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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 7th November 2013
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr Ron Hodge
Mr Alan Spackman




Mrs Jenny Lloyd

Ms Hazel Lambert




Mrs Marilyn Russell
Mr Keith Hudson

6 members of the public 
Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 146
Apologies for absence –Mr Rob Sherriff, Mr James Woolstenholmes, CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Mr Robin Carter and DC Mr Terry Rogers

Open Meeting 7.35pm
Item 147
Open Forum – The Council was thanked by the High Street Residents for informing them of the proposed street lighting changes and for helping them to all come to a rational conclusion to this issue.  They are generally happy with the proposals that have been made.
Item 148
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out several Ecops’ reports concerning car thefts, break ins and general security updates.  There is also a phone scam that is being operated in this area whereby you receive a phone call in the night from, “supposedly,” the police to inform you that they have arrested a criminal with a lot of money on them and a list of names and addresses, yours included.  They then urge you to contact your bank immediately.  You then hang up the call but the scammers remain on the line and then take your bank details and inform you that they will come and collect your card the next day and give you a replacement.  A smartly dressed man arrives the next day and takes your card and pin number and empties your bank account.  Please be very aware of any phone calls that you receive late at night.
Item 149
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell emailed a report concerning the A14 upgrade to say that the Highways Agency is committed to incorporating measures to discourage through traffic from leaving the A14 toll road.  A proposed local road will run parallel which will become the emergency diversion. 
DC Mr Robin Carter emailed a report concerning updates in Hereward.    HDC have removed the brambles and trimmed back the tree.  Fallen crab apple fruit still remain a problem but this is being looked into.  The Car Park is still an issue. 
The Clerk has received a response from CCC regarding the B1050.  They are proposing to remove the willow trees in the hedge as they believe that these are causing the road to subside.  The hedge will remain.  Once the trees have been addressed the repairs will be looked at again.  The Clerk is to contact Steve Dighton to ask about timescales for work. 
(Close open Meeting) 7.45pm
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 150
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted – None received
Item 151
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Mrs Marilyn Russell declared an interest in item 160 – Street Lighting.
Item 152
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 3rd October 13

Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.  All in favour.
Item 153
Matters arising – None
Item 154
Planning – Application Reference – 1301416FUL – Two storey extension to form porch and extended bedroom space.  41 Greenfields, Earith

Resolved - Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Ron Hodge seconded to accept this application.
All in favour
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Item 155
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that Earith Town Estates are looking into the provision of a 10-15 year lease to allow the Council to move forward the skate park project.  A grant bid has been started and consultations are to get underway with residents adjacent to the Recreation Field.

The Chairman wanted to thank the Councillors for their time in attending the street lighting meetings and was happy to accept the thanks of the residents during the Open Forum.


The Chairman also wanted to express her thanks to Mr Liggett for refurbishing the bench at the memorial in time for the Remembrance Service on Sunday the 10th November followed by wreath laying ceremony on Monday the 11th November.  The Clerk is to write and thank him for his wonderful help.


The Saywell Charity has requested that a PC representative is appointed from Earith.  The Chairman proposed that this office was pinned to the office of Chairman so that this was not overlooked in the future.


The Chairman wanted to ask the Councillors to think of ways to commemorate the WWI 100th year celebrations that will be happening in 2014.  This is to be added as an agenda item in December.


Mr Brian Ogden, Tree Officer from HDC has now cut the roots of the London Plane tree under the stage in the Village Hall.  The Hall will be closed in early 2014 for floor refurbishment now that this obstruction has been looked into.  The Chairman wanted to express her thanks for the work that Mr Ron Hodge had carried out to allow this to happen.  This will probably be a big expense for 2014 and will need to be considered in the budgets for the forthcoming year.  Grants will also be looked into.
Item 156
Parish Council Representatives Report – 
Road Safety and HCV – no report
Footpaths and bridleways – footpath 68/2 now clear. Thanks to Mr Minnaar
Village Pond – Thanks to the working party who helped to clear weeds and plant flowers at the Pond.  Organised by Ms Hazel Lambert.
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – swings still need to be looked at.  Miss Ann Brennan to arrange this.  Thanks to Miss Brennan, Earith Timber Products and Safetyworks Solutions for the excellent work in refurbishing the play equipment at the Pond.  Very good progress had been made so far.  Some smaller items are still to be finalised.
Hanson update – Mr Ron Hodge attended the recent meeting which highlighted the fact that some trees will need to be cut near to the entrance turning into the road leading to the Hanson Site, which is off the Willingham  Road, as gates and fences are to be put up to alleviate the problem of fly tipping.  The Bridleway at Bluntisham entrance will need to be closed for a couple of weeks to allow for some strengthening work to be carried out.
Skeeles update – no report received

