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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 5th September 2013
Present – Councillors

Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Jeff Nicholls
Mr Ron Hodge





Mr Alan Spackman

Mrs Jenny Lloyd




Ms Hazel Lambert





Mr Rob Sherriff





Mrs Marilyn Russell


 CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Mr Robin Carter - 3 members of the public 
Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 104
Apologies for absence – Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman), Mr James Woolstenholmes, Mr Keith Hudson, DC Mr Terry Rogers


Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman) chaired the meeting in the absence of Mrs Julie Seamark
Open Meeting 7.35pm
Item 105
Open Forum – A report was given to the Council from a member of the public who is a Horse Owner which highlighted the fact that there is no transition of disease from horses to humans through manure and that horse fouling is not an illegal practice. Dog fouling is illegal and you can be fined if you do not pick up your dog waste.  Horses should also travel on Bridleways or public Highways if possible but if access is impeded or hazardous then riding on the footpaths is a legal practice.  
Item 106
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out an Ecops’ report concerning home security in the warm weather.  The Ecops system is changing and more detailed reports should be produced in the future.

Item 107
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that a settlement of 33 million has now been reached regarding the guided bus.  

The Somersham exchange has now been upgraded to super-fast broadband which should help Earith residents who are routed through the Somersham exchange.
The Willingham river road will be closed on Sunday the 15th September for patching repairs to be carried out.

The Highways Agency will be announcing a new scheme for the A14 and a series of public consultation events will be published shortly.

DC Mr Robin Carter reported that the Chapel Road car park area has now been cleared.  He has also been in discussion with Northern Straw regarding the straw lorries that go through the village and whilst they will not sheet their lorries to stop straw being blown about they are thinking about possibly re-routing their lorries away from Earith High Street.

The District Council has cut grants and new homes bonuses by approximately 30% as between 2.6 - 3.2 million pounds savings need to be made for 2015-2016.
(Close open Meeting) 8.10pm
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 108
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted


Dispensations have been received from Miss Ann Brennan and Ms Hazel Lambert concerning item 118 Dog and Horse Fouling.  The Clerk has granted the dispensations for this meeting as they can both give detailed advice to the Council concerning Horse Ownership.
Item 109
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 110
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 1st August 2013

Resolved - Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the minutes should be signed.  All in favour.
Item 111
Matters arising – None
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Item 112
Planning – Application Reference – 1301045FUL – Conversion of double garage, side extensions and first floor extension to create additional living space and annexe 29 High Street, Earith

Resolved - Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded to accept this application.
All in favour

Planning – Extended permitted development rights.  The Clerk summarised a letter from Mr Andy Moffatt concerning the changes to permitted development rights contained in the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)(Amendment)(England) Order 2013.  These changes can be viewed in full using the link below

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/1101/pdfs/uksi_20131101_en.pdf

Item 113
Chairman’s Report – Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman) read out the Chairman’s report which highlighted the fact that matters cannot be discussed under items to report so for transparency these regular items will be added as agenda items for discussion.  

Mr Brian Murdoch, Cambridge County Council, has informed Earith Parish Council that he will try and help the village when we have overgrown hedges and trees where the residents will not cut them back and his department will do all that they can to help the residents to manage their overgrown hedges and trees.
Mr Brian Ogden from Huntingdon District Council attended a site visit to the Village Hall to investigate the London Plane Tree root problem that is affecting the Village Hall floor.  He was surprised that this issue existed but he has advised the Council to expose the tree roots outside the building so that he can come and sever the roots to allow for the Parish Council to hopefully remove the tree root from underneath the floor in due course.
There has been a national pay rise for all Clerks and Auxiliary staff of 1% as of the 1st April and the Clerk has incorporated this into this month’s pay together with back pay accrued.

The temporary Skate Park day was a huge success.  PCSO’s attended and firmly support the project and a big cross section of adults and children alike enjoyed the day.  The Clerk is to contact the Earith Town Estate for their views.
Item 114
Parish Council Representatives Report – 
Road Safety and HCV – no report to make as meeting is next week

PP3 Partnership – footpaths and bridleways – Ms Hazel Lambert stated that the footpath at the back of Minnaars needs attending too again and the Clerk is to write to Mr Daniel Minnaar to ask for his co-operation as last year.

Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The Clerk has now got the new swings and they will need to be put back into the play area.  The Clerk to liaise with Mr James Woolstenholmes.  
The climbing frame at the pond play area needs repairing and Miss Ann Brennan has organised for a local firm to donate the products to do this.  She will meet with Ron Hodge on Saturday to measure the area and arrange for the repairs to be carried out.

