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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 2nd June 2016
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Gavin Young            



            
Mr Jeff Nicholls
Mr Terry Rogers




Mrs Marilyn Russell

Mr John Fulcher
DC Mr Robin Carter




Mandy Pink – Clerk
No members of the public




Item 49
Apologies for absence – Mrs Jenny Lloyd, Mr James Woolstenholmes, CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Mr Mike Francis
Open Meeting
Item 50
Open Forum – No comments
Item 51
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there had been some attempted break ins in the area, damage had been caused to some poly tunnels on Colne Road and there had been a collision between 2 cars in the Primary School car park.  There has also been a report of suspicious behaviour whereby 2 teenage girls were approached by a male, possibly late 40’s driving a white van.  The girls informed their parents who contacted the police.  Also be on the look-out for rogue traders operating in this area.
Item 52
County Council and District Council Reports – DC Mr Robin Carter reported that the Devolution Paper is currently under discussion and will be debated on the 27th June.  The grass cutting and strimming programme is under way and a second weed spray will also be carried out shortly.  There was a favourable response to the car parking questionnaire carried out in Edwards Walk/ Darford.  DC Carter will progress the need to clear up the car park area in Chapel Road and at Darford/Edwards Walk.
(Close open Meeting)
(Open closed section of Meeting)
Item 53
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None Received
Item 54
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 55
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 12th May 2016

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.   
Resolved - All in favour.
Item 56
Matters arising – None.
Item 57
Planning – Application Reference – 16/00983/EXTDET – 27 Colne Road, permitted development of a single storey lean to extension was noted by the Council for information only.  No vote needed.
Item 58
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that 2 further payments need to be added to the payments for June but the cheques are to be signed at this meeting. Pond Maintenance for £8.00 and SLCC training for £57.60.

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that these cheques are signed in May.


Resolved – All in favour.


The Chairman also reported that there is to be a Police/Community Forum on Wednesday 6th July at 7.30pm at the Crossways Cristian Centre in St Ives.

The Clerk has been informed that 11 village volunteers have come forward to form a new Speedwatch group.  Training is currently being organised so that the team can begin as soon as possible.


There is also to be a memorial service on July 1st at 2.30pm at the Earith cum Bluntisham war memorial to remember the 7 village men who perished at the battle of the Somme.


A further letter has been received regarding the installation of bollards on Chapel Road.  The Clerk is to ask County Councillor Mr Steve Criswell for his comments prior to any correspondence with the resident.


The Chairman would also like to point out that the Clerk is now recording apologies and absence where no apologies have been forwarded as separate items.  Councillor Mr James Woolstenholmes has now 
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missed 5 consecutive meetings and if a further meeting is missed then he will no longer remain a co-opted Councillor.
Item 59
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – No meetings have been held
Recreation Field and Play Equipment – no report
Health and Safety – Mr John Fulcher has carried out a further H&S inspection in the Hall and actions have been taken to secure the fire door.  The first aid box contents are to be checked and re stocked and the weeds around the village hall need to be controlled.
Miss Ann Brennan also raised a point with DC Mr Carter that the London Plane Tree needs the Ivy to be taken off and the height and splay of the tree need to be looked at.  DC Carter will ask the HDC operations department to look at this and also the large number of weeds in the car park.
Hanson update – Mr Terry Rogers correct email address has finally been logged.
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Saywell Charity – no report
Ouse Valley Way update – no report
Rights of Way – no report
Village Pond – Miss Ann Brennan report that 6 volunteers carried out weed clearance work at the pond, organised by Ms Hazel Lambert, and 7 bags of rubbish have been collected.  These are to be disposed of by the Handyman.
Allotments – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Community Plan – Mrs Marilyn Russell reported that the plan is now at the printers and the proof is ready.
Village Car Parks – no report

