Page 12
Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 7th July 2016
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Gavin Young            



            
Mr Jeff Nicholls
Mrs Jenny Lloyd 




Mr James Woolstenholmes
DC Mr Robin Carter
DC Mr Mike Francis




Mandy Pink – Clerk
8 members of the public




Item 71
Apologies for absence – Mr Terry Rogers, Mr John Fulcher, Mrs Marilyn Russell, CC Mr Steve Criswell, 
Open Meeting
Item 72
Open Forum – Comments were made concerning the placing of the mobile telecommunications mast following a written objection to the planning department that has been logged on the portal.  The mast is going to be high and will be seen by all households in the village and as such the Parish Council can request that the mast is camouflaged in some manner.  Nine sites within the village have been looked at and for maximum efficiency the proposed site is the preferred one.

Comments were also raised concerning the dumping of horse manure at the allotment site in Colne Road. A notice will be issued in the Earith Echo to ask for this to cease.


Three residents expressed concern over the possible sale of the river island and have asked the Council to reconsider this.  They are interested in setting up a community group to carry out maintenance of the island and to help protect it so that it can remain a sanctuary for wildlife on the island.  The Clerk is to look into possible costings for river bank work to see if this will be a feasible option to pursue. Email contact will be made with the concerned parties to let them know the outcome.
Item 73
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there had been some attempted break ins in the area to both dwellings and garages.  There had also been a report of a stolen motorbike.  Mrs Jenny Lloyd reported that there had been an incident of a man exposing himself in the village.  The police have not yet responded to the informant regarding this matter.
Item 74
County Council and District Council Reports – DC Mr Robin Carter reported that the Devolution Paper is still under discussion and a consultation will be carried out in July.  There has been a complaint regarding a speeding HGV in the village and this will hopefully result in a speed detection vehicle being deployed in the area.  The second round of weed spraying is now under way although there are a lot of high stinging nettles along the pathway running between 193-195 Greenfields.  DC Mr Carter will look into this.

DC Mr Mike Francis reported that the electoral boundary commission have now agreed that Colne should be included in the electoral ward along with Earith, Bluntisham and Needingworth.


CC Mr Steve Criswell reported via email that there have been some lengthy legal procedures concerning the delay of the completion of the cycleway. The next round of Local Highway Initiative bids will commence shortly.
(Close open Meeting)
(Open closed section of Meeting)
Item 75
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None Received
Item 76
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 77
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 2nd June 2016

Mr Gavin Young proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the minutes should be signed.   
Resolved - All in favour.

To sign minutes of Extra Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on – 30th June 2016


Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the minutes should be signed.   

Resolved - All in favour
Item 78
Matters arising – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the dropped drains had been repaired in Colne Road
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Item 79
Planning – Application Reference – 16/00963/FUL – Installation of a 21m high lattice tower with 3 antennas, 2 dishes and 4 equipment cabinets at Harradines Yard.

The Council considered this application and took into account the views highlighted in the open forum and voted to accept the application providing that the mast can be camouflaged in some manner as it will have a very big impact on the current unspoilt skyline for the village.  DC Mr Robin Carter will contact the planning department to discuss this with them.


Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded to accept the application.  


Resolved – three councillors voted in favour and two abstained to vote


Application Reference – 16/01127/FUL – Construction and Operation of an agricultural anaerobic digestion plant including a combined heat and power unit – Bridge Farm, Holme Fen Drove, Colne 

The Council discussed this application at some length and highlighted the fact that there will be some considerable traffic movements while this development is under construction.  The road access to Bridge Farm is already unacceptable and it will not withstand any further heavy traffic using this road.  They were also concerned with the size of the development and feel that it is too large for the stated use of only servicing Bridge Farm.  The Council are also interested to hear if any comments have been made from the environment agency.   This is a very large development and the Council found it very difficult to decide on some points and they are disappointed that the applicant did not make a presentation concerning this development to the Council so that they could ask more indepth questions.  With all of these concerns raised the Council voted to reject this application

Mr Gavin Young proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that this application should be rejected.


