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Earith Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting Held on Thursday 3rd November 2016
Present – Councillors

Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Gavin Young


Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Jenny Lloyd




Mr Terry Rogers            



            
Mr John Fulcher
Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mrs Marilyn Russell
Mr James Woolstenholmes



Mr Alan Spackman

CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Mr Mike Francis, DC Mr Robin Carter



Mr John Dadge, Barker Storey Matthews (applicant’s representative) 101 High Street 

Mandy Pink – Clerk




30-40 members of the public
Item 169
Apologies for absence – Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman),

In the absence of the Chairman, Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman) opened the meeting and took the chair.
Open Meeting at 7.30pm
Item 170
Open Forum – Mr John Dadge gave a presentation concerning outline planning permission for a development of approximately 145 dwellings at 101 High Street, Earith. Residents raised concerns regarding this development to do with allowing remaining bunds and walls from 105 – 115 High Street, access routes, sewerage and drainage and the effectiveness of a relief road.  As there were many residents present who wanted to put forward more views it was decided that a separate open public meeting should be raised to deal with these issues.  The Council’s decision regarding the planning application at agenda item 177 was suspended until after the open meeting.
Item 171
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there had been incidences of cold callers on the High Street wanting money for sharpening tools.  There has been a burglary at Cooks Drove and a stolen vehicle was driven down Darford before being dumped.
Item 172
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell did not have anything of significance to report but questions were put to him regarding a new road being created off Chatteris Road and he confirmed that this was an access road for Bridge Farm Irrigation.  A resident reported a broken drain cover in the High Street which Mr Criswell will look into.  The cycleway to Bluntisham still remains unfinished due to legal agreements being discussed with the landowners.

DC Mr Carter reported that HDC Operations are still talking to Luminus regarding the Car Park at Edwards Walk.  Refuse collections on bank holidays and Sundays are still to be finalised but should be sorted out in the New Year.

DC Mr Mike Francis did not have anything else to report at this time.
(Close open Meeting) (Open closed section of Meeting)
Item 173
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None Received
Item 174
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Councillor Mr Jeff Nicholls declared an interest in agenda item 179 Road Safety Group donation.
Item 175
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 6th October 2016

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.   
Resolved - All in favour.
Item 176
Matters arising – Mr Jeff Nicholls stated that tree and hedge visits had not been carried out but maintenance had been carried out at some properties.
Item 177
Planning – Application Reference – 0101899OUT Earith Fruit Pickers 101 High Street – Removed from agenda pending an open public meeting.

Proposed base station installation at KLM – The Council have been asked if they give their initial draft support to this application for a 23m mast for O2.  The Council agree to this in principle and await the official planning application in due course.
Item 178
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the request for a TRO by the County Council, which was discussed at the October meeting, was for a blanket TRO to cover all road closures due to flooding on the A1123.  This would result in less administration and less cost to the County Council saving approximately £1000 per incidence of road closure.

The Clerk has completed the A14 community fund grant application and a result should be known towards the middle of November

Village Hall maintenance to the floor and chairs has been put on hold until the Clerk has more time to deal with this matter.


Page 27

The Clerk has received the churchyard closure order from HM Privy Council and has started proceedings to pass the liability for maintenance to the District Council.


The Clerk has received a letter from HDC Mr Frank Mastrandrea regarding the query of ownership of the car park area at Darford.  This area has not been sold, as was previously stated, but a right of access has been granted to 2 homeowners to access their property in Edwards Walk.


The Chairman has received a request to pass on thanks to Mr Alan Spackman for cutting the hedge at the Pond play area.  Thanks are also given to the resident who cleared the memorial area in the village.

Item 179
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the Road Safety Group have requested a donation from all Councils that it represents to cover costs.  A donation of £30 was agreed by the Council and Mr Nicholls is to let the Clerk know the payee details.
Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that £30 should be donated to the Road Safety Group. Resolved – All in favour

The HCV meeting was being held today and minutes will be forwarded when received.
Recreation Field and Play Equipment – no report.
Health and Safety – Mr John Fulcher reported that he had removed the plug socket covers .
Hanson update – No minutes yet received. 
PC Cluster Meetings – no report  
Saywell Charity – no report
Ouse Valley Way update – Mr Gavin Young reported that a meeting had been held and the only requirement at present is for the Earith Parish Council representative to walk the allotted route for Earith and report any maintenance that is needed to HDC.
Rights of Way – no report 
Village Pond – no report
Allotments – There is currently a ¼ plot available and possibly a ½ plot if it is not maintained as requested.
Skeeles update – Applications for grants are being received at present and a meeting will be held when all applications have been made
Earith Town Estate – no report

Community Plan – 49 responses have now been received and a draft set of results was tabled by Mrs Marilyn Russell.  These have still to be discussed by the Community Plan working party.
Village Car Parks – no report

Item 180
Trees and hedges to report for action to be taken and updates on visits already made–
Visits are to be made to, 75 High Street – Overhanging Hedge, The house opposite Edwards Walk – Overhanging hedge, Overhanging Buddleih  at 12 Orchard Crescent. New report of hedges overhanging the road on Meadow Drove – Miss Ann Brennan is to look into this.

The Doctors Surgery footpath, Ashcroft, 21 School Road, 9 Colne Road have all been attended to. 
Item 181
Drains, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mr Terry Rogers reported that there is inappropriate and inconsiderate parking in Chapel Road and also in other parts of the village and whilst this is a matter for the police to enforce it would be good to include an article in the Earith Echo regarding parking in the village.
Item 182
Grass Cutting Tender to be discussed – The Clerk requested that three contractors should walk around the village of Earith so that the correct areas for cutting could be agreed.  Two contractors did walk around and were correctly instructed and have provided accurate tenders.  The third contractor did not walk around the village and subsequently did not know the correct areas that the tender request covered.  This third tender was discussed but as it was not sure what areas the tender referred to it was difficult to compare the tenders fairly.