Item 60
Trees and hedges to report for action to be taken and updates on visits already made– The Clerk has received a request from a resident about overhanging hedges in the footpath from old to new Greenfields between 193 and 195.  The homeowners have been on holiday and are now home so a visit will be arranged.  A tree on Meadow Lane is now overhanging the give way sign and a visit will be arranged.
Item 61
Drains, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mr Terry Rogers reported that the drains have dropped along Colne Road and will provide the Clerk with the details and Mrs Marilyn Russell reported that the grids along the High Street are still blocked.  She will provide the Clerk with the details so that these concerns can be logged.
Item 62
River Island – Maintenance and Upkeep – The Clerk has obtained an idea regarding valuations of the Island.  The Council will now look into the possibility of selling the Island for offers in excess of £10,000 and the cost of fees.  Progress will be reviewed in 3 months.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded


Resolved – All in favour

Item 63
Churchyard Closure update – The Clerk has been informed by the Ministry of Justice that the closure order is now in progress but could still take a few months to go through.
Item 64
Fire Risk Assessment and Emergency Plan – The Council discussed the tabled Fire Risk Assessment document and made 2 amendments. Section 4 - first sentence to now read regular visual checks are carried out and remove the last sentence regarding fire drills. This document will be issued to all Hall Hirers from now on.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr John Fulcher seconded to adopt the Fire Risk Assessment with the amendments as stated.

Resolved – All in favour


The Fire and Emergency Evacuation Plan and monitoring sheets will be reviewed again in July when the proposed amendments are made and costs have been looked into for the installation of smoke detectors in the Hall.
Item 65
New Risk Assessments to be discussed – The Clerk would like to progress new risk assessments and policies with the Council and is looking to sort out the Risk Assessments for the 2 play areas and to also establish a lone worker policy and a home worker policy.  
Item 66
CAPALC Membership – Update Information - The Clerk reported that the CEO of CAPALC recently attended a SLCC branch meeting and he was questioned about the effectiveness of CAPALC and he will look into the queries raised.  A further update will be given.  The Clerk is also looking into other ways to receive important government updates and NALC issue a twice monthly publication called the Direct 
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Information Service and a subscription can be made to this.  The Clerk is to obtain costs and any further information so that the Council can decide if this will be useful.
Item 67
River Slipways in Earith - Maintenance – Mr Gavin Young commented that the slipway at the back of the Village Hall is in need of maintenance.  The Clerk has established that the landowners have riparian rights over the slipways and are subsequently responsible for repairs and maintenance.  The Clerk is to look into finding some companies to ask for quotations to repair this area.  This slip way is in a conservation area and could also be considered as a heritage project.  The Clerk will obtain further  information for the Council to consider.
Item 68
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £14.514
	609.59
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Mobile Phone monthly rental not taxable
	12.49
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	520.28
	online
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 6.5 @ £8.068
	52.44
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £8.068
	20.17
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	71.21
	online
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE May 2016
	
	128.20
	2857
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	online
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting – Play Area Recreation Field
	
	95.00
	2858
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Earith Town Estate
	Rental of play area at the Recreation Field
	
	750.00
	2859
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Zurich Municipal
	Annual Insurance Renewal
	
	1761.87
	2860
	LGA 1972, s.111

	White Plumbing
	New tap in the Village Hall
	
	66.00
	2862
	LGHA 1972, s133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	96.37
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	25.04
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for May  2016 
	
	£3,637.42
	
	


a) Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the payments should be signed off. Resolved – All in Favour

b) Online salary payments for June – The Caretaker received a 20p tax refund so an adjustment has been made to the usual monthly payments.

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the payments should be made.

Resolved – All in favour

c) Chairman to sign the bank statement to confirm the online salary payments for May as above

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the Chairman should sign

Resolved – All in favour

d) Feedback from the Finance working group meeting – A Finance working group meeting was held at 7pm prior to the Full Council meeting. The Clerk tabled the end of year accounts summary and bank reconciliation for the group (and also Full Council) to note along with the current financial year paperwork as at 30th April 2016. All financial items are being correctly recorded and budgets checked accordingly.
Item 69
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

Item 70
Items for future meetings –Village Hall floor, WW1 commemoration, Risk Assessments, Time Banking/Good Neighbour Scheme, Parish Linking for shared services, Village Hall Chairs.
Meeting closed 10pm
Meeting Dates 2016 

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 7th July

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 4th August

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st September

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 6th October

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd November

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st December

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 




      email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted
  





      Date of notice – 2nd July 2016
www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk
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