Page 38
Earith Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting Held on Thursday 2nd February 2017
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mr Gavin Young joined the meeting at 9.45pm
Mr Terry Rogers            



            
Mr Jeff Nicholls






Mr John Fulcher




Mr Alan Spackman
Mrs Marilyn Russell
DC Mr Mike Francis, CC Mr Steve Criswell



Mandy Pink – Clerk




1 member of the public
Item 240
Apologies for absence – Mr James Woolstenholmes, Mrs Jenny Lloyd, DC Mr Robin Carter

Open Meeting at 7.30pm
Item 241
Open Forum – No comments made
Item 242
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there had been 2 incidents of car number plates being stolen in the High Street and also Darford.  An incident also occurred when a dog being walked on its lead was attacked by a loose terrier causing injuries that needed vet’s treatment.
Item 243
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that the Shelfords Road B1050 is now subject to monthly review for repairs to be carried out when needed.  The Chairman asked if the Chatteris Road could also be placed on a monthly review and CC Mr Criswell will look into this.  CC Mr Criswell reported on the Clerk’s LHI bid and said that the panel discussed the application in detail and the committee will reach a decision in March.  The Vice Chairman raised the issue of damaged road signs on Colne Road.

DC Mr Mike Francis reported that he is looking into the issues raised by the Council regarding planning enforcement and he will liaise with the enforcement officers to see if anything can be done to improve the enforcement process.  

(Close open Meeting) (Open closed section of Meeting)
Item 244
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None Received
Item 245
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  The Chairman declared an interest in the planning application for 148 Greenfields item 248.
The Chairman asked for 2 items to be brought forward on the agenda.  Agenda item 250 reps report - Community Plan and also agenda item 256.  They will both be discussed after the Chairman’s report – agenda item 249.  Resolved – All in favour for the items to be moved.

Item 246
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 5th January 2017

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.   
Resolved - All in favour.
Item 247
Matters arising – None
Item 248
Planning – Application Reference – 16/02707/HHFUL Demolish existing conservatory and construct single storey rear extension and second storey side extension – 148 Greenfields

The Council discussed the application and thought that the development was in keeping with other properties in the area and that it would improve the rear of the property and allow the family more amenity space.


Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that this application is accepted.


Resolved – All in favour

Planning - Application – 17/00099/FUL – Demolition of existing agricultural buildings and the construction of a new residential dwelling conforming to scheme approved by 15/02215/FUL – agricultural buildings North West of Briar Lodge, Earith Road, Colne

The Council discussed this application at length and, as per the previous application, they voted to reject this proposal as the development is outside of the built up environment of the village and it also goes against the National Planning Policy Framework section 6.55.  The footprint of the existing building has also been expanded by the new proposal as the top left hand corner has been included in the design.

Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the application is rejected

Resolved – All in favour

Possible planning update on 0401899OUT 101 High Street regarding the provisions raised by the Council. The Chairman reported the comments received by email from Mr John Dadge regarding the conditions raised.  All the conditions are being looked at and will be reviewed at a later time.
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Item 249
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that there has been a pre application for improvements to the water tower at Bluntisham and no comments are to be made.  The Clerk has also received an anonymous letter concerning litter picking by a village resident between the two bridges.  The resident is concerned that the litter is not being collected and the Chairman asked the District Councillor Mr Mike Francis to look into this.  The Council would like to thank the anonymous resident for collecting litter in the village.

The Chairman reported that the Clerk had presented the LHI bid for speed reduction measures on the High Street and a 40mph buffer zone between the two bridges and a central island to be built near the sluice to slow the traffic on the entrance to the village from Willingham were mentioned.  The Parish Council will work with the Highways Department to ensure that the most effective measures will be introduced. Speed reduction measures along the whole of the High Street are part of a long term plan which will hopefully result in a lowering of the speed limit on the High Street to 20mph.


The Clerk has received an application to use the Village Hall for refreshments and toilet facilities for the next Village Yard Sale which is currently being organised for May.  Last year the Parish Council agreed that the Hall could be used free of charge as the proceeds of the sale are going to charity.  They are happy for this to happen again this year.  The Charity is EACH.

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the hall will be free of charge


Resolved – All in favour


The Chairman also reported that the Clerk had now received confirmation from HDC that maintenance of the closed churchyard at Bluntisham had been successfully transferred to the District and that it was no longer the responsibility of the Parish Council.  The Clerk had to ask DC Mr Mike Francis to intervene in this matter as the HDC representative, Mr Chris Stopford would not reply to the Clerk.  This item has been ongoing since 2014 and is regularly mentioned at Council meetings and Earith and Bluntisham Parish Councils have been working together to ensure that the responsibility is passed to the District Council for all ongoing upkeep and maintenance in the future.
Item 250 
Parish Council representatives report – Community plan – Mrs Marilyn Russell reported that 52 responses had been received from the village and she had produced a pack of the responses for the Councillors to discuss.  She proposed that a small group of Councillors, together with the Clerk, should meet to arrange how the responses should be collated ready for final printing.  The Chairman asked if a draft document could be completed ready for the next Council meeting so that a decision can be made regarding printing and distribution.

