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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 3rd March 2016
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)
Mr Keith Hudson




Mr Gavin Young
Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr John Fulcher
Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr Terry Rogers
Mr Alan Spackman





DC Mr Robin Carter, CC Mr Steve Criswell, 13 members of the public – Including Mr William Osbourne from Harlequin Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 248
Apologies for absence – DC Mr Mike Francis, Mr James Woolstenholmes, Mrs Marilyn Russell
Open Meeting – 7.30pm
Item 249
Open Forum – Mr William Osbourne from Harlequin made a presentation and answered residents’ questions regarding the pre application to install a 4G mobile mast at the Industrial Estate. (Agenda item 256) A general show of hands following the presentation highlighted approval for this development.
Item 250
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there are still a number of dwelling burglaries in the area.  There have also been some traffic related incidents and some attempted distraction thefts reported at various cash machines.
Item 251
County Council and District Council Reports - DC Mr Robin Carter did not have any new HDC news to report.  There has been some damage to grass verges following traffic construction developments at Hermitage and Mr Carter will look into this.  The Clerk is to forward email correspondence received from BPHA concerning which contractor caused the damage.  The Grey refuse bins were not collected in Darford on the correct day and Mr Carter will also investigate this.  Concerns were raised regarding parking at Edwards Walk and Mr Carter will visit the area together with Councillors Mr Alan Spackman and Mr Keith Hudson.

CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that the Electoral Boundary Review has now been completed for Cambridgeshire County Council. The HCV action group have now agreed their preferences regarding HCV movements in the area and are now looking at traffic displacement.  There is a lot of water on the road near the new pinch point area on Meadow Lane and this should be reported.  The potholes in Meadow Way are also causing concern and CC Mr Criswell will look into this to see what can be done along with concerns over the potholes on Somersham Road.  A resident has also queried why there is no pathway from Cooks Drive going down to the Industrial Estate especially now that the new road layout has been completed as this could be a dangerous area for pedestrians. This will be added to future meetings for discussion.  CC Mr Criswell also said that now the time bank scheme has been put to one side it may be good to meet with the Good Neighbour Scheme coordinator to look into establishing a Good Neighbour Scheme in Earith.
(Close open Meeting)

(Open closed section of Meeting) – 8.25pm
Item 252
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations received.
Item 253
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Miss Ann Brennan declared an interest in agenda items 256 and 262. 
Item 254
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 4th February 2016

Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.

Resolved - All in favour.
Item 255
Matters arising – No matters arising.
Item 256
Planning – Pre planning application for 4G mobile telecommunications mast at the Industrial Estate – Following the presentation earlier and the show of support from the residents it was decided that the mast was needed to enhance the current poor mobile signal in the village and surrounding areas.
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Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that this proposal is supported by the Council.  Resolved – All in favour

Item 257
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that Mr David McCandless was hoping to attend the meeting to offer a public apology over recent emailed communications but he was called away and unable to attend.  A finance meeting was held on the 1st March and all Council finances are in order,

Online bank payments for employees’ salaries will commence as of the 1st April and payments will be made on the 27th of each month unless this is a non-working day when the payment will be made on the closest working day before the 27th.

BPHA have already been approached regarding damage to the grass verges and the Parish Council will liaise with HDC regarding this matter.


The Chairman also asked all Councillors to regularly check their emails and provide responses if required as this is the preferred contact method for communication of information.


It has also been brought to our attention that the open space requirement in Earith is below policy requirements for planning purposes and when new housing developments are looked at in the village open space and green provision will be carefully measured to ensure that the shortfall is made up when plans are proposed.  HDC will work closely with the Parish Council to ensure policy requirements are maintained.

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 28th April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall


Police and Crime Commissioners and local elections will be held in the Hall on Thursday 5th May which means that the Parish Council Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 12th May. 
Item 258
Parish Council Representatives Report – 


Road Safety and HCV – No meetings held.
Rights of Way – no report
Allotments – There are currently vacancies.  Contact the Clerk if you require further information.  Allotment management to be discussed at the April meeting.
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Play Equipment – The reported holes at the skate park have now been filled but following a Health and Safety inspection a crack has appeared and this will be reported.
Health and Safety – Mr John Fulcher and Mr Alan Spackman have carried out a safety inspection at the skate park and all equipment visually appears correct and the above report will be investigated.  The action points regarding the village hall have been actioned and the fire exits have been attended to along with the loose carpet.  A new first aid box has been provided and needs to be anchored to the wall and the electrician has been contacted to make good the light fittings specified in the report. 

Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – A further Council Representative is needed.  Mrs Jenny Lloyd is to become a member.
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Health and Well Being Group – no report
Saywell Charity – no report
Community Plan – no report
Village Car Parks – no report

Ouse Valley Way update – no report
Item 259
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – no new reports
Item 260
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – There is constant water on the road in Meadow Lane near the new pinch point feature behind no 9 Greenfields.  There is a hole in the pathway going along Meadow Lane towards no 3.
Item 261
River Island – This item is to be moved to the next agenda.
Item 262
ECA Field – Lease Renewal –Proposal to change the lease to a continuing lease, although still 364 days, on a similar basis to the tenancy agreements for the Allotments

Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the proposal is accepted.

Resolved – All in favour
Item 263
Termination of lease with HDC for the village hall car park – The Clerk has received a request from HDC to terminate the lease for the village hall car park.  HDC have confirmed that this will also involve the upkeep of the entrance and exit roadways to the car park.  The council discussed this option and do not agree to terminate the lease if the upkeep of the roads falls to the Parish as there 
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are residential properties along these roads and it should not fall to the Parish Council to maintain the roadways.  DC Mr Robin Carter will take this up with HDC and report back at the next meeting.
Item 264
Churchyard Closure update – The Clerk has now received communication concerning the official closure of the St Marys old churchyard.  The closure notice has been posted on the village noticeboards allowing residents to make appeals to the Parochial Church Council to stop the closure.  If there are no appeals against the closure then official proceedings will commence for handover of the churchyard to the Parish Council.  Both Earith and Bluntisham Parish Council then have the opportunity to hand the maintenance of the churchyard to the District Council within a 3 month time limit.  The Clerk is to meet with the Clerk for Bluntisham Parish Council on Friday the 11th March to begin handover procedure.  Grass cutting will be discussed between Earith and Bluntisham once the handover to HDC has been finalised.
Item 265
Huntingdonshire Electoral Boundary Consultation – The Council discussed the proposed boundaries and they would like comments to be raised concerning breaking away from the current boundary which includes Needingworth and being adjoined to Colne and Bluntisham only as these are the two adjoining villages which we currently have the most dealings with.  The Clerk is to register these comments 
Item 266
HM Queen Elizabeth 90th Birthday celebration – Commemoration Coin – Both the Chair and the Clerk have received order forms for purchasing a minimum order of commemorative coins marking HM Queen Elizabeth’s birthday.  The Chair is to contact the school to see how many children they currently have enrolled.  This will be discussed at the next meeting.
Item 267
Finance – a) Payments to sign off, b) Finance Meeting Update, C) Online Banking Arrangements
	

      Payee                
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.514
	609.59
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	507.79
	2832
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 5.5hrs @ £8.068
	44.37
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £8.068
	20.17
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	51.74
	2833
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE February 2016
	
	139.60
	2834
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	2835
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting – Play area recreation field
	
	20.00
	2836
	OSA 1906, s.10

	CCC
	Street Lighting Oct 14 – Sept 15
	
	380.61
	2837
	Parish Council Act 1957, s.3

	HDC
	Commercial Waste Collection Jan-Mar
	
	49.40
	2838
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	Parish Council Websites
	70% cost for Website Build
	
	328.30
	2839
	LGA 1972, s 266

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	108.23
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	31.38
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for February 2016 
	
	£1779.55
	
	


a) The Chair asked for an extra cheque to be signed at this meeting and included in the payments for March for bench refurbishment 

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the payments should be signed off and the cheque included. Resolved – All in Favour

b) The Finance Meeting checked payments, invoices, bank statements, receipts and everything was found to be in order. Cash book and budget reports were provided to the Councillors for perusal.
c) Online banking arrangements for salary payments are to be included in the Financial Regulations and the procedure will be to pay the salaries on the 27th of each month or the first working day before this date if it falls on a non-working day.  Payments will be agreed at the meeting and the Clerk will log onto online banking and make the payments under the guidance of the Chair.  The bank payment machine will then be handed to the Chair and will only be collected again at the agenda setting meeting a week prior to the Council meeting so that the bank statement can be printed out and subsequently signed at the following meeting.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that this is accepted.

Resolved – All in favour
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Item 268
Correspondence – All correspondence as per file.  Including correspondence from Anglian Water regarding their initiative of pollution watch.  The CCC electoral boundary changes and bus time table changes were also included in the file.
Item 269
Items for future meetings - Risk assessments, Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, River Island, Parish Linking for shared services, Village Hall Chairs, Pathway from Cooks Drove to Meadow Drove, Allotment Management, HM Queen Elizabeth 90th Birthday Coin
    Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 
              



       Meeting Dates 2016
 Email mpinkearithpc@aol.com           


               




7th April

Annual Parish Meeting Thursday 28th April

Police and Crime Commissioner and local elections Thursday 5th May

Parish Council Annual General Meeting Thursday 12th May

Meeting Closed 9.00pm





Date of notice – 12th March 2016



         These minutes are unadopted

www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk 
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