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Earith Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting Held on Thursday 5th January 2017
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Jenny Lloyd




Mr Terry Rogers            



            
Mr Jeff Nicholls






Mr John Fulcher




Mr Alan Spackman
Mr Gavin Young




Mrs Marilyn Russell
DC Mr Mike Francis, DC Mr Robin Carter, CC Mr Steve Criswell



Mandy Pink – Clerk




4 members of the public
Item 216
Apologies for absence – Mr James Woolstenholmes absent from the meeting no apologies sent

Open Meeting at 7.30pm
Item 217
Open Forum – Miss Holly Saunders gave a brief presentation to the Council concerning organising a Christmas Fair for 2017.  This will be discussed at agenda item 224

Mr Dusan Hamlin reported a drainage problem on the High Street and also reported that a tree had fallen on the River Island.  Mr Hamlin is keen to see the River Island maintained and would like to form a preservation group to deal with this.  This will be discussed at agenda item 232
Item 218
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there had been a robbery at the Industrial Estate and also some dwelling disturbances in Bluntisham.  There have also been a number of road accidents in the area.
Item 219
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell wished the Council a Happy New Year which was echoed by the District Councillors and took questions from the floor.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman raised queries with the terrible state of the Chatteris Road following the increased HCV movements relating to the Quarry.  Cllr Criswell said that the sweeper vehicles had been utilised and any problems should be reported to the Police. Parish Cllr Mr Keith Hudson raised queries relating to the poor condition of the roads at the corner of Cooks Drove/Chapel Road and also Cooks Drove near the speed humps towards Vermuyden.  Parish Cllr Mr Alan Spackman raised concerns over the state of the Willingham Road and Cllr Criswell will bring all of these queries to the attention of the Highways Officer.  Parish Cllr Mrs Jenny Lloyd raised concerns over the debris strewn over the road at Meadow Lane following the cutting of the hedge.  Cllr Criswell did not think that this was carried out by the County Council and Mrs Lloyd will speak to the adjacent landowner to see if they have cut the hedge themselves.

DC Mr Mike Francis reported that HDC are currently putting together a policy concerning wind farms and that a consultation is currently running until the 16th January for comments.

DC Mr Robin Carter reported that the refuse collection days are back to normal and that working on bank holidays will begin this year for the refuse collectors.  Cllr Carter has stepped down from his cabinet appointment and has been replaced by Mr Jim White.
(Close open Meeting) (Open closed section of Meeting)
Item 220
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None Received
Item 221
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  None Received.
Item 222
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 1st December 2016

Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the minutes should be signed.   
Resolved - All in favour.
To sign minutes of Public meeting held on – 28th November 2016


Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that the minutes should be signed.   

Resolved - All in favour.

Item 223
Matters arising – Mr Jeff Nicholls stated that tree and hedge visits had not been carried out. 
Item 224
Christmas Planning and Suggestions 2017 – Discussion following the presentation in the Open Forum.

Miss Holly Saunders put forward her suggestions for an organised Christmas event to take place in 2017.  The Parish Council welcomed the presentation and thought that this was a very good idea and would give Miss Saunders as much support as possible.  The Village Hall will be made available for the event and an article will be placed in the Earith Echo asking for help in setting up a working party.  Cllr Mrs Marilyn Russell said that she would help with this project.

Mrs Marilyn Russell proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the Council will help to support this venture.  Resolved – All in favour

Item 225
Planning – Application Reference – 16/00909/FUL Land West of 26 High Street – Relocation of dwelling. The Parish Council discussed this application at length as they are concerned that the design of the 
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dwelling has also changed and not just the positioning of it within the plot.  They are also primarily concerned that tree work is still going to be carried out even though these trees are under the protection of a TPO and in a conservation area.  The main differences to the plans are that the bay window has enlarged and a further window has been moved and the angle of the roof has changed.  Therefore the Council did not make a decision on this application and asked the Clerk to contact the planning officer to ask the applicant to resubmit their plans for approval and to state again that no changes should be made to the trees in this development.
Planning - Application – 16/02564/TELDET – Installation of a 23m lattice tower at KLM Engineering

As previously stated the Parish Council are in support of this application.

