10 and 19 Hermitage Road, Earith – amended plan showing revision to design of proposed access – Further to the comments made in the open forum Mr Terry Rogers commented that the need for this development has been highlighted via the housing needs survey and all of the points that the Council raised as objections have now been met.  The only possible problems now arise from the lack of adopted street lighting in this area and the need to erect boundary fencing prior to build so that it forms a barrier for the existing neighbours whilst construction is under way.  Residents are concerned about the existing road and possible movements of construction traffic and all of these concerns were met by the comments raised by Mr Frank Mastrandrea and Mr Tony Welland.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed acceptance of the application and Mr Keith Hudson seconded.  

Resolved – All in favour
The Clerk is to add a proviso to acceptance that a minimum of 1 if not 2 street lights are added to this development and that fencing is erected along the boundary of 19  and 10 Hermitage to shield them from the build.

Planning – Tree Application Reference – 15/01643/TREE – Tree preservation work at 5 Cooks Drove, Earith.

The trees at this property do dominate the street scene and take natural light away from the dwelling.  The works outlined in the application are all needed.

Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the application for tree preservation work should be accepted.

Resolved – All in Favour
Planning – Application Reference – 1401399FUL – Extension to 1st Floor bedroom over existing ground floor dining room. Extension to garage and 1st floor bedroom. Extend and alter lounge layout and inclusion of annexe room to 1st floor. Alteration to roof pitch and shape to provide granny annexe to 46 High Street, Earith. 
Miss Ann Brennan visited the site and spoke to the home owner who said that they are planning on making a third storey to the property to give extended living space for the family.  The windows that currently overlook no 44 will be removed and a window will be added to the gable end that should not directly overlook the neighbour.  The property will be similar in construction to the woodlands nursing home and as such will balance the current street scene.  It will not be any higher than the others in this area and as such will improve the outlook onto the High Street.  The build is in a conservation area and providing all build materials comply with the conservation needs in this area the application should be accepted

Mr Terry Rogers proposed acceptance of the application and Mr John Fulcher seconded.  

Resolved – All in favour
Item 146
LHI Bid Meadow Lane – Speed Reduction Proposals to be discussed – Additional comments to be raised by the Clerk. The Clerk has received a letter from a resident who is opposed to the change in priority in this area and the Clerk is to acknowledge this correspondence and respond to say that the speed reduction measures had already been agreed at the September meeting.

The Clerk highlighted to the Council that if all the proposed speed reduction measures are required such as the change of priority of vehicles at Cooks Drove and the pinch point give way feature in Meadow Lane then an additional £2,500 will need to be raised by the Council to accommodate all of these proposals.  The Chairman asked the Clerk if the Council could provide an extra £2,500 spend and the Clerk advised the Council that £2,500 had been earmarked in the 2015 budget and a further 
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£2,500 can be earmarked in the 2016 budget which will be finalised in November.  This would mean, however that there would not be a further LHI bid being made for 2016.

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the extra spend is authorised in the budget for 2016.

Resolved – All in favour


Mr Terry Rogers asked the Clerk to send a letter to all the businesses on the Industrial Estate along with the proposed change of priority plans so that they are aware of these changes to the road layout.
Item 147
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that a New Councillor Course should be carried out by a professional trainer so that all the legislation is up to date.  If any Councillors, new or old, are interested in the course then they should let the Clerk know so that it can be organised, preferably for a one day Saturday Course at the Village Hall.  

The Editorial team for the Earith Echo have informed the Parish Council that they will step down in the New Year.  The Council would like to thank the Editorial team for their splendid efforts with the Earith Echo, which has won awards, during their long reign of office.  The Clerk is looking for other sources of help with this very valuable village asset which the Council do not want to see given up due to lack of village support. 


The Chairman has also been approached by a village resident who is concerned that redundant lamp post columns still remain within the village.  The Clerk and Mr Jeff Nicholls carried out a village walkabout and identified 2 delinquent columns one in St Marys and one in a footpath between old and new Greenfields.  The Clerk has reported these issues to Balfour Beatty but she will chase this matter up with them.
Item 148
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls attended a Road Safety meeting on the 8th where parking in St Ives was discussed.  There is also concern with traffic crossing the bridge at St Ives and taxis have already been warned to stop doing this.  Speedwatch was also discussed.
Rights of Way – Both the Clerk and the Chairman have tried to contact Mr Minnaar who is still to respond regarding the maintenance to the Minnaars Footpath.  The Clerk will follow this up.

Allotments – The Clerk and Chairman have made changes to the allotment agreement to make sure that the rental period mirrors the invoice period for payments in one full financial year.  The Clerk has asked all allotment holders to sign a revised agreement acknowledging the change in tenancy period and stressing that plots to be vacated must be reported to the Clerk by the end of October if they are to be vacated and cleared in time for re-letting in April.  Several plots are becoming untidy and the Clerk is to write to the plot holders asking them to either tidy the plots or vacate them.  They have until the 31st of October to respond.
Village Pond – No report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The Chairman has asked the Handyman to install concrete slabs under the benches in the skate park area at the Recreation Field so that the grassed area can be tidied.  The grass is being worn away due to the continued use of this new facility.  The Handyman can complete this task when he installs the new picnic table and litter bin in one day for a total cost of £390.00. 
Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the cost is accepted.


