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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 2nd January 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr Ron Hodge
Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Jenny Lloyd
Mr Alan Spackman




Mrs Marilyn Russell

Ms Hazel Lambert

0 members of the public   Mr Nigel Swaby – HDC Planning Officer, CC Mr Steve Criswell




Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 197
Apologies for absence –Mr Rob Sherriff, Mr James Woolstenholmes,  DC Mr Robin Carter and DC Mr Terry Rogers

Open Meeting 7.35pm
Item 198
Open Forum – Mr Nigel Swaby reported on the technical issues regarding planning application 1200231FUL.  The Parish Council need to consider 4 important issues when deciding on planning applications for dwellings that are requested on sites that are used for agricultural businesses.

1 Is there clear evidence for the intention and ability for enterprise


2 Is there a functional need for a dwelling on the site


3 Is there clear evidence of a sound financial basis for the enterprise


4 Can the functions needed be carried out for the enterprise be done from another residence on site or in the surrounding area
Item 199
Ecops Report – The Clerk gave a brief report on crimes over the December period 

6th Dec Lead thefts in Doddington and Godmanchester – watch out for similar crimes in the area

16th Dec Bogus Police Vehicle in Huntingdon Area – unmarked BMW estate car with 2 occupants wearing black trousers, white shirts with plastic numbers on the shoulders and dog in cage in the back – stopped vehicles and searched occupants – stopped vehicles by flashing headlights

Cambs police have flashing blue lights, sirens and warrant cards and do not use this type of vehicle.  Unmarked cars do not carry dogs.

Do not stop, even if requested to until you are in a well-lit area.

16th Dec Shed and garage burglaries. 18 offences since 1st Dec. either forced entry or unsecured doors.  Always lock doors and secure areas before leaving.

16th Dec owner reunited with bicycles after theft in 13th Dec

18th Dec Shed and attempted theft of trailer from Earith allotments

19th Dec actual thefts of produce from the ground at Hill Rise allotments

20th Dec NHW surveys being carried out

28th Dec Shed burglaries in Dart Close St Ives

29th Dec Numerous RTA’s due to bad weather – check weather reports before journey or stay at home if journey not vital

30th Dec CID update for Dec – several arrests have led to court convictions – machete attack in St Neots – man arrested and received 7 year sentence

Drug dealer in St Neots arrested and received 4 year sentence

Commercial burglary in Burrell road St Ives, 2 suspects, both arrested, charged and remanded last week

Fuel thefts near Connington suspect arrested, interviewed and now on bail

A couple who carjacked a driver at gunpoint in Farcet in April have been jailed, convicted of fire arms offences and jailed for five and four years respectively.

Item 200
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that tolling has been withdrawn from the A14 upgrade proposals and that funding has been agreed to build footpaths from St Ives to Bluntisham and this will hopefully be extended to include Earith in the future.

Cambridge County Council have  been discussing the issues of flooding at Earith Bridge and digital depth meters are to be installed at each end of the Earith Bridge Causeway to measure the depth of the water to enable passage through the water until the water reaches 100mm (4 inches).  Mr Criswell will also ask the Environment Agency to look at clearing the side ditches to see if this helps the problem.  When the water reaches 100mm the road will be closed.  There is to be a site meeting next week to see if these proposals will be accepted.

Cambridge Future Transport are holding a meeting regarding bus services in the area and a Council representative will be appointed to attend. (Agenda item 210)
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(Close open Meeting) 8.10pm
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 201
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted - None
Item 202
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Mrs Julie Seamark and Mr Ron Hodge declared an interest in item 205 – Planning application 1200231FUL
Item 203
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 4th December 13

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the minutes should be signed.  All in favour.
Item 204
Matters arising – Item 181 Mr Vara is our MP and not our County Councillor.  Precept finance item b – due to an administration error the Clerk submitted a precept request for £41,500 as opposed to the £41,000 that was agreed.  This was not done intentionally and nor was it done for any financial gain.  It was purely an error.  This change was noted and agreed by all.
Item 205
Planning – Application Reference – 1200231FUL – Retrospective change of use of part site from agricultural/horticultural use for the siting of a mobile home – Amenity land Colne Road, Earith – Further to the technical issues provided by Mr Swaby during the Open Forum the Councillors discussed this item at length.

Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the application is approved for a temporary period of three years so that the business can prove its viability and for the purpose of one employee and family residing in the mobile home.  The dwelling on this site should only be a temporary dwelling and after the three year period has elapsed if the business is not progressing then the mobile home must be removed.  The remaining five Councillors agreed this decision.
Planning Application – 1301955FUL – Single storey extension to bungalow – 19 Hermitage Road, Earith 
Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Ron Hodge seconded that this application is accepted as it remains in keeping with the street scene in this area.

Item 206
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported a problem due to the removal of the Halos from the pedestrian crossing at the High Street.  This was an oversight by the street lighting team and the halos are to be replaced immediately.  The tree roots outside the Village Hall are causing problems with the block paved area and the Handyman was called to the area to relay the blocks that were causing a hazard.  Other blocks are also raising and this will need to be looked at in the future.

The Local Highways bid has been submitted by the Clerk and she is to attend the panel meeting on the 9th January to give a presentation on behalf of the Council.


There was also a problem during the Pantomime with the electrics within the Village Hall but the Chairman called an emergency electrician who dealt with this problem free of charge.  The problem could be due to a leak from the roof and this is to be looked at in the future.


The Chairman had received an email concerning possible changes to the Post Office within the village and the Clerk is to email Mr Herbert from Post Office Ltd to ask him to attend a meeting to discuss any changes that may be taking place.
Item 207
Parish Council Representatives Report – 
Road Safety and HCV – Mrs Marilyn Russell attended the Road Safety meeting on behalf of Mr Jeff Nicholls in November and there did not appear to be any significant issues to report other than the St Ives Town Council now do not support the work of Speedwatch.
Footpaths and bridleways – no report
Allotments – Mr Ron Hodge reported that Mr Ellis at Plum Tree Farm had put down rat poison on his property adjacent to the allotments and this appeared to have sorted out the rat problem.  Mr Hodge was unable to purchase any rat poison on behalf of the Council as it is now no longer permitted to be used out of doors.
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The Clerk is to apply for a grant from the Amey Cespa Challenge for new play equipment at the Recreation Field the deadline for the grants is the 10th January.  A review is then to be made of the play equipment every 3 years to look at replacing all the equipment in the play areas within the village.
Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the Clerk should apply for the grant to replace some play equipment at the Recreation Field.
Hanson update – no report
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Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
Crime prevention and neighbourhood watch/hunts forum – no report 
Item 208
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – 

24 Cooks Drove – Further letter sent concerning improvements to be made to this hedge.  The Clerk is to chase this up

The Chairman asked the Clerk to obtain quotations concerning the removal and tidying up of the trees and hedges along the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway and also the small area on the opposite side of the road belonging to the community orchard.


Three quotations were given


MSP Services £3,500


John Talbot £3,500 + VAT


Ray Burton £1,600


Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded to accept the quotation from Mr Ray Burton.  All in favour

