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Earith Parish Council Minutes of Meeting Held on Thursday 4th August 2016
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Terry Rogers            



            
Mr John Fulcher
Mrs Jenny Lloyd 




Mr James Woolstenholmes
Mrs Marilyn Russell

CC Mr Steve Criswell









Mandy Pink – Clerk
2 members of the public




Item 94
Apologies for absence – Mr Jeff Nicholls, Mr Gavin Young, DC Mr Robin Carter, DC Mr Mike Francis
Open Meeting at 7.30pm
Item 95
Open Forum – Two members of the new Speedwatch team gave a report to the Council concerning speeding on the High Street.  The Council thanked the new team for coming forward and asked if they could carry out some monitoring sessions on Colne Road as well.  The team asked the Council for some help with sorting out some new speed reduction measures on the High Street.  The Council are looking into this idea for the latest round of Local Highway Initiative Bids.
Item 96
Ecops Report – The Clerk has not received any Ecops reports regarding Earith.  There has been another incident of a suspicious male on Meadow Lane and this has been reported to the Police for action.  
Item 97
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell announced that there are to be some new speed reduction measures introduced in Colne and Somersham. 

There are still some legal discussions regarding the Cycleway and work will commence again when these issues have been finalised.


CC Mr Steve Criswell reported on the issue raised regarding free transport to secondary schools and as far as he was aware all children had now been allocated places and transport had been organised.  He re-iterated that transport is provided for children who are allocated places at schools but when choosing schools the catchment school must be among those listed.  If a child chooses to go to another school then the County Council are not liable to provide transport.

DC Mr Robin Carter reported via email that the village litter bins have now been cleared and he apologised for the backlog.  Operations are carrying out weed removal along the A1123 and Earith High Street has been included in this clear up.  Grass cutting needs to be looked at as standards of cutting have dropped this season.  The number of cuts has not been reduced.

Weed spraying in the village is still ongoing and the second spray has now taken.  A third spray is planned for September/October.


The operations department are looking into refuse round reconfiguration and Earith may experience a change in day. Advertising and awareness campaigns are planned to alert the village.


Luminus have now been consulted over the Edwards Walk parking issues and recommendations are being looked into.


The Chairman is concerned about the trees in Greenfields as canopies need to be raised and the trees maintained.
(Close open Meeting) (Open closed section of Meeting)
Item 98
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None Received
Item 99
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 100
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 7th July 2016

Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that the minutes should be signed.   
Resolved - All in favour.
Item 101
Matters arising – Mr Keith Hudson has placed the barley straw in the pond and it is clearing the Algae.  The Council have asked if he can provide another one.
Item 102
Planning – Application Reference – 16/01262/S73 – Variation of condition 3 from application 15/00040/FUL to change external walls of the extension to different from that used in the existing building – 9 High Street Earith

The Council voted to accept this proposal as the work was all at the back of the building and as such would not alter the current street scene.


Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded to accept the application.  


Resolved – All in favour

Application Reference – 16/01281/HHFUL – Single storey rear extension and internal alterations – 45a High Street Earith

The Council voted to accept this application as the work will not alter the current street scene.  It will not overlook any neighbours.  
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The extension is all at the back of the property and it will give the family more amenity space

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr John Fulcher seconded that this application should be accepted.


Resolved – All in favour


Application Reference – 16/01428/FUL – Conversion of existing large garage and storage space into 1no. 2 bed bungalow – 1 Hereward, Earith

The Council raised a concern regarding the cattery listed on the application as they were unsure if this was to remain as it is or if it would be part of the extension. They were also concerned that pedestrian access would be directly onto Cooks Drove which is a busy road used by many different types of vehicles.  The Council decided that the roof should be a pitch roof if it was to remain in keeping with the current street scene.  Due to the number of concerns raised the Council voted to reject this application.


Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that this should be rejected


Resolved – All in favour


Application Reference – 14/01399/FUL – Extension of rear of dwelling (amended description) – 46 High Street Earith


The Council voted to accept this application in principle but they raised concerns regarding the size of the substantial balconies to be installed as they could potentially overlook the neighbouring properties.


Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded to accept the application.


