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Earith Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting Held on Thursday 1st September 2016
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Terry Rogers            



            
Mr John Fulcher
Mr Jeff Nicholls

DC Mr Mike Francis, DC Mr Robin Carter, CC Mr Steve Criswell




Mandy Pink – Clerk
0 members of the public




Item 121
Apologies for absence – Mr Gavin Young, Mrs Marilyn Russell

Absent no Apologies given – Mr James Woolstenholmes, Mrs Jenny Lloyd
Open Meeting at 7.30pm
Item 122
Open Forum – No public attendance
Item 123
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported a small number of attempted break ins plus thefts of catalytic converters from Honda Accord Cars.
Item 124
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that a 20mph speed limit on A roads is now not against County Council Highways policy and can be requested if it is practicable to do so.

DC Mr Robin Carter reported that the operations department are looking into refuse round reconfiguration and Earith may experience a change in day. Advertising and awareness campaigns are planned to alert the village.  It is anticipated that this will occur on the 21st November 2016 and refuse collections will also take place on bank holidays commencing 2017.

HDC and Luminus are hoping to have a meeting next week concerning the Edwards Walk parking issues.

The Chairman asked DC Mr Carter to look into maintenance for the trees in New Greenfields.  Primarily the tree opposite 142 Greenfields.
DC Mr Mike Francis did not have anything major to report.

(Close open Meeting) (Open closed section of Meeting)
Item 125
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None Received
Item 126
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 127
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 4th August 2016

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the minutes should be signed.   
Resolved - All in favour.
Item 128
Matters arising – The Chairman had not carried out any tree visits and Mr Keith Hudson has not yet had a chance to provide a second bale of Barley Straw. 
Item 129
Planning – Application Reference – 16/01480/HHFUL – Proposed single storey extension to the front of the existing house – 4 St Marys Earith

The Council voted to reject this proposal as the work would be at the front of the property and this would not be in keeping with the other properties in the area.  It would not leave very much front garden green space and would cause visibility issues with the neighbouring properties.  It would change the whole panorama of the street.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded to reject the application.  


Resolved – All in favour

Application Reference – 16/01482/FUL – Conversion of existing large garage and storage space into 1no. 2 bed bungalow – 1 Hereward, Earith

There have been 2 neighbour comments raised regarding this application and they mirror the concerns of the Council.  The Council are concerned that pedestrian access would be directly onto Cooks Drove which is a busy road used by many different types of vehicles.  The Council decided that the roof should be a pitch roof if it was to remain in keeping with the current street scene.  Due to the number of concerns raised the Council voted to reject this application.  The Council are also concerned that work appears to have been started already.

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholl seconded that this should be rejected


Resolved – All in favour
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Item 130
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported she attended a devolution meeting with the Clerk chaired by Councillor Howe and introducing CC Mr Steve Criswell in his new role as Community Resilience Executive.  The Consultation has now finished and it is hoped that the proposed devolved Cambridge and Peterborough Authority will be led by a single elected Mayor.  Infrastructure and housing have high importance within this authority.  A decision is to be made in November ready for an election in May.

A traffic incident has occurred on the crossing near to the shop whereby a child was hit by a car and the driver failed to stop.  The child suffered mainly from cuts and bruising but was left shocked by the incident.  The Parish Council are aware that speeding is a problem within the whole village and as stated before a pelican crossing cannot be installed near to the shop as the pavements are not wide enough to house the equipment. Further speed reduction measures are to be looked at.

The Clerk has received an email from a resident who is concerned with the state of the road at Hermitage due to the new development.  The Highways department have been consulted and the road will be made good when the development is finished.


The Clerk has also received an email concerning the overgrown riverbank footpath from the High Street to Harradine’s Yard and this will be cut back sometime around the 8th September.
Item 131
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – no report
Recreation Field and Play Equipment – Mr Keith Hudson reported that there is a hole in the wet pour underneath the horse and the Clerk is to get this fixed.
Health and Safety – The items marked as “to be monitored” on the playground inspection need to be added to the Health and Safety sheets.  The Clerk has met with a fire adviser from Huntingdon Fire Station and he has stated that the electrical circuit boards in the Hall need to be inspected and the Clerk is to arrange for this work to be carried out.  There is no need for any further fire safety equipment to be installed.
Hanson update – Mrs Julie Seamark is to attend the meeting on the 19th September in the absence of Mr Terry Rogers. 
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Saywell Charity – no report
Ouse Valley Way update – no report
Rights of Way – no report
Village Pond – no report
Allotments – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Community Plan – no report
Village Car Parks – no report