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that this application is approved.


Resolved – All in favour


Planning – Application – 16/02571/HHFUL – Ground floor rear extension and external air con unit – 42 High Street Earith


The Parish Council discussed this application and other than the siting of the air conditioning unit being visible to any neighbouring properties they had no objections to this application.  The extension will tidy up the rear aspect of the property and as it is a rear extension it will not alter the current street scene.

Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr John Fulcher seconded that this application is approved.


Resolved – All in favour

Item 226
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that a further invoice from Anglian Water for £31.69 had been received by the Clerk and asked the Council to agree to sign the cheque payment today and that the expense will be included in the accounts for January.

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this cheque is signed.


Resolved – All in favour


The Chairman also commented that the Clerk’s computer was getting quite old and due to the major operating system upgrades it had become slow and unresponsive with some programmes.


Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Gavin Young seconded that the Clerk could purchase a new computer system up to the value of £1000.00.  Resolved – All in favour
Item 227
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported there will be a Road Safety meeting next week and that the main topic of the HCV meeting was limiting of HCV movements to the East.
Recreation Field and Play Equipment – No report
Health and Safety – Mr John Fulcher reported that he had conducted a further H&S check on the Village Hall and he expressed concerns with the untidy car park area behind the Village Hall and that the metal fence belonging to Quiet Waters was beginning to become unstable. Concerns were also raised regarding car parking in Chapel Road as cars are parking on the designated footpath denoted by the white line and solar lights.  Inconsiderate parking of cars on the opposite side of the road to the footpath is also causing road users to cross over onto the footpath area when travelling down Chapel Road.
Hanson update – No report. 
PC Cluster Meetings – No report  
Saywell Charity – No report
Ouse Valley Way update – No report
Rights of Way – The new footpath created by the RSPB connecting High Bridge and Earith Sluice has now been finished and can be used when the area is not under water. 
Village Pond – The Council would like to thank Ms Hazel Lambert for successfully launching the floating feeding platform complete with seasonal Christmas tree at the pond.  Hot chocolate and mince pies were provided at the launch.
Allotments – The Clerk reported that despite letters being sent to an allotment tenant they are still allowing their dog to run free at the allotment plots.  Several plot owners have now contacted the Clerk to complain and the Council have advised the Clerk to write again to the plot owner to request finally that the dog is kept on a lead otherwise the plot will be taken back by the Council and the tenant officially evicted.
Skeeles update – Miss Ann Brennan reported that 5 applications had been received for grants from the Skeeles charity and all grants had been approved.  She also reported that the Chairman, Mr Eddy stepped down after 47 years of service with the Charity.
Earith Town Estate – No report

Community Plan – 52 responses have now officially been received and the draft correlation of replies has been made available to the working party for consideration.  This will be an agenda item in February for the Council to discuss.  One item regarding speeding in the High Street was highlighted by the responder’s and so the Clerk is to include this in her LHI bid for speed reduction measures in the High Street.  The Council will now be looking into long term plans to include a 20mph speed limit on the High Street if the County Council Highways Department think that this can be achieved.
Village Car Parks – No report

Item 228
Trees and hedges to report for action to be taken and updates on visits already made–
Visits are to be made to 75 High Street – Overhanging Hedge, The house opposite Edwards Walk – Overhanging 
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hedge, The overhanging Buddleia at 12 Orchard Crescent has been maintained. 
Item 229
Drains, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – No new reports other than those flagged up to the County Councillor at agenda item 219.
Item 230
CIL Levy payment to be discussed – Possible new play equipment at the pond – The Council have received a CIL payment of £4151.06 which they would like to put towards funding some new play equipment and seating options at the pond.  The Clerk was unsuccessful in her bid for a community grant so the Council will fund this project themselves.  The Clerk has obtained some quotations for equipment, seating and a table and will arrange to begin this project as soon as possible.  