Tender 1 – Quote 1 £6700pa, Quote 2 £9500pa (not sure of the number of cuts) Quote 3 £600pa
Tender 2 – Quote 1 £2250pa, Quote 2 £1620pa (based on 27 cuts) Quote 3 £200pa
Tender 3 – Quote 1 £2300pa, Quote 2 £1080pa (based on 27 cuts) No quote 3 provided
Taking all things into account it was decided to award the grass cutting tender to Tender 2 

Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that Tender 2 is accepted. Resolved – All in favour
Item 183
Orphan grass cutting sites to be discussed – Huntingdon District Council have highlighted 2 grassed areas in Greenfields that do not belong to them but they have been maintaining them for some time.  In order for them to save money they have requested that the Parish Council take these areas on.  Quotations were obtained within the grass cutting tender quotes above (except for tender 3)

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the orphan grass areas are adopted by the Parish. Resolved – All in favour
Item 184
Allotment – Natural Well to be discussed and update on maintenance – Mr John Fulcher has carried out some further research and has discovered that most of the pumps can pump approximately 30 litres or water per minute based on the exertion of the user.  They are also not frost proof and are easy to 
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remove.  Quotations are now being looked at for a 2ft 6” wall to be built around each well with a hinged wooden lid locked by a padlock with tumbler number locking.  Mrs Jenny Lloyd pointed out that quotations should be requested using engineering bricks as opposed to household bricks.  The Clerk is to obtain quotations.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the Clerk should obtain quotations


Resolved – All in favour

Item 185
Christmas Lights to be discussed – Mrs Jenny Lloyd asked if a different Councillor could take on the responsibility for putting up the Christmas decorations in the Village Hall this year, including decoration of the tree.  Mr James Woolstenholmes would arrange for this to happen.  Miss Ann Brennan will organise for the lights in the tree outside to be checked and these will be turned on prior to the next meeting.
Item 186
Remembrance Service Schedule to be announced on behalf of Earith, Bluntisham and Colne RBL Branch – The Clerk reported the schedule of services as follows

Friday 11th November – Earith Bridge Memorial 10.50 for 11am service


Sunday 13th November – Colne Memorial and Church 10.50 for 11am service


Sunday 13th November – Bluntisham Baptist Chapel 2.15 for 2.30pm service followed by parade to the Memorial 

Item 187
Tree Warden Support – Further information - The Clerk requested further information following last month’s meeting and more detailed information was provided about the work of tree wardens but not the work of the tree warden coordinator.  Earith no longer has a tree warden that would benefit from this support role so it was decided that Earith Parish Council would not contribute to this paid Huntingdon District Council position.
Item 188
Changes to the Electoral Cycle – consultation to bring all elections in Huntingdonshire in line as of May 2018 – Huntingdon District Council are changing the electoral cycle for some parishes to bring all elections in line meaning only one election for all Councillors, both District and Parish.  This will affect Earith as currently the next Parish Election would be in May 2019.  Earith Parish Council noted this and are happy for the District to include Earith in the electoral changes.
Item 189
Earith Parish Council Precept draft to be tabled ready for discussion in December - The Clerk provided the Councillors with a draft precept ready for discussion in December.
Item 190
Finance – a) Payments to sign off                
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £14.659
	615.68
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Mobile Phone monthly rental not taxable
	12.00
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	524.68
	online
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 5.5 @ £8.224
	45.23
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £8.224
	20.56
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	65.59
	online
	

	White Plumbing
	Disabled toilet repair
	
	60.00
	2886
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE October 2016
	
	128.20
	2887
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	online
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting – Play Area Recreation Field
	
	57.50
	2888
	OSA 1906, s.10

	MSP Services
	Doctors Surgery Pathway Maintenance
	
	160.00
	2889
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Fergusons
	Grass Cutting x 4 cuts village and county
	
	1008.00
	2890
	OSA 1906, s,10

	Earith Echo
	Earith Echo Issue 41
	
	220.00
	2891
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Zurich Municipal
	LCAS Membership Fee 2016-2017
	
	114.00
	2892
	LGA 1972, s143

	Hunts DC
	Commercial Waste Removal Oct-Dec 2016
	
	58.50
	2893
	Litter Act 1983, ss,5,6

	Cambridge Water
	Village Hall Water Rates
	
	47.96
	2894
	LGHA 1972, s133

	John Lewis
	Larder Fridge Village Hall
	
	139.00
	Dcard
	LGHA 1972, s133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	20.28
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Axis
	Village Hall Electricity monthly charge
	
	20.06
	DD
	LGHA 1972 s.133

	
	Total Spend for October  2016 
	
	£2,773.77
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the payments should be signed off. Resolved – All in Favour

b) Online salary payments for November Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the        payments should be made. Resolved – All in favour

c) Chairman to sign the bank statement to confirm the online salary payments for September and October as above Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the Chairman should sign.
Resolved – All in favour
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Item 191
Correspondence – The Clerk reported the comments of Holywell cum Needingworth Parish Council concerning Gifford’s Park
Item 192
Items for future meetings –Village Hall floor and chairs, WW1 commemoration, Risk Assessments, Churchyard Closure, Time Banking/Good Neighbour Scheme, Parish Linking for shared services, River Slipways, River Island Support Group, Pond Play area bench placement, Solar Powered Light.
Meeting closed 10.15pm







Meeting Dates 2016 

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st December
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 




      email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted
  
www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk
  Date of notice – 12th Nov 2016
PAGE  
1