Resolved – All in favour


Permitted Development Application Reference – 16/01378/CLPD – Garage conversion and new roof and doors to rear of extension – 19 School Road Earith - noted by Council only – no decision to be made

Item 103
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the Clerk had contacted the enforcement agency concerning the painting of the front of the Tandoori and as it was not a listed building no infringement had occurred.  The Clerk has received several resident emails concerning the emptying of the village black bins.  This is not the responsibility of the Parish Council and all complaints should be addressed to the District Council in future.  Emails have also been received concerning the state of the road at Hermitage – again this is not the responsibility of the Parish. It is a County Council responsibility and it is understood that the contractors will make good any damage when the build is finalised.  The Clerk has received an email from Somersham PC who are offering two training sessions.  One session is on Code of Conduct on the 27th September and the second session is about Planning and is on the 4th October both at 7pm at the Norwood Building in Somersham.  If any Councillors wish to attend these training sessions then they need to let the Clerk know so that she can inform Somersham.  The Clerk has also been contacted by HDC regarding orphan pieces of grass within the village. It has been stated by HDC that two pieces of village grass in Greenfields are not the responsibility of HDC although they have been cutting them for many years and they will revert to the Parish next year unless the Parish can prove that the grassed areas belong to HDC.  The Clerk and Chairman are investigating this issue.  HDC are offering two sessions regarding devolution on the 9th August (2.30 and 7pm)  If anyone is interested in attending these sessions then please do so.  The Chairman and Clerk will be attending the 7pm session on Tuesday the 9th August.

The Chairman has met with the Environment Agency concerning repair works to the riverbank at High Bridge. They are concerned with erosion of the riverbank and want to carry out repair work at this site.  Work should commence in a couple of months.  They also looked at the slip way into the river behind the Village Hall and they will email the Chairman with options for repairs to this area.

The Parish Council do encourage residents to contact them to raise issues in the village via email but unfortunately, over the last couple of months, the tone and content of such emails has been rude and unnecessary
Item 104
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls has forwarded the minutes to the Clerk
Recreation Field and Play Equipment – no report
Health and Safety – caution Hot Water notices have been put up in the toilets and an inspection visit for the pond play area has been carried out.
Hanson update – Mr Terry Rogers is unable to attend the meeting planned for the 19th September and it is hoped that another Councillor may be available on this date.
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Saywell Charity – no report
Ouse Valley Way update – no report
Rights of Way – The footpath at Minnaars needs clearing the Chairman and Clerk are to contact Mr Minnaar.
Village Pond – The Council asked Mr Keith Hudson to provide another bale of barley straw.
Allotments – no report
Skeeles update – The latest application form has been forwarded to the Earith Echo for inclusion.
Community Plan – Approximately 45 replies have been received from 700 homes.  This is a very disappointing response from the Village.
Village Car Parks – no report

Page 18

Item 105
Trees and hedges to report for action to be taken and updates on visits already made– The County Council have written to the landlord and tenant at 30 Greenfields and the conifers are to be maintained and the moss is to be cleared from the path.

Visits are to be made to 23 Chapel Road – Overhanging Hedge, 21 School Road – Overgrowing Hedge, 75 High Street – Overhanging Hedge, 9 Colne Road – Overhanging Buddleih, Ashcroft, Cooks Drove – Overgrown Hedge to back and side.
Item 106
Drains, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – The County Council have carried out cleaning work to the drains along the High Street but they cannot clear the ones that are in the area of the scaffolding due to access. Mr Terry Rogers reported that there are some pot holes forming on the main road leading from Earith to Bluntisham.  
Item 107
Confirmation of Councillor Responsibilities– The Chairman asked Mr James Woolstenholmes to confirm if he still wanted to carry out the responsibilities that have been assigned to him.  He is happy to take on all the roles apart from Rights of Way which has now been assigned to Mr Terry Rogers.  The Clerk will update the list.
Item 108
Playground Inspection Reports to be discussed – The Chairman read out the reports to the Council.  The Recreation Field had a score of Medium and it was recommended to monitor only.  No repairs needed. The Pond Play Area had a score of Medium and it was recommended that repairs are needed on the climbing frame. Mr Alan Spackman will liaise with Miss Ann Brennan regarding the repairs.  The Council are to look at the placement of the seat as it does get very dirty due to its position under the tree.
Item 109
War Memorial Bluntisham – Request for discussion regarding wreath and flower attachments at the memorial - The Clerk has received an email from Bluntisham Parish Council to consider some form of security for the wreaths and flowers to stop them from blowing around at the memorial.  Earith Parish Council recommend that 5mm galvanised line wire is placed around the circumference of the Memorial approximately 150 – 250mm from the ground or roughly half way up the wreath or flower selection.  Wire ties can then be used to secure the items onto the wire.  The Council were concerned that if tent pegs were used these would need to be secured into the ground and could cause a health and safety issue if anyone fell onto them and could also cause damage to the village grass cutters.
Item 110
Pond Play area grass cutting – The Clerk has received an email from a resident who is concerned that the grass cutting at the pond play area is not carried out very regularly and the cuttings are not removed.  They are also concerned about the general state of the area.  Mr Alan Spackman has volunteered to make sure that the area is cut regularly this season and he has trimmed up the brambles and overgrown vegetation.  The seat is to be looked at as per the playground inspection report.  The Clerk is to get new grass cutting quotes for the village general areas and the two play parks are to be treated separately with more cuts per season to be requested.  The seat/bench placement is to be added to the agenda for discussion in September. 
Item 111
Devolution Consultation – Discussion regarding Parish Council responsibilities regarding services – There is a meeting on the 9th August at HDC regarding devolution and the Chairman and Clerk are to attend.  Other Councillors can also attend if they wish.  It is thought that the Parish Councils should approach this as a collective if they wish to put forward views as individual Parishes would not be able to make any difference if they act alone.
Item 112
Over 60’s request for Donation to be considered – The Council have asked the Clerk to offer the use of the Village Hall on the second and fourth Thursdays to the over 60’s at a reduced rate to help with ongoing running costs of the group.
Item 113
Safety concerns at the allotment – Natural well to be discussed – The Clerk has received correspondence from an allotment tenant as they are concerned with safety issues when using the well to get water.  There are no railings or internal ladder.  The Clerk and Mr John Fulcher are to look into this.  It was suggested that the well should be topped out and a pump put in. 
Item 114
Community Fund Project to put forward – The Clerk has received an email regarding the new Community Fund and the Council can put a bid in for £10,000 for a project within the village.  The deadline is the 15th September.  Mrs Marilyn Russell is to look at the Community Plan responses as one question in the plan asked residents to name something that they would like to change in the village if £5000 was available.  She will let the Clerk know the outcome.
Item 115
Solar powered light at Meadow Lane pinch point – cost to be agreed – The Clerk is still gathering quotations so this is to be added to the agenda in September for discussion.

