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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 3rd December 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




 Mrs Marilyn Russell




Mr Jeff Nicholls
Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr Terry Rogers
Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Gavin Young

1 member of the public 




Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 179
Apologies for absence – Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman), Mr John Fulcher, Mr James Woolstenholmes, DC Mr Robin Carter, DC Mr Mike Francis, CC Mr Steve Criswell       
Open Meeting – 7.30pm
Item 180
Open Forum – No comments raised
Item 181
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there are still a number of dwelling, garage, cycle thefts in the area.  The Police are also concerned about cyber bullying and have developed an app called SelfieCop where parents can monitor the photographs that their children are taking and sharing online.  There is also a scam concerning cheap electrical equipment.  If it appears to be too cheap then it probably is. Please be aware.
Item 182
County Council and District Council Reports - DC Mr Robin Carter reported via email that a waste pack will shortly be delivered with dates of collections and what can be included in each bin. The District Council are still keen to offer smaller waste bins if needed.  

CC Mr Steve Criswell reported via email his comments concerning Time Banking.
(Close open Meeting)

(Open closed section of Meeting) – 7.45pm
Item 183
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. The Clerk received a dispensation from Mrs Julie Seamark concerning agenda item 197.  Dispensation granted.
Item 184
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Mrs Julie Seamark and Mr Terry Rogers both declared an interest in agenda item 197. 
Item 185
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 5th November 2015

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the minutes should be signed.

Resolved - All in favour.
Item 186
Matters arising – The Clerk reported that she had contacted the electrician regarding a 7 day timer install in the Village Hall and a cost of £192 was tabled.  

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that this quotation can be accepted but the Clerk should also ask the contractor to provide a tamper proof case as well.  The Clerk pointed out that this would mean that the price quoted would rise and the Council agreed that this should be actioned with a rise to the quotation.


Resolved – All in favour.

Item 187 
Parish Linking for shared services – Time Banking – The Chairman reported CC Mr Steve Criswell’s comments regarding Time Banking.  It was proposed that the villages of Colne, Bluntisham and Earith should join together to provide a Time Banking facility.  Time Banking is where residents either offer to help others or ask for help and a central co-ordinator would match the 2 requests and organise the service offered.  The time taken to carry out the help is then stored (banked) for use by the resident at a future time.  For this service to be offered a co-ordinator would need to be employed.  The three villages would contribute to the cost of employing a co-ordinator based on the size of the village electorate.  

The Council discussed this at some length and decided to agree “in principle” and that the facility should be taken on over a 2 year period at first to assess its viability. They also agreed that Bluntisham should employ the person, as they are the bigger village, but that the three villages should all be active in the initial employment process for the appointment of the chosen Co-ordinator.

Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded.  Resolved – All in favour.
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Item 188
Planning – Application Reference 15/02077/HHFUL – Proposed two storey extension to the rear of 8 Bridge End, Earith

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that this application should be accepted as it does not impact on the street scene as it is at the rear of the property and it mirrors the developments that the neighbouring properties have made.  There will also not be any traffic implications as access will be via Chapel Road.

Resolved – All in favour.
Item 189
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the training session for Councillors held in Colne was very good and it provided a lot of information for the Councillors to help them to carry out their public duties.

There are still some problems with street lighting in the village and the Clerk is still in contact with Balfour Beatty.  
The Clerk organised the hedge work along the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway and this, along with the maintenance to the path, has greatly improved this area.
Item 190
Parish Council Representatives Report – 


Planning Forum – Mr Jeff Nicholls, along with the Clerk attended a HDC training session on Planning.  A lot of information was given out including telephone details for the planning team.  A further session will be held in the New Year.  E-consultation will come into effect in April 2016 and this will mean that paper plans will no longer be forwarded for consideration and access to planning documentation will be via the planning portal on the internet only.  This will mean that the Council will need to provide the correct technology to achieve this eg laptop, projector etc.
Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls did not attend the recent Road Safety meeting but reported that unofficial traffic monitoring is being conducted by the RATS Group.  The HCV group have had meetings with the County Council concerning the TRO proposals and a brief will be forwarded in February.
Rights of Way – no report
Allotments – The Clerk reported that Miss Ann Brennan has been contacted by village residents concerning the amended Allotment Tenancy Agreement as concerns have been raised concerning maintenance to the hedges surrounding the allotment site.  This will be monitored.
Village Pond – The Clerk reported that there are 15 wild ducks using the pond.  Ms Hazel Lambert will be tidying up the area shortly and has requested that the village handyman removes the debris to the tip.  It was noted that Ms Lambert and Mr Hodge should be named on the Parish Council insurance as volunteers within the community.
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The Clerk has investigated sound proofing and refurbishment at the MUGA pitch.  The Clerk has identified a grant facility and the application will need to be submitted prior to the deadline in January.  A decision will be made in April.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – All applicants have been successful in their grant applications and grants have been given to various residents and village facilities such as the School Cookery Club.
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Health and Well Being Group – no report
Saywell Charity – no report
Community Plan – Following a meeting with CC Mr Steve Criswell and the Community Plan working group the draft questionnaire has been reformatted and will be highlighted for a January publication date.
Item 191
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken –The Chairman visited 30 Greenfields and the homeowner has said that they will deal with the overhanging shrub. At present we are not aware if it has been dealt with. Work at 5 Bridge End has been completed. No further hedges within the village are outstanding.
Item 192
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – No new problems to report.
Item 193
Health and Safety update – Policy to be agreed and Inspection sheets tabled for acceptance – The Clerk has contacted the Local Council Advisory Service who have suggested some adjustments to the original policy so the Clerk, together with Mr John Fulcher, will work on this over the coming month ready for resubmission in January.

