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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 1st August 2013
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Mr Ron Hodge


Mr Keith Hudson




Mr Alan Spackman




Mrs Jenny Lloyd




Mr Ron Sherriff
Ms Hazel Lambert




Mrs Marilyn Russell
Mr James Woolstenholmes

 CC Steve Criswell, 2 members of the public 
Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 87
Apologies for absence – Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman), Mr Jeff Nicholls, DC Robin Carter, DC Mr Terry Rogers

Open Meeting
Item 88
Open Forum – No comments made
Item 89
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to fuel being stolen from a lorry trailer on the Earith Industrial Estate and several reports of anti-social behaviour within the village.  There were further burglaries in and around the villages in this area.
Item 90
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that the current Willingham Road is scheduled in for patching for now as the County Council have decided that a new Willingham Road will be built alongside the existing road in approximately 2-3 years once the 7.5 Million budget has been achieved.

 DC Mr Robin Carter reported via email that the District Council are in the process of clearing the carpark access drive to the Chapel Road carpark and he has discussed the drainage issues with County Highways who will endeavour to clean out the footway gullies towards the Autumn.  The operations department have also cleaned the High Street
(Close open Meeting)
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 91
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations were received for this meeting.
Item 92
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 93
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 4th July 2013

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 94
Matters arising – None
Item 95
Planning – Application Reference – 1300949FUL – Installation of solar voltaic panels for the generation of electricity at Bridge Farm, Holme Fen Drove, Colne

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded to accept this application.

Resolved – All in favour

Item 96
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that Community Speedwatch Signs could now be sited on MPH road signs within the village so this has meant a change to the positions and amount needed.  The Clerk has submitted our application to Amanda Mays for a quotation.

The Chairman and Clerk attended a meeting with the Earith Town Estate committee to discuss the situation of a permanent skate park within the recreation field.  There are some concerns regarding the distance that the park needs to be from the houses and the Clerk has looked into this with planning who will look at each case and determine the distance that is needed.  It was also discussed that the Parish Council should look to lease this part of the recreation field from the ETE so that the 
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insurance responsibilities for this skate park would fall solely to the Council and would not impinge on the ETE insurance.

The Chairman wanted to thank the Clerk and Councillors Ms Hazel Lambert, Mr Ron Hodge and Vice Chairman Miss Ann Brennan for their help regarding investigating the cause of the rising floor within the Village Hall.  It was found that the tree roots from the London Plane Tree which is situated outside the Village Hall were growing underneath the stage area and subsequently underneath the Hall floor.  The Chairman will contact Mr Brian Ogden and Mr Mike Huntington to inform them of our findings.
Item 97
Parish Council Representatives Report – Including Road Safety – The Chairman had received an email concerning the problem that Speedwatch have incurred as they are finding many vehicles speeding thorough the villages in this area and that the Police are now not able to send out all of the letters that have been generated.  It has been proposed by the Police that a limit of 500 letters per month can be processed.  The Speedwatch supervisor wishes the Council to write to the Police to express our concern and disappointment that this is now happening.  The Chairman will forward the email to the Clerk so that a letter can be sent.
Item 98
Playground Inspection Reports – Discussion on actions needed – Mr Ron Hodge met with Mr Peter Briggs, the playground inspector and discussed the areas in which improvement were needed.

The Colne Road playarea needs attention to the slats on the top of the play equipment and the brambles and nettles need to be trimmed back.  The head of the mushroom seat also needs to be reattached.


The Recreation Field playarea needs attention to the swings as both the seats and the chains need to be repaired.  Mr James Woolstenholmes is to liaise with the Clerk to ensure that the repairs are attended to and the Clerk is to order new seats and chains.
Item 99
Playground Risk Assessments – Date for this to be done – This item is to be moved to the next agenda so that risk assessments can be carried out once the repairs have been attended to.
Item 100
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 32 hrs. @ £9.94
	318.08
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £7.21
	18.03
	
	
	LGHA 1989, s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	268.91
	2532
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker 7.5 hrs. @ £7.21
	54.08
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.21
	18.03
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	70.90
	2533
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE July 2013
	
	68.40
	2534
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2535
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mr G Whitfield
	Internal Audit Cost
	
	148.65
	2536
	ACA 1998

	Mr Ian Ankin
	Village Hall Decoration
	
	609.60
	2537
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Truelink Ltd
	Grass Cutting Contract
	
	300.00
	2538
	OSA 1906, s.10

	CCC
	Contribution to minor highways improvement scheme
	
	2063.97
	2539
	LG&RA 1967, s.133

	SLCC
	Clerks Manual update
	
	35.50
	2540
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Seagrave Inspections
	Playground Inspection annual cost
	
	163.20
	2341
	OSA 1906, ss.9

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone 8th months rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Gas
	
	80.68
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	42.08
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for July 2013
	
	£3,956.69
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the finances should be accepted Resolved - All in Favour

Item 101
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the programme of surface dressing that is being carried out within the villages in the area.  The Heath Road at Bluntisham will be closed for one day on Thursday 22nd August and the High Street in Colne will be closed for part of a day on Friday the 23rd August.
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Item 102
Items to report – Mrs Jenny Lloyd and Mr Keith Hudson both reported that there are overgrown hedges and they have both received complaints from villagers about a hedge in Parrens Road and one in Hermitage Way.

Mr Keith Hudson also wanted to know an update concerning the replacement seat along the Earith to Bluntisham causeway and the Clerk will check up on this.
Item 103
Items for Future Meetings –Parish Plan, Risk assessments, Earith Island Clearance, white lining at Bridge End Car Park

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 5th September 2013

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted



www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk




Date of notice – 31st August 2013
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