Item 116
County Council Local Highways Initiative (LHI) Bid to be discussed – The Clerk is to meet with the Highways Officer tomorrow to discuss what can be done in the High Street regarding speed reduction and she will report back at the next meeting for a decision to be made.
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Item 117
Incorrect payments recorded for direct debits in May and June for British Gas and CNG Ltd – The Clerk has noted that incorrect payments have been recorded.  The Direct Debit costs in April were correct.  The May ones were incorrect and should have read £28.68 for British Gas and £66.18 for CNG Ltd.  The June cost for CNG was correct but the cost for British Gas was incorrect and should have read £11.51.
Item 118
Finance – a) Payments to sign off                
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £14.514
	609.59
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Mobile Phone monthly rental not taxable
	12.49
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	520.28
	online
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 5.5 @ £8.068
	44.37
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £8.068
	20.17
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	64.54
	online
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE July 2016
	
	126.80
	2870
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	online
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting – Play Area Recreation Field
	
	95.00
	2871
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Fergusons
	Grass Cutting x 6 cuts Village and County Areas
	
	1512.00
	2872
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Seagrave Inspection Services
	Playground Inspections x 2
	
	196.80
	2873
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Earith Echo
	Earith Echo issue 39
	
	255.00
	2874
	LGA 1972, s.133

	HDC
	Commercial Waste Collection July – Sept
	
	58.50
	2875
	Litter Act 1983, ss5.6

	ICO
	Renewal of data protection registration
	
	35.00
	Dcard
	LGA 1972, s.286

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	23.19
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity final invoice in query
	
	0.00
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for July  2016 
	
	£3,037.11
	
	


a) Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the payments should be signed off. Resolved – All in Favour

b) Online salary payments for August – include back dated pay rise as agreed at agenda item 90 on the 7th July
Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the payments should be made.

Resolved – All in favour

c) Chairman to sign the bank statement to confirm the online salary payments for July as above

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the Chairman should sign

Resolved – All in favour

The Chairman reported that a finance meeting had been held prior to the start of the Council meeting and all payments, receipts, invoices and VAT are correct and there are no problems to report other than those noted at agenda item 117
Item 119
Correspondence – All correspondence as per the file.
Item 120
Items for future meetings –Village Hall floor, WW1 commemoration, Risk Assessments, Time Banking/Good Neighbour Scheme, Parish Linking for shared services, Village Hall Chairs, Pond Play area bench placement, LHI bid, Community Fund, Solar Powered Light, Devolution, Fridge at Village Hall, Xmas Lights.
Meeting closed 10.40pm







Meeting Dates 2016 

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st September









Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 6th October

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd November

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st December
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 




      email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted
  





  Date of notice – 13th August 2016
www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk
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