Hanson update – no report received

Skeeles update – no report received

Earith Town Estate update – no report received

Crime prevention and neighbourhood watch/hunts forum – no report received

Pond – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the hedges and trees at the pond area need some attention.  The Clerk is to request quotes.  It is hoped that a working party of volunteers from the Village will help to clear the undergrowth of weeds and brambles that are also making the area look untidy.
Item 115
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – 29 High Street – conifers – visit needed Mrs Julie Seamark and Miss Ann Brennan to action

24 Cooks Drove – overhanging hedge – visit needed Mrs Julie Seamark and Miss Ann Brennan to action
Item 116
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mrs Marilyn Russell reported that the grids in the High Street and Chapel road need to be cleared and also the drains in Chapel Road and Colne Road.  Ms Hazel Lambert also reported the pothole in Colne Road before the Pond – the Clerk is to email Brian Murdoch.
Item 117
Skate Park Update – report from the day and suggested plans for possible move forward – The Clerk reported that during the day the ramps where in use constantly by approximately 10 - 25 children (including 2 adults) of varying ages.  21 questionnaires were completed on the day with a further 6 to be completed and these encompassed 36 children within the village.  All were favourable although some comments were made concerning better control of litter (more bins) and increased problems with bad language from children which cannot really be monitored.  2 people filled in questionnaires that did not have children within the village but they thought that the facility was a 
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good idea.  The PCSO’s lent their support for the project and an official police endorsement is to be requested.  Earith Town Estates, who own the Recreation Field, have not yet had an official meeting 
but would, in principle, be happy to explore the possibility of Earith Parish Council renting a portion of the Recreation Field for the purpose of installing a permanent Skate Park facility.

Mrs Marilyn Russell, who was unable to attend the day’s event, also reported that she had been contacted by 7 other people who were also unable to attend but who lent their support to the project.

When an official meeting has been held by Earith Town Estate then we may be in a position to move forward with this project.  The next stage will be a consultation with the immediate householders within the vicinity of the Recreation Field and a Business Plan will need to be drawn up by a newly formed committee to allow for grant funding to be explored.

Item 118
Dog and Horse Fouling within the Village – discussion and possible action to be taken – It was decided that as horse fouling was not an illegal practice that any complaints by residents should be directed to the Highways Department for them to deal with accordingly.  As dog fouling is also an issue within the Village and is an illegal practice then the Huntingdon Dog warden should be informed so that action can be taken if needed.
Item 119
Earith Island Clearance – response to tenders –action to be taken – The Clerk reported that only one response to the tender had been received and as action needed to be taken before the waters rise again then this should be acted upon now.


Resolved - Mrs Marilyn Russell proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded to accept the quotation of £540.00 for initial work and £140 pounds for strimming thereafter.  All in favour

Item 120
Finance – a) Payments to sign off


     b)  National pay rise of 1% to be back dated to April 1st for Clerks and Auxiliary staff

                                            c) Cheque number 2537 (Mr I Ankin) lost, cheque stopped and new one issued 2542 to be 

                                                 signed. 
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 32 hrs. @ £10.04
	321.28
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989, s.7

	Xx
	Back pay to 1st April
	13.48
	
	
	

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	282.56
	2543
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker 6 hrs. @ £7.28
	43.68
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	xx
	Back pay to 1st April
	2.86
	
	
	

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	65.14
	2544
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE August 2013
	
	70.00
	2545
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2546
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mr R Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	17.90
	2547
	PHA 1936, s.260

	Wicksteed Leisure
	Swings and Chains for play area
	
	406.22
	2548
	OSA 1906, ss.9

	EVA
	Earith Echo
	
	220.00
	2549
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Fenland Fire 
	Fire Extinguisher Annual Maintenance
	
	35.88
	2550
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Truelink Ltd
	Grass Cutting Contract
	
	300.00
	2551
	OSA 1906, s.10

	DCS Window Cleaning
	V Hall Window Cleaning
	
	13.00
	2552
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Viking
	Stationery including stamps and paper
	
	103.59
	2553
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Highline Adventure
	Temporary Skate Ramps for a day
	
	804.00
	2554
	OSA 1906, ss.9

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone 10th months rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	First Call Printers
	Refurbished printer for Clerks Office
	
	49.94
	D Card
	LGA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	36.14
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for August 2013
	
	£2,516.87
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the finances should be accepted - All in Favour

Item 121
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Clerk drew the Councillors attention to the winter gritting route and also the Ouse Washes works programme for the coming months.  An email from Speedwatch was received and is to be discussed as an agenda item in October
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Item 122 
Items to report – please note that no decisions can lawfully be made under this item.  LGA 1972, s 12 10 (2)b states that business must be specified therefore the Council cannot lawfully raise matters for discussion – 

Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the hedge has been cut back at the end of School Road but the householder in Darford has still not had his issued resolved.  Mr Ron Hodge is to see Mr Robin Carter on Tuesday and he will discuss this then.


Mrs Jenny Lloyd requested that an item is added to the October agenda concerning speeding in Meadow Lane.
Item 123
Items for Future Meetings – Allotments – Ron to provide up to date site plan ready for invoicing, Parish Plan, Risk assessments, white lining at Bridge End Car Park

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 3rd October 2013

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted



www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk




Date of notice – 28th September 2013
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