Resolved – All in favour


Application Reference – 16/00909/FUL – New Dwelling – Land West of 26 High Street, Earith

Mrs Jenny Lloyd raised concerns that the application should be rejected as it would mean losing yet another green area along the High Street but a counter proposal was made to accept the application as the property would be in keeping with the neighbouring properties on the High Street providing that the second door currently located at the front of the property is moved to the side. The question of the trees at the front of the site was also raised and the Council requested that these trees should remain and that a TPO should be put on the trees.  Taking all of the above into consideration the Council voted to accept this application.


Mr Gavin Young proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded to accept the application.


Resolved – Four Councillors voted in favour and Mrs Lloyd voted to reject the application


Application Reference – 16/1243/HHFUL – Conversion of existing large garage and storage space into 1no. 2 bed bungalow – 1 Hereward, Earith

The Council raised concerns over building regulations for the roof and wanted to know if it would be adequately insulated.  They were also concerned that pedestrian access would be directly onto Cooks Drove which is a busy road used by many different types of vehicles.  The Council decided that the roof should be a pitch roof if it was to remain in keeping with the current street scene.  Due to the number of concerns raised the Council voted to reject this application.


Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that this should be rejected


Resolved – All in favour

Item 80
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that she will be involved in a meeting with the environment agency to discuss the two slipways within the village.  The Clerk is also arranging to meet with a company who could help with the restoration of the slip way behind the Village Hall.

The Village now has an active Speedwatch team again after 11 volunteers came forward to help monitor the speeds in the village.  They have been trained by the Police who will be supporting their findings via letters and visits to those caught speeding.

The Chairman and the Clerk attended the local primary school on the 24th June to give out the 90th birthday commemorative coins to the 89 children currently attending the school.  The Chairman informed 
HM Queen Elizabeth II that Earith Parish Council had provided coins for the children and a reply has since been received from the palace.

Item 81
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls was unable to attend the recent HCV meeting due to the Council extra ordinary meeting but he will forward the minutes.
Recreation Field and Play Equipment – The annual playground inspections will be carried out on the 14th July.  The Clerk has received a complaint from a concerned resident regarding the pond play area and these concerns will be looked at.
Health and Safety – no report.
Hanson update – no report.
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Saywell Charity – no report
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Ouse Valley Way update – no report
Rights of Way – The riverbank bridle way is overgrown and the Clerk will report this to the environment agency for action to be taken.
Village Pond – The pond is troubled by green algae and Mr Keith Hudson has reported that he will obtain a bale of barley straw and put this in the pond as it acts as a natural deterrent  to pond algae.
Allotments – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Community Plan – no report although the closing date for returns is the 10th July.
Village Car Parks – no report

Item 82
Trees and hedges to report for action to be taken and updates on visits already made– The Chairman has been approached by a resident who is concerned about the pathway next to 30 Greenfields as it is very mossy and has a lot of tree debris on it from the very tall conifers in this area.  The Clerk is to contact the County Council about this.