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the Council should finance this project using the CIL money and money from the general and unforeseen budget as a need for new equipment at the pond was highlighted in the community plan. Resolved – All in favour
Item 231
Earith Causeway grass verge – Problems with churning up of the grass – The Clerk has received an email from a resident regarding the poor state of the grass verge along the causeway probably due to tractor movements in this area although cars do also park here.  The Clerk is to write to the farmer to ask if he can refrain from driving his tractor on the grass during the winter months although this will result in added mud on the road on this stretch of the A1123.
Item 232
River Island Support Group – The Clerk is to place an article in the Earith Echo concerning the possibility of setting up a group of people who are interested in conserving, protecting and preserving the Earith River Island.  One resident in particular is keen to explore this idea and is happy to act as a founder of the group to help this idea to come to fruition.  It is unsure at this stage what work will be needed but general clearing and tidying is needed now with the possibility of some bank strengthening work in the future.  Volunteers who are interested in this idea should contact the Clerk in the first instance who will pass details to the principle helper for ongoing progression.
Item 233
Village Hall tables set up for the Over 60’s – The Over 60’s group are to return to the Earith Village Hall in February and the caretaker of the Hall is unable to put out the tables for this meeting due to other commitments.  The Council discussed this at length and have decided to form a rota for the short term until the Caretakers current job description is assessed.  Mr Terry Rogers, Mrs Jenny Lloyd, Mr Gavin Young and Mr Alan Spackman have volunteered to be rota members.
Item 234
Email received concerning the display of Council minutes and the procedure involved – to be discussed – The Clerk has received an email from a resident who wishes for the minutes of the Parish Council meetings to be displayed on the website in the month that the meeting takes place in.  The Council do not display the minutes on the website until they are officially signed off by the Chairman which takes place the month after the meeting has taken place.  The minutes are displayed on the village notice boards when they have been prepared by the Clerk and are emailed to residents who have subscribed to the website but are not actually displayed on the website until they are official.  The Council decided that they would like this procedure to remain.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded to keep the procedure as it is. 


Resolved – All in favour
Item 235
Solar Powered light at pinch point in Meadow Lane – The Clerk has received a quotation of £1075 from the County Council to install the light at the end of January.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that this should be actioned.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 236
Earith Parish Council Precept to be set for 2017/2018 - The Clerk resubmitted the precept request to the Council as it was considered that the suggested rise to £49,000 was not satisfactory and would put too much of an added burden on householders.  A lower precept request of £47,000 is to be made.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the Precept should be set at £47,000


Resolved – All in favour
Item 237
Finance – a) Payments to sign off                
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £15.517
	651.71
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Mobile Phone monthly rental not taxable
	12.00
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	552.95
	online
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 5.5 @ £8.566
	47.11
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £8.566
	21.42
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	67.73
	online
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE & NI December 2016
	
	136.66
	2904
	LGA1972,s.112-119
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	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	online
	LGA1953,s.4

	HDC
	Commercial Waste Collection Jan – Mar 17
	
	58.50
	2905
	Litter Act 1983, ss5,6

	EBC RBL
	Donation to local British Legion
	
	60.00
	2906
	LGA 1972, s.137

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	0.00
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Axis
	Village Hall Electricity monthly charge
	
	20.96
	DD
	LGHA 1972 s.133

	
	Total Spend for December  2016 
	
	£1,046.80
	
	


a) Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour

b) Online salary payments for January Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the        payments should be made. Resolved – All in favour

c) Chairman to sign the bank statement to confirm the online salary payments for December as above Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the Chairman should sign.
Resolved – All in favour

Item 238
Correspondence – Email from Mr John Dadge was noted.
Item 239
Items for future meetings – Village Hall floor and chairs, WW1 commemoration, Risk Assessments, River Slipways
Meeting closed 10.25pm







Meeting Dates 2017 

Thursday 2nd February

Thursday 2nd March

Thursday 6th April

Thursday 11th May due to elections

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 




      email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted
  
www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk
  Date of notice – 14th Jan 2017
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