Item 256
Brought Forward as above - Cycle Way from Earith to Bluntisham to be discussed – This item was brought forward as it was a question in the Community Plan and 47% said that it was a high priority and 23% said that it was a medium priority so CC Mr Steve Criswell wanted to know if the Parish Council wanted to explore possible community funding to ensure that the cycle way is provided or did they want to have the current pathway repaired.  The Parish Council already maintain the hedge and grassed verge in this area as the County Council do not include this on their schedules.  This will be an agenda item for the next meeting
Item 250
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the Road Safety Group discussed the problem of overgrown vegetation obscuring road signs and speed reduction LHI bids by Fenstanton and Hemingford.  HCV movements are still an ongoing discussion with the County Council.
Recreation Field and Play Equipment – No report
Health and Safety – Mr John Fulcher reported that he had conducted a H&S check on the Pond Play area to review the areas highlighted on the annual playground inspection report. He recommended that a notice is placed inside the play area to state that the exit opens onto a busy road. 
Hanson update – No report. 
PC Cluster Meetings – No report  
Saywell Charity – No report
Ouse Valley Way update – No report
Rights of Way – No report
Village Pond – No report
Allotments – No report
Skeeles update – Miss Ann Brennan reported that there will be a meeting on Tuesday 7th Feb.
Earith Town Estate – No report

Community Plan – As above
Village Car Parks – No report

Item 251
Trees and hedges to report for action to be taken and updates on visits already made–
Mr John Fulcher reported that overgrown ivy and brambles at 64 Greenfields are beginning to obscure the pavement.  Mr Jeff Nicholls and the Chairman will visit.  All the previous problems reported had been addressed
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Item 252
Drains, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mr Terry Rogers raised concerns over car parking in Chapel Road and the Clerk is to make a report to the police as inconsiderate parking in this area is resulting in vehicles crossing the pavement area.  
Item 253
Allotment wells update on quotations – 4 wells now found – The Clerk as obtained a quotation for brick surrounds for the wells but this has proven to be expensive and the Vice Chairman will now look at wooden surrounds with hinged lids and will provide quotations for the next meeting
Item 254
Notice boards and post box at the allotment site – The Clerk has sourced a notice board for approx. £180 and a metal post box for approx. £57.  The Council agreed that these can be purchased.

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr John Fulcher seconded that the Clerk can buy these.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 255
Fire and Emergency Plan – Adoption by the Council – The Clerk tabled the proposed Fire and Emergency Plan to the Council for adoption.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the tabled document is adopted.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 256
Cycle Way from Earith to Bluntisham to be discussed - Item brought forward as above.
Item 257
Speed Watch Stickers – Does the Council want to purchase – decision to be made – The Clerk has found some A4 wheelie bin stickers that are bright yellow and have the speed limit sign on them to be used as a visual reminder to drivers of the speed limits within the village.  The stickers are £1.90 each so an article will be posted in the Earith Echo asking if Earith Residents would like to receive some stickers for display on their wheelie bins prior to an order being placed so that the correct demand can be met.  The question of speeding in the village was highlighted in the community plan responses.
Item 258
Play park repair to climbing frame to be discussed – The Clerk has received a quotation for repairs to the wooden elements of the climbing frame at the pond play area.  The Council have requested that a site visit is carried out to see if any other repairs are needed.  Repairs of up to £500 have been agreed.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this should be actioned.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 259
Finance – a) Payments to sign off                
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £15.517
	651.71
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Mobile Phone monthly rental not taxable
	12.00
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	552.95
	online
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 5.5 @ £8.566
	47.11
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £8.566
	21.42
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	67.93
	online
	

	Anglian Water
	Village Hall Water Mar – Sept 2016
	
	31.69
	2907
	LGHA1972, s.133

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE & NI January 2017
	
	136.46
	2908
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – Self-employed monthly contact
	
	150.00
	Online
	LGA 1953, s.4

	JW Electrical
	Electrical Installation and Testing Village Hall
	
	949.44
	2909
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Viking
	Stationery
	
	67.18
	2910
	LGA 1972, s.226

	SLCC
	Membership renewal
	
	108.00
	2911
	LGA 1972, s.143

	Terrys Heel Bar
	Key Cutting Village Hall x 3
	
	12.10
	Dcard
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	John Lewis
	Clerk Computer
	
	649.95
	Dcard
	LGHA 1972, s.266

	Microsoft
	Office 365 monthly cost
	
	5.99
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.266

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	99.25
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Axis
	Village Hall Electricity monthly charge
	
	24.07
	DD
	LGHA 1972 s.133

	
	Total Spend for January 2017 
	
	£2855.01
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour

b) Online salary payments for February Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the        payments should be made. Resolved – All in favour

c) Chairman to sign the bank statement to confirm the online salary payments for January as above Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the Chairman should sign.
Resolved – All in favour
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Item 260
Correspondence – Email from Mr John Dadge was noted, Anonymous letter re litter picking, Waste Collection Letter, Email correspondence from Nigel Swabey
Item 261
Items for future meetings – Village Hall floor and chairs, WW1 commemoration, Risk Assessments, River Slipways
Meeting closed 10.00pm







Meeting Dates 2017 

Thursday 2nd March

Thursday 6th April

Thursday 11th May due to elections

Thursday 1st June 

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 




      email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted
  
www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk
  Date of notice – 11th Jan 2017
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