Resolved – All in favour


The Clerk has also received an email from a resident concerning sound proofing and refurbishment at the MUGA pitch.  The Clerk is to pursue the suggestions made so that this area can be made quieter for the surrounding householders.

Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Health and Well Being Group – no report
Saywell Charity – The Chairman attended a meeting on the 28th September and the Charity agreed to contribute to the cost of a new litter bin at the Recreation Field.  The litter bins cost £263.00 + VAT and the Clerk is to invoice the charity for £263.00.
Parish Plan (to be changed to Community Plan) – The third meeting has taken place and Rachael from Cambridge Acre attended and gave a presentation highlighting what other villages had achieved.  She highlighted how the plan should be structured and ways to move forward with this initiative. The team have highlighted areas to focus on and will be determining the final questionnaire shortly.
Item 149
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – Several new areas for investigation have been noted and the Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls will make visits to:- 

30 Greenfields which has a large overgrown area at the back of the property.
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27 Chapel Road has an overgrown hedge.


Miss Ann Brenan visited 28 Chapel Road and maintenance to the hedge has now been carried out.

21 Darford – the homeowner will carry out some maintenance now that he is aware that the ivy belongs to him and that it should be maintained.  This work is to be re-checked to see what has been carried out.
Item 150
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Following on the comments made by Mr and Mrs Dimmock at item 140 the Clerk is to ask the local PCSO to make a visit to School Road to see if illegal parking is now being carried out in this area.  The Chairman will also ask Amanda Mays to re-attend School Road as incidences of illegal parking at school drop off and pick up has also escalated
Item 151
Finance – a) Payments to sign off


     b) Pensions Auto Enrolment – Statutory requirement for action

c) Online Banking and additions/changes to bank mandates following elections of new                                Councillors

	                  Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.666
	573.97
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	479.37
	2780
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 5.5 @ £7.452
	40.99
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.452
	18.63
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	47.62
	2781
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE September 2015
	
	131.60
	2782
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2783
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting at Rec Play Area
	
	115.00
	2784
	OSA 1906, s.10

	MSP Services
	Allotment clearance following evictions
	
	105.00
	2785
	SH&A 1908, ss.23

	JW Electrical
	Replacement extractor in disabled toilet
	
	76.92
	2786
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Viking
	Cleaning products Village Hall
	
	52.84
	2787
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	30.46
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	26.09
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for September  2015 
	
	£1,177.40
	
	


a) Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour

b) The Clerk has been advised by a financial adviser to enter into the NEST Pension Scheme.  Neither the Clerk nor the Caretaker are eligible for automatic enrolment but a pension scheme still needs to be provided in case either employee wishes to join.  The Council does not have to contribute if either employee wants to join as they do not meet the requirements for eligibility set out by Government.
Mrs Marilyn Russell proposed and Mr John Fulcher agreed that a NEST scheme should be set up.

Resolved – All in Favour

C)   Due to the change in Councillors in May new additions and changes to the bank mandates need                                         
to be discussed.  Mrs Jenny Lloyd will be added to the mandate at the Building Society and Mr Terry Rogers will be added to the Lloyds Bank Mandate for cheque signatories.
The Council need to progress the arrangements for online banking which are to start in the new financial year (April 2016).  Changes to the financial regulations will need to be made to assist the new banking arrangements that are to come into force.  Salaries, legally, need to be paid in the month that they are worked so the Clerk will carry out an appraisal with the Caretaker to suggest a standard payment each month with any hours worked over the specified hours to be paid in arrears.  The Clerk is to arrange for a pre-paid dongle to be purchased so that internet access can be arranged at the village hall for payment authorisations to be made at each meeting.  Salaries will need to be pre-arranged for payments on each last working day of each month and the monthly payments listed on the agenda can also be authorised.  At the first meeting of the financial year in April 2016 salaries will be paid via cheque for the month of March and then authorised for an online bank payment on the last working day of April.
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Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that these changes should come into force.

Resolved – All in Favour

The Chairman asked all public and press to leave the room as the following item is to be discussed “in Camra”

Item 152
Item in Camra – Employees salary review including Service Level Agreement for the Handyman – The Service Level Agreement for the Handyman has not been renegotiated for seven years.  He is now working on average 11.5 – 12 hours each month as opposed to the original 10 hours.  Therefore a rise to £150 was discussed to begin on the 1st October 2015.


Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the SLA should change to £150.00 per month.

Resolved – All in Favour

The Caretaker’s salary was discussed and it was agreed that a 2 point salary scale point raise should be agreed.  This will raise the Caretakers hourly rate to £8.068 which more readily reflects the proposed government working wage. SCP 12
The Clerk’s salary was also discussed and it was agreed that a 2 point salary scale point raise should be agreed.  This will raise the Clerk’s hourly rate to £14.514. SCP 32
Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that these changes should be made as of 1st October 2015.

Resolved – All in Favour
Item 153
Correspondence – All correspondence as per file.  
Item 154
Items for future meetings - Risk assessments, Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, and Time Banking, River Island Ferry,  Edwards Walk Car Park, WI Time Capsule, Earith Kids Klub donation.
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533





Meeting Dates 2015 

Email mpinkearithpc@aol.com


         Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 5th November








         Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd December

Meeting Closed 10.15pm





Date of notice – 19th September 2015


         
These minutes are unadopted

www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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