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Earith Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 11th May 2017
Present – Councillors
Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)				Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)			
Mr Keith Hudson					Mr Alan Spackman				
Mr Gavin Young            				            	Mr Jeff Nicholls
Mr Terry Rogers					Mrs Marilyn Russell
	
2 members of the public 
Mandy Pink - Clerk				

The Present Chairman opens the meeting and welcomes the Councillors, members of the public and then invites nominations for the new Chairman

Item 26	Election of Chairman – The Vote takes place - Nominations received for Mrs Julie Seamark to remain as Chairman
	Proposed Mr Jeff Nicholls and seconded by Mr Terry Rogers.  Resolved – All in Favour

	The New Chairman takes the Chair

Item 27	Apologies for absence – Mr John Fulcher, CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Mr Robin Carter, DC Mr Mike Francis
	Absent without apologies – Mr James Woolstenholmes

Item 28	Election of Vice Chairman – The Vote takes place – Nominations received for Miss Ann Brennan to remain as Vice Chairman
	Proposed by Mr Terry Rogers and seconded by Mrs Marilyn Russell.  Resolved – All in Favour

	Councillors to sign their acceptance forms and Financial Interests 2017

Open Meeting
Item 29	Open Forum – Mr Mick George reported that he is proposing to install a new road way for his lorries from Block Fen to access the Somersham Road.  Plans were shown to the Council.
	Mr Dusan Hamlin gave an update on the river island.  The first official clear up will take place on the 10th June and 12 volunteers have now come forward to help.  Volunteer paperwork was given to Mr Hamlin by the Clerk and this must be returned prior to any work being carried out. The large fallen tree has been tidied up but there is still a lot of rubbish to clear away.  The removal of the chickens was discussed and the Clerk is making further enquiries to try and find the owner.  Defra and the police have been contacted for advice on this matter.

Item 30	Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there had been a suspicious white Ford Transit van seen in Hereward with two men offering to buy scrap metal. The Registration details have been forwarded to the police.  There has been an attempted burglary in School Road.  Two reports have been made concerning noisy behaviour on the Recreation ground.  There has also been reports of suspicious behaviour in Edwards Walk.  A possible telephone fraud occurred in Vermuyden.  A resident has been knocked down on the crossing at the shop in the High Street.  Thankfully the car was moving very slowly but the pedestrian sustained some injuries and an ambulance was called.

Item 31	County Council and District Council Reports – DC Mr Robin Carter reported that the application for a McDonalds/Costa Coffee and Subway has been accepted at St Ives A1123 roundabout. The County Council have traffic improvements in hand.

(Close open Meeting)
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 32	Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted - Mrs Julie Seamark filed a dispensation with the Clerk to allow her to give some background knowledge concerning the planning application17/00163/FUL for Plum Tree Farm at agenda item 36.  The Clerk granted the dispensation.

Item 33	Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Mr Gavin Young declared an interest in the planning application 17/00163/FUL for Plum Tree Farm at agenda item 36
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Item 34	To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 6th April 2017
	Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.   
Resolved - All in favour.
		 	
Item 35	Matters arising – None.

Item 36	Planning – Application Reference – 17/00163/FUL – Plum Tree Farm – Retention of mobile home for residential use for 5 years. – This is a green field site, outside of the village build boundary and surrounded by countryside.  Three Councillors visited the site and saw about 18 pigs, some geese, chickens, ducks and a goat.  This level of live stock will not sustain 2.5 employees.  The Councillors were told at the visit that the applicants wanted to retain the old mobile home as a washing and laundry area therefore there would be 2 mobile homes on site.  This differs to the application. The design and access statement also differs from the application by stating that a timber clad rest room was to be erected and the access road widened.  The access road has already been widened and mains electricity has also already been installed.  There is also a septic tank in use. The Councillors also saw that two commercial ventures are being run on this site. Car sales and a farm shop.  The site is an agricultural site only.  The application could not provide financial paperwork to show the viability of the agricultural concern that was proposed in the design and access statement.  Also, the application did not state anything different from the original application when temporary use of a mobile home to be used when livestock were whelping only and not as a residential abode was accepted.  So, as there was not any different information stated the use of the mobile home should not be changed to a residential dwelling.  There should not be a residential dwelling in this area of the village due to its placement in the village.  If this application is accepted then it would set a precedent for other builds to be proposed outside of the village build boundary so the application is to be rejected.
	Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this application is rejected. 
Resolved – All in favour 

