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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 5th November 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


   Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Marilyn Russell




Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr John Fulcher
Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Jeff Nicholls

Mr Gavin Young




Mr Terry Rogers
Mr James Woolstenholmes





DC MR Robin Carter 
2 members of the public 
Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 155
Apologies for absence – DC Mr Mike Francis, CC Mr Steve Criswell       
Open Meeting – 7.30pm
Item 156
Open Forum – A presentation was given by representatives from Earith Kidz Klub stating their goals for continuing the resource within the Village and requesting some financial backing from the Council.
Item 157
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there had been an incident of assault in Huntingdon Town Centre in the early hours of Saturday 31st October.  Police are appealing for witnesses.  There are many scams circulating at present one relating to the Constabulary requesting payment for an invoice.  There is a pension scam targeting older residents to release money from their pensions to invest in property in Cape Verde.  There is also a scam concerning Council Tax whereby a rebate is promised in return for banking details.  Please be aware of anybody calling you asking for your bank details.  Do not give your bank details to anyone over the telephone who calls you.
Item 158
County Council and District Council Reports - DC Mr Robin Carter reported that the car parks in Darford and at the Village Hall may well be handed back to the Parish Council to maintain.  Refuse and what can be put in the rubbish bins is being discussed and changes to what can be added to the bins will be made.  The District Council are looking at the Garden Waste Contamination Policy at present.  Smaller rubbish bins are being offered to the elderly and those who do not generate a lot of rubbish and you can exchange your large wheelie bins for smaller ones by contacting the District Council.  It can take between 2-6 weeks for exchanges to be made.  The Chairman asked DC Mr Carter if the trees on amenity land will be maintained as there are now several larger trees within the village. The Clerk is to liaise with Mr Carter.  If maintenance is to be made to the London Plane Tree at the village hall then a tree works application should be made.

CC Mr Steve Criswell reported via email that the County Council are making many budget cuts and this will result in reduced services in the County.
(Close open Meeting)

(Open closed section of Meeting) – 8.05pm
Item 159
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations received
Item 160
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Mr Jeff Nicholls declared an interest in agenda item 173.
Item 161
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 1st October 2015

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.

Resolved - All in favour.
Item 162
Matters arising – The Chairman has not yet heard back from Jo Challis regarding parking issues in School Road.  The Clerk has made contact with Mr Minnaar and the footpath is to be maintained as soon as possible.
Item 163
Planning – None
Item 164
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that new developments have been noted for the proposed area of adopted road at the Hermitage Road Rural Exception development site.  The County Council will only adopt an area for the refuse lorries to make a turning circle and the 
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remaining area will be maintained wholly by BPHA. The areas will be marked out via brickwork to avoid confusion.  There is also a new drainage strategy being proposed.

The Chairman also reported that the maintenance to the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway has been carried out and the pathway is now much better, However, there are still problems with drainage so the Chairman will liaise with a local farmer to dig gullies from the verge into the dyke to allow for water run-off.


CC Mr Steve Criswell is keen for the surrounding villages to join together to offer shared services to the area due to the budget cuts determined by the County Council for the next year.  Some services may be lost if the Parishes do not step in to provide finance.  The linking of Parishes is to be discussed in December along with the precept to see if any funds can be reserved for these issues.

The Clerk has arranged a training session for Earith Councillors at the Colne Community Hall on Tuesday the 10th November at 7pm.  The Chairman, Vice Chair and Councillors Mr Jeff Nicholls, Mr John Fulcher, Mr Gavin Young and Mrs Marilyn Russell are to attend.  Councillor Mr Alan Spackman hopes to attend but is unsure at present.
Item 165
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – A Road Safety meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 10th November but Mr Jeff Nicholls will not attend due to the Councillor training course which is being held in Colne.
Rights of Way – The Clerk has contacted Mr Minnaar and maintenance to the footpath has been arranged.
Allotments – The Clerk reported that there is one half plot available at present but it is waiting to be cleared and an eviction will take place due to non-contact, payment and clearance of a full plot and this plot will then need to be cleared and maintained by the Council ready for re-letting.
Village Pond – No report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The Clerk has investigated sound proofing and refurbishment at the MUGA pitch.  The Clerk is to pursue the suggestions made so that this area can be made quieter for the surrounding householders.  Grant funding will be required as the suggested quote of £6050 is being looked into and will be discussed in December.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Health and Well Being Group – no report
Saywell Charity – no report
Community Plan – A draft questionnaire was tabled and this will be discussed in December.  This will be distributed in conjunction with a package of information regarding what can and cannot be achieved by a Parish Council.  A meeting with CC Mr Steve Criswell is to be arranged for next week and then a full meeting to determine the content of the questionnaire to follow.
Item 166
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken –The Chairman visited 30 Greenfields but the occupier was not at home – Further visit to be made

A new visit to 5 Bridge End to be arranged as the rose bushes are now overhanging.


