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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 4th February 2016
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)
Mrs Marilyn Russell




Mr Gavin Young
Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr John Fulcher
Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr Terry Rogers
Mr Alan Spackman





DC Mr Mike Francis, CC Mr Steve Criswell, 9 members of the public – Including Mr Mick George and Mr Joe Gossage Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 224
Apologies for absence – DC Mr Robin Carter, Mr James Woolstenholmes, Mr Keith Hudson 
Open Meeting – 7.30pm
Item 225
Open Forum – Mr Joe Gossage from Mick George Ltd gave a presentation concerning the Mick George Safer Roads Initiative.  Mick George Ltd has developed a series of checks on their haulage drivers by implementing speed limit restrictions in certain areas, no drive zones in certain villages and better tracking of vehicles.  A Be Safe Be Seen programme is also being implemented to highlight the risks of lorries to primary school children in the area.  For more information please contact Mr Joe Gossage, Transport Manager, Mick George Ltd.  The Community Roadwatch group are assisting Mick George with this initiative.
Item 226
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there are still a number of dwelling burglaries in the area.  There has also been an incident reported of suspicious behaviour in Bluntisham.  Speeding and dangerous driving has also been experienced on the Needingworth By Pass.
Item 227
County Council and District Council Reports - DC Mr Robin Carter reported via email that HDC will be carrying out an audit of the number of rubbish bins in the village and will inform the Parish Council when the audit has taken place. If the Parish own any litter bins then they will be charged by HDC to empty them.
DC Mr Mike Francis confirmed that the Field Maple tree outside no.17 Greenfields had not been felled by HDC.  The Clerk will look into this matter further.

CC Mr Steve Criswell welcomed the Safer Road Initiative by Mick George Ltd and said that it may help the traffic problems concerning HCV vehicles using the High Street.  The Parish Council may well want to look at putting a bid into the Local Highway Initiative next round of funding to help with improving speed restriction measures in the High Street.  
(Close open Meeting)

(Open closed section of Meeting) – 8.15pm
Item 228
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. The Clerk has received a Dispensation from Miss Ann Brennan concerning agenda item 242. Dispensation granted.
Item 229
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Miss Ann Brennan declared an interest in agenda item 242. 
Item 230
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 7th January 2015

Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr John Fulcher seconded that the minutes should be signed.

Resolved - All in favour.
Item 231
Matters arising – Mr James Woolstenholmes has taken the bench at George Corner for refurbishment by Earith resident Mr Liggett.
Item 232 
Planning – No planning applications received.
Item 233
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman wished to thank Mr James Woolstenholmes for his help with the bench as above.  A resident has emailed to say that they are pleased with the speed reduction measures in Meadow Lane/Drove and thanked the Council for making the changes. The Earith Echo is still being produced with a new editorial team and contributions can be made via email to 
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earithecho@aol.co.uk.  The distribution team members will be contacted shortly once the magazine has been printed and is ready to be handed out.
Item 234
Parish Council Representatives Report – 


Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that he attended the Road Safety meeting held on the 12th Jan and this was mainly concerned with Speedwatch and Roadwatch.  He also attended a HCV meeting and Mick George Ltd gave a presentation regarding their safer roads initiative.
Rights of Way – no report
Allotments – There are currently vacancies.  Contact the Clerk if you require further information.
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Play Equipment – The Clerk has contacted Hags SMP regarding the holes in the skate park and is waiting for an update.
Health and Safety – Mr John Fulcher and Mr Alan Spackman have carried out two safety inspections (Village Hall and Play Area by the Duck Pond) and reports where passed to the Clerk for action to be taken.

Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Health and Well Being Group – no report
Saywell Charity – The contribution cheque for the new litter bin at the recreation field has been received.
Community Plan – Mrs Marilyn Russell reported that a draft plan has been worked on and comments are requested.  Further meetings are to be arranged.
Village Car Parks – no report

Wings for Life Race – Miss Ann Brennan reported that the Wings for Life worldwide race will take place on Sunday the 8th May.  It will commence at 12 midday GMT and runners will attempt to run as far as they can before they are eliminated from the race by a catcher car.  It is hoped that the winner may be caught along Earith High Street.  