Item 209
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mrs Marilyn Russell reported that the drains are blocked outside Waterhaven, along the High Street and also in Chapel Road and there is a large pot hole at Bridge End.  The Clerk is to ask Mr Brian Murdoch from the HDC Operations team to attend for a village walkabout so that he can see what can be done.
Item 210
Cambridgeshire Future Transport – Area H – meeting on Tuesday 4th Feb at Ramsey Library – representative to be appointed– The Clerk has received correspondence regarding a meeting to discuss changes to the local bus routes and a meeting is to be held as above.  Mrs Marilyn Russell and Ms Hazel Lambert to attend if possible.
Item 211
Skate park Consultation – Formation of a committee and responses received so far from residents – The Clerk has distributed 35 letters to residents adjacent to the Recreation field and have had three responses so far that have been noted.  An email from a resident in Vermuyden has also been received and the Chairman will work with the Clerk to provide a response to the queries raised.  This item will be moved to the February meeting.
Item 212
100th WWI Commemoration in 2014 – updates to be given on progress – The Clerk has contacted the Royal British Legion and names are to be compiled so that a remembrance plaque can be installed at the Earith Bridge memorial site.  Trees are also being looked into and Mr Ron Hodge and Ms Hazel Lambert will work together to find a suitable tree to plant.
Item 213
Newsletter – review and distribution to be discussed – It was decided that the Newsletter can be incorporated into the Earith Echo and the end date for items to be submitted is the 20th January.  Ms Hazel Lambert will include items on the Christmas Lights, tree roots under the Village Hall floor, depth meters at the Earith Bridge, bus routes and the pedestrian crossing halos.
Item 214
Village Hall Closure Plans – floor refurbishment update – The Clerk will be closing the Village Hall in January so that work can be carried out to the floor.  Contractors will dig up the floor, remove the tree roots and a new floor will be laid in the portion that needs refurbishment.  The Hall could possibly also be closed for a short period in February.
Item 215
ECA Field Lease Renewal – Tenant to be agreed – The Clerk has issued notices for the lease of the ECA field and the deadline for responses was the 31st December.  No new requests were made to lease the field so the previous tenant will renew their lease.

Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the tenant should 

remain the same.  All in favour 

Item 216
Parish Plan Review – A questionnaire will be included in the Earith Echo and this will be discussed as an agenda item at the February meeting.

Item 217
Street Lighting – replacement of lantern and bracket in Orchard Crescent – quotation to be discussed – Balfour Beatty have quoted £1010.56 + VAT to replace the lantern and bracket as requested.


Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded to accept this quotation.  All in favour
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There have been several queries regarding the street lighting in Meadow Way/Hermitage and Hereward whereby lights have been turned on and then off again and it has resulted in a resident in Hereward falling and requiring stiches to a leg wound.  It has also been noted that there is no illumination along the footpath from Chapel Road to the High Street leading to the Bridge End Stores.  The Clerk is to email Balfour Beatty concerning these issues.
Item 218
Sanitary bins in the Village Hall ladies toilets – quotations to be discussed – The Clerk has obtained several quotations for the supply and maintenance of sanitary bins and these have all been in the £4 per week range. The companies concerned would visit the Hall to carry out the cleaning and maintenance of these bins but they could not guarantee when they could come and so it would prove to be difficult arranging for a key holder to be present when the companies needed to gain entry.  It was therefore decided that the Clerk is to put some signs up in the toilets to encourage the correct disposal of sanitary products in the bin that is already provided in the toilets to see if this would make a difference.  The Clerk will monitor the situation and update the Council as needed.

Item 219
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
b)  Online banking – online payments – possible change to the financial regulations to allow this.
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 32 hrs. @ £10.04
	321.28
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989, s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	271.68
	2578
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker 4.5hrs. @ £7.28
	32.76
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	54.16
	2579
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE December 2013
	
	64.60
	2580
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2581
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mr Ron Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	17.90
	2582
	PHA 1936, s.260

	Royal British Legion
	Donation to RBL
	
	60.00
	2583
	LGA 1972, s.133

	ECDO2 RBL
	Remembrance day wreath
	
	40.00
	2574
	LGA 1972, s. 137

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone 12th months rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	43.93
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for Dec 2013
	
	£624.77
	
	


a) Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the finances should be accepted - All in Favour

b) Resolved – Starting in the new financial year the Council will begin to make use of online banking for making payments.  The Clerk will make changes to the Financial Regulations which will be reviewed as an agenda item in February
A finance meeting was held at 7pm before the main Parish Council meeting tonight and all financial matters are correct.  The Clerk will make arrangements to update the interest on the Building Society account in time for the next meeting.  The Clerk is to keep a record of hours worked as the Chairman would like to make changes to the Clerks working hours to reflect the added time taken to deal with new items that are arising under the changes to the Localism Act and other work that the Clerk is called upon to undertake.  This will be discussed as an agenda item in February.
Item 220
Correspondence – Please see file at meeting. Email from Steve Criswell regarding footpaths. Noted by the Council
Item 221
Items for Future Meetings – No new items to be added

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 6th February 2014
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted



www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk




Date of notice – 29th January 2014
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