Earith Town Estate update – A rental amount of £750pa has been agreed and a 10-15 year lease is being drawn up for the rental of the piece of land that houses the play equipment on the recreation field.
Crime prevention and neighbourhood watch/hunts forum – no report received

Item 157
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – 

24 Cooks Drove – overhanging hedge – homeowner to cut back – some trimming has been done but this hedge still needs to be cut back by approximately 1 -2 feet.  The Clerk is to write to acknowledge the work that has been carried out and to request that further remedial work is done

1 Hermitage – hedge cut back but debris to be removed.  The Clerk is to contact HDC regarding this.

New enquiry – 59 Greenfields – the homeowner is happy to cut this back following on from the Councils visit

New enquiry – Doctors Surgery – some small briars are overhanging the path and the Chairman is to look into this.


New enquiry - The Curates House – Chairman to visit


Earith Town Estates – Recreation Field – a double decker bus has been hit by the tree on the boundary of the Recreation Field – the Clerk is to email Ian Smith regarding this.

Item 158
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Colne Road, Darford, High Street drains are all blocked and full – Clerk to email Brian Murdoch

Car Parked on Green – The Clerk is to draft a notice to be put on any cars that park on the Green – the notice is to be emailed to all Councillors so that they can attach a notice to the car if needed.
Item 159
Code of Conduct Training - Woodhurst – attendees if interested -The Clerk has received an invitation from Woodhurst Parish Council to see if any Councillors would like to attend a Code of Conduct Training session being held at Woodhurst Village Hall on Tuesday the 19th November.  Any interested parties are to reply to the Clerk.
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Item 160
Street Lighting – Update on changes to the High Street – Several Councillors have now taken the time to look at these changes and to walk the High Street to assess the effect that the changes will have on this road.  The views of the Councillors and residents have now been expressed to Balfour 
Beatty and the CCC who are taking these views on board and hopefully going to come to the best solution available based on the restraints that exist within this project.

The Parish Council are now waiting for an update from Balfour Beatty concerning the issues that have been raised.
Item 161
Scrap Metal Collection – Request to consider kerbside collections – The Clerk has received a request to register for kerbside collections of scrap metal from Wiser Recycling.  The Council will register as long as householders are correctly informed of the dates of collection.
Item 162
CIL Levy Update for consideration– The Clerk has received correspondence setting out legal criteria for accepting CIL payments.  Mr Alan Spackman is to look into this.  The Clerk is to contact DC Terry Rogers to find out what dictates a status of “infrastructure”
Item 163
Signage at Play Park regarding vandalism – Should we have signs made concerning this issue 

The Council discussed this item at length and felt that an article in the Echo would be a better way to highlight the issue of vandalism within the village.  When the Council replace the swings etc. due to vandalism this all adds to the need to increase the yearly precept which in turn will increase the community charge which all homeowners within the village are legally bound to pay.  Therefore vigilance is being asked for rather than signs being purchased.

Item 164
Polling District Review 2013 – Discussion and comments to be made – No changes needed
Item 165 
Local Highway Improvement Initiative – Application for new bids – Several different ideas were discussed and will be emailed to CC Mr Steve Criswell to ask for his opinion.  

a) Improvements to Chapel Road to include implementation of a coloured track way for cycles and pedestrians to better mark the pavement area and better one way signage.

b) Pathway improvements to the area outside the Woodlands Residential Home on the High Street to allow for better disabled access to this area.

c) Improvements to the entrance to High Bridge

The Chairman and Clerk are to work on this together to put a bid in.

Item 166
Victim Support – Donation request to be considered – Resolved – Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that this request should be denied.  All in favour.

Item 167
Resident request to consider mirrors to be placed at Colne Road Junction for safety – CC Mr Steve Criswell has written to the resident to state that mirrors cannot be erected on Highways due to Health and Safety Issues.  They are considered both unreliable and unsafe.
Item 168
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 32 hrs. @ £10.04
	321.28
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989, s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	271.68
	2561
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker 7.5 hrs. @ £7.28
	54.60
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	71.40
	2562
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE October 2013
	
	69.20
	2563
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2564
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mr Ron Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	17.90
	2565
	PHA 1936, s.260

	Truelink Ltd
	Grass Cutting Contract 
	
	300.00
	2566
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone 12th months rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	32.16
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for Oct 2013
	
	£874.84
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


a) Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the finances should be accepted - All in Favour

Item 169
Correspondence – Please see file at meeting. HRSOP member Briefing noted
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Item 170
Items for Future Meetings – Christmas Lights Donation of £25 requested by Mrs Jenny Lloyd, Newsletter, Parish Plan, White lining at Bridge End Car Park

Date of next Council Meeting –Wednesday 4th December 2013

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted



www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk




Date of notice – 30th November 2013
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