Item 235
Safer Roads Initiative and Community Roadwatch – Discussion – The Council applaud and congratulate Mick George Ltd on this excellent safer roads initiative scheme.  The Council will write to hauliers operating out of Block Fen to ask if they will also sign up their support to this plan as the more companies that offer their support to this scheme the safer the roads around our village will be.
Item 236
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken –The rose bushes at Ashcroft, Cooks Drove are overhanging the fence and need to be cut back.
Item 237
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – There is constant water on the road in Meadow Lane near the new pinch point feature behind no 9 Greenfields.  The drainage vents outside the shop have been cleared and there is not a problem with the drains opposite no 25 High Street.  The pot hole in Chapel Lane has been filled.
Item 238
Parish Council Website – update from the Clerk – The Clerk reported that the new website is still under construction and it is hoped that the website will go live on Monday 8th February.  www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk.
Item 239
Time Banking - Update – Prior to the discussions and vote taking place County Councillor Mr Steve Criswell provided an update on the decisions of both Colne and Bluntisham during his report at item 227.  Due to costs and employment issues time banking as a joint venture at present would not go ahead.  The Council discussed whether they would proceed along with Colne now and have Bluntisham possibly join later.  It was agreed that as the community plan has many questions which would provide the council with more information regarding the needs of the villagers that Earith should hold their decision until the outcomes of the plan are known.

Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr John Fulcher seconded that Earith Parish Council should wait to give a response regarding time banking until the results of the Community Plan have been collated.

Resolved – All in favour
Item 240
Ouse Valley Way Management – Options to be discussed – Mr Gavin Young reported that HDC are to stop funding the maintenance work to footpaths and river banks along the Ouse Valley Way.  Earith and Bluntisham have a “Y” shaped area to look after between them.  HDC will continue to cut this area until next April and then the funding will fall to the Parishes if they elect to carry this out.  Further area meetings are to be arranged.
Item 241
WI time capsule to be discussed – Mrs Jenny Lloyd asked for this item to be removed.
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Item 242
ECA Field – Lease Renewal – The current tenant has requested that the lease is changed to a continuing lease, although still remaining a 364 day lease, on a similar basis to the tenancy agreements used for the allotments. The Parish Council are at a mind to agree subject to a final decision being made at the next meeting.


Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the current tenant should continue with the lease of the field as it is at present pending the decision to be made at the next meeting.

Resolved – All in favour

Item 243
LHI Meadow Lane/Drove – Update re signs and lights – The extra white lining has now been carried out.  A solar powered light can be obtained to further enhance the pinch point feature and the Clerk is to liaise with CCC.  Before this is looked into the trees around the sign need to be cut back and the Chairman and Councillor Nicholls will visit New Farm regarding cutting back the trees.  A further sign to highlight that there is a new give way feature was also discussed but it was felt that an extra sign at this point would not be very effective as there are already a lot of signs in this area.
Item 244
Dog Fouling – Discussion on options for the Council to consider – Dog fouling is a sensitive issue but there is very little that can be done.  The Clerk will write to the Environment Agency about the amount of dog fouling that is evident along the river bank and ask them to provide signs asking for people to clear up after their animals.  The Clerk will also contact HDC to ask if they can put up new dog fouling stickers on the lamp posts now that the columns have been changed.  The Clerk has also got a number of dog poo bags that can be given out to any villager who requests them until stocks run out.
Item 245
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	

      Payee                
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.514
	609.59
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	507.79
	2825
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 5 @ £8.068
	40.34
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £8.068
	20.17
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	48.31
	2826
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE January 2016
	
	139.00
	2827
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	2828
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Allotment Clearance following eviction
	
	120.00
	2829
	OSA 1906, s.10

	JW Electrical
	7 day timer Village Hall
	
	252.00
	2824
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Viking
	Office Chair
	
	45.59
	2830
	LGA 1972, s 133

	SLCC
	Membership Renewal
	
	118.00
	2831
	LGA 1972, s 143

	Terry’s Heel Bar
	Key Cutting Village Hall x 3
	
	10.90
	Dcard
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Amazon
	Laptop Battery and Camera Battery
	
	35.97
	Dcard
	

	Benq UK
	Projector
	
	438.00
	Dcard
	

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	82.65
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	25.43
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for January 2016 
	
	£1,986.14
	
	


a) Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the payments should be signed off. Resolved – All in Favour

Item 246
Correspondence – All correspondence as per file.  
Item 247
Items for future meetings - Risk assessments, Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Time Banking (once results of community plan have been collated), River Island, Parish Linking for shared services, ECA Field.  Village Car Parks and Ouse Valley Way are to become agenda items under representatives’ reports until these items have been finalised.
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 
              



Meeting Dates 2016
Email mpinkearithpc@aol.com

               




3rd March

Meeting Closed 10.45pm





Date of notice – 20th January 2016


         These minutes are unadopted

www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk (under construction)
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