	Application Reference – 17/00750/HHFUL – Single storey rear extension – 96 High Street.  The Council voted to accept this application as the extension was a single storey at the rear of the property and as such did not alter the street scene.  It would also provide the resident with improved personal amenity.
	Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this application is accepted.
	Resolved – All in favour
			 
Item 37	Chairman’s Report – The Chairman would like to congratulate both Mr Steve Criswell and Mr Terry Rogers on their election victory as County Councillors for Somersham and Warboys & Stukeley.  The Clerk has received a letter of resignation from Councillor Mrs Jenny Lloyd and the Chairman would like to thank Mrs Lloyd for her long years of hard work and for the commitment that she has made to the village in her role as Parish Councillor. As a vacancy now exists Councillor reps reports and responsibilities will be discussed at the June meeting.  Unfortunately, there has been another accident at the High Street crossing near the shop and this has been brought to the attention of the County Highways team as the Clerk and Mr Jeff Nicholls met with the County Council Highways Officer to discuss speed reduction measures from the Bridge entrance of the village as part of the successful Local Highways Initiative bid that Earith Parish Council presented to the County Council.  Options are to be discussed.
	The Clerk has found out that the Connections Bus can be used from the ages of 11 years and she is to meet with a bus representative on Friday 12th to see if the bus can be sited at the Recreation Field.
	Regrettably there has been another anti-social  incident reported to the police on 7th May and an incident of “loud party music” also featured in an edition of the Cambridge Evening News relating to a previous matter.
	The internal auditor has visited the Clerk and we await the official report but agenda items 39-43 are a mandatory requirement to have agenda items minuted and voted on if required.

Item 38	Review of Earith Parish Council Risk Assessment and Management Plan 2017/2018 – The Clerk has deleted references to CAPALC until membership has been decided.  This is to be reviewed annually.
	Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that this should be accepted and adopted by the Council. Resolved – All in favour
				
Item 39	Review of Standing Orders – The Clerk reported that there had not been any fundamental legal changes to the standing orders.
	Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the Standing Orders are accepted.
	Resolved – All in favour

Item 40	Review of Financial Regulations – The Clerk reported that there had not been any fundamental legal changes to the Financial Regulations.
	Mr Gavin Young proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that Financial Regulations are accepted.
	Resolved – All in favour
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Item 41	Annual Insurance Renewal – The Clerk reported that she had amended the figure for the rebuild of the Village Hall to reflect the figure that is stated on the Fixed Assets Register
	Mr Gavin Young proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded to accept the small increase.
	Resolved – All in favour

Item 42	Annual Return Acceptance of Governance Statement section 1 – The Chairman formally read aloud the 9 items that are noted in section 1 of the Annual Return and asked the Council if they accepted that these items are correct.
	Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that all items noted are correct.
	Resolved – All in favour
	The Chairman and Clerk both signed section 1 under minute reference agenda item 42 dated 11th May 2017

Item 43	Annual Return Acceptance of section 2 – The Chairman reported the year end figures to the Council for consideration.
	Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr Gavin Young seconded that the figures were correct and that the Chairman and Responsible Finance Officer should sign the return.
	Resolved – All in favour
	The Chairman and Responsible Finance Officer both signed section 2 under minute reference agenda item 43 dated 11th May 2017

Item 44	Community Plan update – Mrs Marilyn Russell reported that she had now transposed the answers into pie charts and requested the help of the Clerk to turn these into a document that can be presented to the Council for adoption.  The Clerk will help but cannot complete this in time for the June meeting.

Item 45	Erica Update – Mr Dusan Hamlin will return the requested paperwork to the Clerk prior to any work being carried out on the Island.

Item 46	Solar lights for various sites within the village – Further to an email correspondence to the Clerk and representations from the Annual Parish Meeting the question of introducing solar powered lighting in dark areas of the village was discussed.  The Councillors will report back on sites to be considered at the June meeting.  The poor state of the pathway from Chapel Road to the High Street was also mentioned and this will be an agenda item for June.