Mr Terry Rogers asked DC Mr Robin Carter to report to County Council that the leaves on the pavements are becoming dangerous.
Item 167
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – The Clerk is to report continued problems at the Shop and the pavements along the High Street.
Item 168
Health and Safety update – Policy to be agreed and Inspection sheets tabled for acceptance – The Clerk and Mr John Fulcher have been working on the proposed policy and inspection sheets but the Council are concerned about the legality of the documents. The Clerk is to contact a regulatory body to confirm if the proposed documents fulfil the criteria for a Parish Council Health and Safety Policy.

Item 169
Village Hall 7 day timer installation for the heating – Decision to be made – A environmental study of the Village Hall was carried out some time ago and a seven day timer was suggested as a money saving initiative but at that time the Village Hall was used almost every day by different hirers and the time settings on the boiler where deemed to be effective.  However, due to declining numbers of Hall Hirers the Clerk and Chairman felt that a seven day timer would be effective.  The Council agreed and the Clerk is to arrange this.
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Item 170
Parish Council Website – update from the Clerk re domain name renewals and a new website – Decision to be made – The Clerk reported that the domain name was due to expire on the 5th November and that she had not been able to make contact with the company who arranged the 
renewal.  The Clerk has looked into the ownership of the current domain name and has found out that it is not, in fact, registered to the Council but to the company who arranges the renewal.  Therefore the domain name is now unusable and a new website and domain name will need to be sourced.  A domain name can be purchased and registered for approximately £9.98 for 2 years and a website can be set up and hosted for £469.00.  Hosting will then need to be paid for each month along with the cost of renewing the domain name.  The Council agreed that the Clerk can make arrangements for a new domain name and website.

Mrs Marilyn Russell proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the Clerk can organise this.  Resolved - All in favour

Item 171
Christmas Lights – Update and date for turning on to be agreed – The Somersham Christmas Lights team checked the lights last week and they are all still working well.  They are to be pat tested next week and will be officially turned on at the meeting on the 3rd December.  Miss Ann Brennan will arrange for pat testing to be carried out in the Village Hall as part of the Health and Safety proposals being discussed at present.

Item 172
Request for donation for Earith Kidz Klub – Following on from the earlier presentation the Council discussed the possibility of a donation being made to the Earith Kidz Klub to be used conditionally for the purpose of arranging additional activities for the children at the club and not for any operational costs such as rental or wages etc.  With this condition in place a donation of £400 was agreed.  The Clerk will officially write to the Kidz Klub to inform them of the decision.

Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the donation can be made. Resolved – All in favour

Item 173
Remembrance Wreaths – Donation to be discussed – The wreaths themselves cost £40.00 and it was agreed that a donation of £60.00 should be made as previous years.


Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that this donation can be made. Resolved – All in favour

Item 174
Earith River Island – Maintenance, Signage and Placement of Ferry – Further to comments raised by a resident the positioning of the signage on the river island was discussed.  The Chairman stated that the sign had been positioned next to the steps as it was thought that this was where people would access the island.  The river island would be placed on the agenda in the spring to discuss maintenance and possibly leasing.  The Clerk is to inform the resident of the decision.
Item 175
Earith to Bluntisham causeway – Hedge cut to be agreed – Further to the pathway maintenance that has now been carried out in this area it was discussed that a further hedge cut should be carried out.  The Clerk is to contact the contractor to arrange for this to happen.
Item 176
Finance – a) Payments to sign off


     b) Draft Precept to be tabled for discussion in December
	                  Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.514
	609.59
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	507.79
	2788
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 6 @ £8.068
	48.41
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £8.068
	20.17
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	54.98
	2789
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE October 2015
	
	140.40
	2790
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	2791
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting at Rec Play Area
	
	57.50
	2792
	OSA 1906, s.10

	MSP Services
	Installation of picnic table, litter bin and slabs
	
	390.00
	2793
	OSA 1906, s.10

	MSP Services
	River Island Signage installation
	
	120.00
	2794
	PHA 1936, s.260

	MSP Services
	Earith to Bluntisham Causeway path maintenance
	
	720.00
	2795
	OSA 1906, s.10
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	Fergusons Ltd
	Grass Cutting x 3 cuts village and county areas
	
	756.00
	2796
	OSA 1906, s.10

	JW Electrical
	Replacement plug socket and backboard V Hall
	
	58.20
	2797
	LGA 1972, s.133

	CCC
	LHI Bid Fee for 2014/2015 Chapel Road
	
	1895.02
	2798
	Highways Act 1980, ss.43,50

	Whitehill Direct Ltd
	1 picnic table and 1 litter bin
	
	1269.60
	2799
	OSA 1906, s.10

	999 inks
	Ink Cartridges
	
	42.98
	Debit Card
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Cambridge Water
	V Hall Water Rates
	
	38.44
	2800
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	48.70
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	24.24
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for October  2015 
	
	£6,286.35
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour

b) The Clerk tabled the draft precept to all Councillors for their attention ready for discussion in December
Item 177
Correspondence – All correspondence as per file.  
Item 178
Items for future meetings - Risk assessments, Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Time Banking, River Island, WI Time Capsule, Parish Linking for shared services, Precept and Budgets
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533





Meeting Dates 2015 
Email mpinkearithpc@aol.com

               Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd December

Meeting Closed 10.10pm





Date of notice – 14th November 2015


         
These minutes are unadopted

www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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