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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
Held on Thursday 28th April 2016    
Present

Councillors
Mrs Julie Seamark – Chairman

Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)
Mr John Fulcher



Mr Jeff Nicholls
Mr Gavin Young



Mr Alan Spackman
Public
Mr Ian Smith – Earith Town Estate

Mrs Sian Pritchard – Earith Primary School Head Mistress
Naomi Astle – WI Chairman
Mrs Broughton – Earith Day Centre
Ms Hazel Lambert – Skeeles and Rectors Hall

County Councillor Mr Steve Criswell

2 members of the public



Mrs Mandy Pink – Parish Clerk
Apologies for Absence – DC Mr Robin Carter, DC Mr Mike Francis, Mr Terry Rogers, Mr James Woolstenholmes, Mrs Marilyn Russell, Mrs Jenny Lloyd, Mr Keith Hudson, PS Andy Street

Item 1
Chairmans Report – Mrs Julie Seamark thanked everyone for attending and also thanked all the Councillors and the Clerk for their commitment over the year.  Earith Parish Council was very happy to welcome two new Councillors this year with Mr John Fulcher joining in May and Mr Gavin Young joining in June.  Both Councillors have brought new expertise and enthusiasm to the Council.
The Council asked for volunteers to develop and update the village community plan.  A small working group was formed and have been developing a new community plan which it is hoped will be delivered along with the next issue of the Earith Echo.

The Parish Council wish to thank Linda, Jon, Bob and Owen for their hard work in providing the village with an award winning newsletter and it is hoped that the new editorial team for the Earith Echo will keep up the good work going forward.  

The Clerk together with the Clerk of Bluntisham Parish Council are in communication with the Parochial Church Council who are applying to close the old churchyard at St Marys Church.  When this happens the maintenance will pass to the Parish Councils who in turn will pass this duty onto the District Council.
The Chapel Road improvement scheme is still unfinished as the County Council are still to install solar lights along the edge of the footpath.  The speed reduction measures in Meadow Lane have been completed and the Parish Council are looking to install a solar powered light on the give way feature sign to further illuminate this area.

When new building developments are completed the developer has to contribute a % of monies to the Council called CIL payments.  We have now received CIL monies for the development at 3-7 High Street.
The new rural exception housing development at the end of Hermitage is underway and this will be called The Paddocks.  When this is completed the CIL monies will be used for improvements to the MUGA Pitch at the recreation field. CIL monies are to be spent on certain areas such as local infrastructure and play facilities.
The new Parish Council website has gone live and is now available at www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk.

The Parish Council would like to thank the Saywell Charity for the donation of £263 to provide a new litter bin at the Recreation Field.

Mick George Ltd has developed a safer roads initiative to try and alleviate some of the major traffic movements throughout the village.  They are also organising a “Be Safe Be Seen” campaign to raise the awareness of large vehicles to Primary School children.  Earith Primary School has already received a visit from Mick George and his lorries.

The responsibility for the maintenance of the Ouse Valley Way will now be passed to the local landowners along the route and the District Council.  It was first thought that the Parish Council would have to take on this responsibility.

The Parish Council are regularly reviewing its policies and new provision has been made for Health and Safety with several improvements already being made.

The Wings for Life World Race will be coming to Earith on Sunday the 8th May and there will be a series of local short road closures along the 100km route.
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Item 2
Police Report – No report given
Item 3
School Governors Report – Mrs Sian Pritchard reported that the Primary School is now fully staffed with a good base of teachers who are providing excellent academic standards for the 89 children currently enrolled.  It is hoped that the school can integrate more with the community with the summer event in July and an afternoon tea event in May to celebrate the Queens 90th Birthday.  The school operates on a tight budget and is currently carrying out fund raising to help and many village companies have generously supported the school along with local company Harradines providing  a £2000 grant for a new white board and the Skeeles charity have provided donations for the reception area and school cookery club
Item 4
Reports from Parish Charities – Reports were given from:

Skeeles Education Charity no 311817 by Ms Hazel Lambert – Ms Lambert reported that Skeeles is an educational charity which has been able to provide several grants this year.  5 grants have been given to students studying a vast range of subjects along with grants to the school for the reception area and school cooking club and also a one off grant for Earith Kidz Klub.
Rectors Hall Earith by Ms Hazel Lambert – Ms Lambert reported that the Rectors Hall is currently used by the Community Café one day per week and Toddlers one morning per week.  They also host meditation and yoga classes along with a book club.  The Hall is also open for private functions.  There will also be talks as part of the Ouse Fest later this year.

Earith Town Estate – Mr Ian Smith reported that ETE is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the Recreation Field and Pavilion and they are working on tight budgets especially as the village is now down to only 1 football team.  They have been promised some soil to level off the uneven area at the back of the pavilion along with some aggregate to help to repair the car park area.  They are also looking to plant some laurels along the river bank.  The Huntingdon Sport Activity Team will be visiting the MUGA Pitch and Recreation field twice this year to provide some extra sporting events.  Cambridge United FC are also hoping to include Earith in their sporting project this year.

Earith Day Centre by Mrs Broughton – The Earith Day Centre are looking to change their image this year as there are currently places available for people to attend.  They meet every Wednesday and have a cooked lunch provided by the Lounge Café that can be chosen individually by the members.  (Once a month a pub lunch is organised.)  Activities ranging from craft making to board games are always popular with members.  Any suggestions would be gratefully received.

Samuel Saywell Church Causeway Charity by Mrs Julie Seamark – trustee - This charity consists of a Trust set up many years ago under the will of the former Rector of Bluntisham cum Earith, the Rev.d Samuel Saywell.  He left some land in Earith which is rented out and the rent was to be used for the maintenance of the church causeway of the Parish of Bluntisham cum Earith.  These responsibilities passed to the local authorities some years ago and following the advice of the Charity Commission in 1997 the previous trustees agreed new objects of the Charity which are:

The income of the charity shall be applied for charitable purposes for the general benefit of the inhabitants of Bluntisham and Earith.


Over the past year the charity has provided funds for a new litter bin in Earith.
Item 5
Reports from Parish Organizations -  Reports were given from:


Earith WI by Naomi Astle - President – The WI was formed in August 1920 and currently has 39 members ranging in age from their early 30’s to their 90’s. Transport can be arranged if you wish to participate in the monthly meetings. A variety of events and talks have taken place this year including talks about Earith, a wine tasting and members night which involved dressing in clothing from the 1920’s to the 1970’s. The WI has also celebrated its 100th anniversary. The annual fund raising strawberry tea was a great success and raised money for the Pidley Mountain Rescue Charity. The WI will be supporting the Cambridge Blue Smile charity this year which helps local children with mental health issues. Fund raising is also continuing for ACWW a worldwide charity working with women to better theirs and their children’s lives. All ladies are welcome for a free taster meeting to encourage membership. More details can be found on the facebook page.
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Players of Earith (POEs) - Miss Ann Brennan reported that POE’s have yet to name the Christmas production. 
The Earith Echo now has a new editorial team who are striving to continue the success of the founding members.
Item 6 
Questions from the Floor – The issue of the Earith to Bluntisham pathway was discussed along with comments from County Councillor Mr Steve Criswell who reported that he is hoping that the cycleway that is currently under construction in Bluntisham will hopefully be extended to Earith if Earith residents stress the need for this to happen. The residents of Earith will need to raise awareness of this problem to the County Council so that it can be supported and moved forward in their operational schedules.





www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk
These minutes are unadopted 




Clerk – Mrs Mandy Pink – 30th April 2016
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