Item 132
Trees and hedges to report for action to be taken and updates on visits already made–
Visits are to be made to 21 School Road – Overgrowing Hedge, 75 High Street – Overhanging Hedge, 9 Colne Road – Overhanging Buddleih, Ashcroft, Cooks Drove – Overgrown Hedge to back and side. New reports for visits to be made are house opposite Edwards Walk – Overhanging hedge, Riverview Cottage – Overhanging Briars, Pyracantha hedge in house in Greenfields.
Item 133
Drains, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – The Clerk has received an email from a resident who is concerned with cars parking on the pavement in Meadow Lane.  This should be reported to the Police as the Council have no responsibility for car parking.  
Item 134
Earith Village Hall update– Purchase of new fridge.  The Clerk is to purchase a new larder fridge up to the value of £150.00 inc delivery.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr John Fulcher seconded.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 135
Allotment – Natural Well to be discussed and update on maintenance – The Clerk has received correspondence from an allotment tenant who is concerned with health and safety at the well.  There is only one well which should be used for water at the allotment site and it was agreed that Mr John Fulcher should look into the possibility of topping off this well and having a pump installed to make this safer to use.  There are two other, privately dug, wells on the site and they are not currently locked and secured.  The Clerk is to contact the owners of these wells and ask them to lock and secure them correctly.  The paths and common areas at the Allotment also need to be maintained and these need to be monitored so that action can be taken if they become overgrown.  The allotment representatives, Mr Alan Spackman and Mr James Woolstenholmes need to ensure that checks are carried out.  Mr Terry Rogers has also volunteered to check the allotment site and the Clerk is to provide him with a map of the plots.  The Clerk is also to look into the costs for a notice board and a suggestion box.
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Item 136
Community Fund project to put forward – Deadline 15th September – Mrs Marilyn Russell has supplied the comments made on the community plan for discussion.  One of the main areas of concern within the village is the small play area at the pond.  It was agreed that the Clerk should put together a grant bid for some new equipment, seating and a picnic table at the pond play area.
Item 137
County Council Local Highways Initiative (LHI) Bid to be discussed – Deadline 2nd November - The Council would like to put forward a bid for speed reduction measures at the entrance to the village from Willingham due to the traffic incident reported via the Chairman above.  It is hoped that some improved electronic signs can be installed with happy/sad faces at both ends of the village along with a 40mph buffer zone between the derestricted area and the village 30mph limit.  It was also discussed that a central island on this section of the road will slow the traffic down prior to them entering the village.
Item 138
Pond Play area – repositioning of bench – This will be looked at again once the community fund grant decision has been made. (see item 136 above)
Item 139
County Council Highway Volunteer Scheme – to be discussed – This scheme has been noted by the Council.
Item 140
Finance – a) Payments to sign off                
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £14.659
	615.68
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Back Dated Payrise
	24.36
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Mobile Phone monthly rental not taxable
	12.49
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	544.53
	online
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 5.5 @ £8.224
	45.23
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £8.224
	20.56
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Back Dated Payrise
	5.15
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	69.74
	online
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE August 2016
	
	134.20
	2876
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	online
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting – Play Area Recreation Field
	
	87.50
	2877
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Fenland Fire Appliance
	Fire Extinguisher Service inc. £2.00 underpaid in 2015
	
	72.68
	2878
	LGA, 1972, s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	18.10
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity final invoice 
	
	15.12
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for August  2016 
	
	£1,091.87
	
	


a) Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the payments should be signed off. Resolved – All in Favour

b) Online salary payments for August – include back dated pay rise as agreed at agenda item 90 on the 7th July
Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the payments should be made.

Resolved – All in favour

c) Chairman to sign the bank statement to confirm the online salary payments for August as above

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the Chairman should sign

Resolved – All in favour

Item 141
Correspondence – All correspondence as per the file.
Item 142
Items for future meetings –Village Hall floor and chairs, WW1 commemoration, Risk Assessments, Churchyard Closure, Time Banking/Good Neighbour Scheme, Parish Linking for shared services, River Slipways, River Island Support Group, Pond Play area bench placement, LHI bid, Community Fund, Solar Powered Light, Grass Cutting, Xmas Lights.
Meeting closed 09.55pm







Meeting Dates 2016 









Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 6th October

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd November

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st December
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 




      email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted
  





  Date of notice – 10th Sept 2016
www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk
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