Mr Keith Hudson reported that there is a large honeysuckle belonging to 37 Chapel Lane that needs trimming and the Chairman will visit this site.
Item 83
Drains, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – The Clerk reported that all the blocked and broken drains and covers along the High Street pavement have been earmarked for repair works and will be included in the schedule as one large job rather than a series of smaller repairs.
Item 84
River Island – Additional points to consider regarding future use – Further to the earlier points raised by 3 residents in the open forum the Council will not progress with the sale of the island.  They will look at possibly forming a residents’ help party for maintenance so that the island can be kept as a wildlife sanctuary.
Item 85
Fire and Emergency Plan – The Clerk has contacted the electrician to find out about installing smoke detectors in the Hall and he has advised the Clerk to seek the guidance of the Fire Brigade in this matter.
Item 86
CAPALC Membership – Training update – The Clerk attended the Leadership in Action Conference where she gathered some useful information regarding devolution and how the Parishes should put their views forward so that they are fully involved in the devolution process. She also spoke to a visiting legal practice that are happy to offer guidance to Parish Councils who are not members of the National Association of Local Councils.
Item 87
School fete committee request for banners to be erected in the Village – The Clerk has received a request from the school fete committee to erect banners on council owned land to promote the school fete.  This request was noted by the Council.
Item 88
Donation request – Cambridge Lowland Search and Rescue – CamSar – The Clerk has received a request for a donation to the CamSar charity.  The Council discussed this request and concluded that they are happy to provide donations that are for the benefit of the village as a whole and for those charities that are within the village but not to those that are of a general nature even though they are all very worthy causes.  Therefore this request for a donation was declined.
Item 89
Resident request to repaint yellow lines on the Village Hall steps and provide an internal noticeboard – The Chairman has requested that the Handyman repaint the yellow lines around the village hall steps as agreed by the Council.  The Council discussed the need for an internal notice board and concluded that one was not needed.  The Clerk will inform the resident of this.
Item 90
NALC general payrise for years 2016 and 2017 to be back dated to April – Details to be discussed – The general NALC payrise for Clerks on SCP 32 has risen to £14.659 in 2016 to be backdated to April the 1st and will rise again on April the 1st 2017.  The payscales for Auxiliary staff on SCP 12 have also risen to £8.224 in 2016 and will rise again in 2017.  Annual council pay reviews will be discussed at the September meeting.

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the new payscales are accepted and that adjustments can be back dated by the Clerk in line with the new pay awards in 2016.


Resolved – All in favour
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Item 91
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mr Ron Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	8.00
	2861
	PHA 1936, s.260

	SLCC
	Clerk Training
	
	57.60
	2863
	LGHA 1989, s.7

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £14.514
	609.59
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Mobile Phone monthly rental not taxable
	12.49
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	520.28
	online
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 5.5 @ £8.068
	44.37
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £8.068
	20.17
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	64.74
	online
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE June 2016
	
	126.60
	2864
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	online
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting – Play Area Recreation Field
	
	115.00
	2865
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Swift Swing Ltd
	Computer Maintenance
	
	40.00
	2866
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Viking 
	Cleaning Products and Stationery
	
	147.05
	2867
	LGA 1972, s.133

	The Tower Mint
	100 90th Birthday commemorative coins
	
	247.80
	2868
	LGA 1972, s.106

	QVS Shop
	Weed membrane village hall
	
	33.00
	Dcard
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Amazon
	Laser pointer, Bluetooth adapter, stationery
	
	20.98
	Dcard
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	HDC
	Printing Costs
	
	703.91
	2869
	LGA 1972, s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	35.99
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	22.51
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for June  2016 
	
	£2,282.46
	
	


a) Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the payments should be signed off. Resolved – All in Favour

b) Online salary payments for July – All as standard – no adjustments
Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the payments should be made.

Resolved – All in favour

c) Chairman to sign the bank statement to confirm the online salary payments for June as above

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the Chairman should sign

Resolved – All in favour

Item 92
Correspondence – Resident’s letter received concerning the planning application for the Mobile Telecommunications Mast. Noted by Council.  Emailed correspondence received from Community Roadwatch (UK) C.I.C forwarded to all Councillors as requested. Formally noted by Council. Electoral Boundary commission paperwork. Noted by Council.  All other correspondence as per the file.
Item 93
Items for future meetings –Village Hall floor, WW1 commemoration, Risk Assessments, Time Banking/Good Neighbour Scheme, Parish Linking for shared services, Village Hall Chairs, Tandoori Take Away repaint, Over 60’s donation request, Trees in short drove to be reported to County Council.
Meeting closed 10.05pm
Meeting Dates 2016 

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 4th August

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st September

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 6th October

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd November

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st December

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 




      email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted
  





      Date of notice – 16th July 2016
www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk
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