Item 47 	CAPALC Membership to be discussed – The cost of joining CAPLAC is still high and as the Council have not needed the help of CAPALC in the last year they have decided not to renew the membership.

Item 48	Information board to be placed at High Bridge regarding Ouse Washes areas of interest – The Clerk has been approached by the County Council to see if an information board can be placed at High Bridge.  Funding has been sourced from the Heritage Lottery Fund supported by the National Lottery.  The Parish Council are happy to have an information board displayed in this area of the village.

Item 49	Resident request for gates to be placed at the entrance and exit of the small play area at the Recreation field – The Clerk has been asked if the small gates at the Recreation Field can be reinstated.  The Council discussed this and noted that the gates were removed under the guiding direction of ROSPA.  Each year the play equipment is assessed by a ROSPA approved inspector for Health and Safety.  On two consecutive years’ the Council were advised to remove the gates as they constituted a finger trapping hazard.  The Council acted on this recommendation and subsequently removed the gates based on the ROSPA approved inspection criteria.

Item 50 	Request for funding from the Green Space payment from the rural exception site – Payment plan to be provided – The Clerk requested when the green space payment would be made available to the Parish Council for use.  She was advised that the payment had been made by BPHA to the District Council in October 2016.  On further investigation it appears that a spending plan needs to be put to the District Council before the funds will be released.  The Parish Council decided that a payment plan should include MUGA pitch noise reduction and solar powered lights.  The Clerk is to make representations to the District Council for funding to be released.
	Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the Clerk can put forward plans as above. Resolved – All in favour
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Item 51	Finance –   a) Payments to sign off
			b) Online Salary payments for May
			c) Chairman to sign bank statement
                  
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £15.517
	651.71
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Mobile Phone monthly rental not taxable
	12.00
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	553.51
	online
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 6.5 @ £8.566
	55.68
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £8.566
	21.42
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	74.69
	online
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE April 2017
	
	137.60
	2921
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	150.00
	online
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting x 3
	
	870.00
	2922
	OSA 1906, s.10

	MSP Services
	Maintenance at Recreation Field and Memorial
	
	50.00
	2923
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Earith Echo
	Earith Echo issue no 42 & 43
	
	440.00
	2924
	LGA 1972, s.133

	EON
	Street Lighting Charge
	
	37.99
	2925
	PCA 1957, s.3

	Zurich Municipal
	Additional cost for Parish Volunteers
	
	55.00
	2926
	LGA 1972, s.111

	Zurich Municipal
	Annual Insurance Renewal
	
	1959.51
	2927
	LGA 1972, s.111

	Wicksteed Leisure
	Repair to climbing frame pond play area
	
	1359.80
	2928
	OSA 1906, ss.9 & 10

	Hunts DC
	Commercial Waste Collection Apr-June
	
	58.50
	[bookmark: _GoBack]2929
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	Microsoft
	Office 365 monthly cost
	
	5.99
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.266

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	77.61
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Axis
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	31.34
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for April 2017 
	
	£5,861.54
	
	




a) Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour
b) Online salary payments for May –Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the payments should be made.
Resolved – All in favour
c) Chairman to sign the bank statement to confirm the online salary payments for April as above
Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the Chairman should sign
Resolved – All in favour.			

Item 52	Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file
	
Item 53	Items for June Meeting –Village Hall floor & chairs, WW1 commemoration, River Slip Ways, Bus Project, Community Defibrillator, Trees and Hedges, Drainage, Roads and Pavements, Councillor Responsibilities and Parish Councillor Reports, Mick George Proposal, Pathway to shop, Solar Lights

Mr Gavin Young reported that the School Governors had elected to join the Active Learning Trust based in Ely and would hope that the placement would be finalised by January 2018 although there is still a lot of hard work to be carried out. The executive head teacher will be Mrs Sian Pritchard who would be responsible for both Chatteris and Earith and this should secure the future of the school within Earith village.

Meeting Dates 2017
Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st June
Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 6th July
Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd August
Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 7th September

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 					      email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted	  						      Date of notice – 20th May 2017

www.earithparishcouncil.org.uk
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