Item 194
Parish Council Website – update from the Clerk – The Clerk reported that a new domain name
had been registered  (www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk) and a new website is under construction.
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Item 195
MUGA pitch maintenance update – Inspired Facilities Fund – Decision to be made – The Clerk has struggled to find a funding facility that is happy to deal with refurbishment only.  She has therefore contacted the contractor to find out about possibly adding in a new panel such as street snooker which will be a new facility and would make getting a grant more achievable.  This would cost approximately a further £6,000.  The Clerk will put in an application to the Inspired Facilities Fund for £12,000 to cover the refurbishment and the new facility.

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the Clerk should apply for the grant.


Resolved – All in favour.
Item 196
Village Car Parks – Village Hall and Hereward to be discussed – DC Mr Robin Carter reported that the District Council are looking to hand over the village car parks to the Parish to administer in the New Year.  The Village Hall car park belongs to the Parish anyway but Hereward does not.  The Clerk is to find out if the access roadways will also be passed to the Parish to maintain.  If they are handed over then they will need to be cleared of debris etc. 
Item 197
HDC requirement to discuss the possibility of selling some grassed areas to residents at Edwards Walk – The Clerk has been approached by Mr Bill Tillah from HDC regarding the possibility of some grassed areas in Edwards Walk being sold to residents for the purpose of parking.  He has requested local knowledge of the area and if the Council will support the proposals.

Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that this proposal will not be supported as the land should be available for all residents to buy if it is to be sold and vehicles will need to cross two pavement areas and a drop kerb will need to be installed and this will result in the loss of a parking space in the bay currently used for parking in this area

Resolved – All in favour. 
Item 198
WI time capsule to be discussed – Mrs Jenny Lloyd requested that this agenda item is moved to January for discussion.
Item 199
Finance – a) Payments to sign off


     b) Precept to be agreed
	                  Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.514
	609.59
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	507.79
	2801
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 6 @ £8.068
	48.41
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £8.068
	20.17
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	54.78
	2802
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE November 2015
	
	140.60
	2803
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	2804
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting at Rec Play Area
	
	      37.50
	2805
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Mr R Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	32.00
	2806
	PHA 1936, s.260

	Earith Echo
	Earith Echo issue no 38
	
	220.00
	2807
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Earith Timber Products
	PAT testing Village Hall
	
	6.80
	2808
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Upwood Tree Services
	Earith to Bluntisham causeway maintenance
	
	200.00
	2809
	OSA 1906, s.10

	EDCO2 Poppy Appeal
	Remembrance Day Wreaths
	
	40.00
	2810
	LGA 1972, s.137

	Earith, Bluntisham and Colne RBL
	Donation to local British Legion
	
	60.00
	2811
	LGA 1972, s.137

	Earith Kidz Klub
	Grant given to local facility
	
	400.00
	2812
	LGA 1972, s.137

	SLCC
	Planning training
	
	174.00
	2813
	LGHA 1989, s.7

	Colne PC
	Councillor Training
	
	150.00
	2814
	LGA 1972, s.91

	Rectors Hall
	Payment for meeting room community plan
	
	20.00
	2815
	LGA 1972, s133

	Fast Hosts
	Domain Name Registration 2 years
	
	8.38
	Debit Card
	LGA 1972, s.266

	Parish Council Websites
	30% cost for Website build
	
	140.70
	2816
	LGA 1972, s.266

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	51.18
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	27.79
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for November  2015 
	
	£2,434.02
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a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour

b) The Clerk tabled the draft precept to all Councillors for their attention and asked them to consider a possible spend to cover replacing/refurbishing the village hall chairs as many were now looking shabby with ripped upholstery and damaged wooden arms due to Health and Safety and the provision of a projector due to planning e-consultation.  Adjustments should also be looked at concerning insurance for volunteers if Time Banking is to be entered into.  An earmark of a possible £5,500 from reserves will be noted if a Time Banking Co-ordinator is appointed.
Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the tabled adjustment of £1200 was accepted along with an additional £1,500 adjustment to allow for a £1000 rise to insurance costs and £500 allocation for a projector.  Total raise of £2,700 agreed.

Resolved – All in favour.

Item 200
Correspondence – All correspondence as per file.  
Item 201
Items for future meetings - Risk assessments, Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Time Banking, River Island, WI Time Capsule, Parish Linking for shared services, Precept and Budgets, Village Car Parks
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 
              



Meeting Dates 2016
Email mpinkearithpc@aol.com

               




7th January












4th February













3rd March













7th April

Meeting Closed 10.05pm





Date of notice – 12th December 2015


         
These minutes are unadopted

www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk (under construction)
PAGE  
2

