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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 6th February 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr Ron Hodge
Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Jenny Lloyd
Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Robert Sherriff
Ms Hazel Lambert

1 members of the public   DC Mr Robin Carter, CC Mr Steve Criswell




Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 222
Apologies for absence –Mrs Marilyn Russell, Mr James Woolstenholmes, DC Mr Terry Rogers

Item 223
Granting extended leave from Council meetings for Councillor Mr Robert Sherriff due to work commitments – The Council discussed this request and are in favour of granting extended leave if needed.

Open Meeting 7.35pm
Item 224
Open Forum – Comments were raised concerning the Earith to Bluntisham causeway footpath and Mr Brian Murdoch from CCC will try and arrange for these works to be included in the Operations schedule for next year.  The Parish Council have organised tree work to be carried out along this path and the Clerk is to chase up the contractor regarding this.  CC Mr Steve Criswell pointed out that there are still discussions to be had concerning an official cycleway from Bluntisham to Earith.

Speedwatch signs were also discussed and the Clerk is to follow this up as this was put aside in favour of other Council business which had deadlines to be completed.

Comments were also made concerning the traffic lights controlling the flow of traffic through the Earith Bridge where some flooding had occurred and the County Council were thanked for organising this. 
Item 225
Ecops Report – The Clerk gave a brief report on crimes over the January period 

Rogue trading alert - There is a rising trend of rogue traders knocking on doors and demanding money for works carried out even if they were not completed.  Please be aware of this problem and remain vigilant at all times.
Heating and burning oil thefts – There has been an increase in thefts across the county from dwellings, commercial/industrial estates and on farms.

Drug dealer taken off the streets of St Ives – A male has been arrested and charged with drug dealing and has been sentenced to 4.5 years.

Shed burglaries – There has been an increase in shed burglaries by forcing padlocks and stealing tools, cycles and gardening equipment.

Successful eviction of problem  tenant – A tenant from Redmoor Close in St Ives has been evicted for causing harassment, alarm and distress to other residents
Response to Street Lighting survey – 55.8% of women and 38.8% of men who responded to the survey say that they now feel less safe in their communities due to the changes to street lighting.  People are going out less and are avoiding unlit areas and are travelling more by taxis/cars than walking.

Bogus Trading Standards Officers – A resident in the Cambridgeshire area was asked to hand over a substantial amount of money by an individual posing as a Trading Standards Officer.  This practice does not happen and any genuine officers carry identification and would never request money from householders.  Please be extra vigilant and report anything suspicious to the Police

Arrests over January – four arrests have been reported and all individuals concerned are now either awaiting sentencing or have already been sentenced.

Open Police Forum – An open meeting is being held in Bluntisham Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday the 6th March where all are welcome and refreshments will be provided.

Item 226
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that the Clerk presented a very good bid to the Local Highways Initiative Panel meeting concerning the one way system in Chapel Lane and that the bid looks like it may be successful.  An official response will be given once the panel have made their final recommendations. 

Cambridge County Council have now formed  a contract with Skanska who will be asked to put up traffic lights at the Earith Bridge to help control the flow of traffic if flooding occurs and digital depth meters are to be installed at each end of the Earith Bridge Causeway to measure the depth of the water to enable passage through the water until the water reaches 100mm (4 inches) hopefully in 
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early March.  Mr Criswell has received a complaint from a resident in St Marys who is concerned that a street light has been removed and has now made this area of the village very dimly lit. The Council will be discussing this issue at agenda item 240.

Somersham Parish Council are organising a meeting to discuss the setting up of a joint committee for ongoing joint initiatives as highlighted by the Parish Conference.
DC Mr Robin Carter reported that he will be meeting with Mr Jeff Nicholls and Mr Keith Hudson to survey the car parking areas at Hereward and Edwards Walk.  If further works are needed this request will need to go back to Operations for repairs to be scheduled.

HDC have undergone a pay review to make savings within the Council and this has resulted in 1/3 of salaries being significantly reduced, 1/3 with no change and 1/3 with a small increase only.
HDC are also discussing a new Corporate Plan which will look at 4 aims

1 – To provide a strong local economy

2 – To enable sustainable growth

3 – To work more with local Parish Councils

4 – To provide a more customer focused service led Council

HDC have also frozen Council Tax rises in 2014/2015
(Close open Meeting) 8.10pm
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 227
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted - None
Item 228
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 229
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 2nd January 14

Resolved – Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the minutes should be signed.  All in favour.
Item 230
Matters arising – None
Item 231
Planning – None
Item 232
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the work to refurbish the Village Hall floor is progressing well and that the Handyman was called upon to carry out significantly more work than was originally intended which has resulted in a larger invoice being submitted.  The overall cost of the refurbishment is still considerably cheaper than if the building contractors had carried out all of the work.  It was discussed that Contract Cleaners should be called in to clean up once the work has been finished and the Council agreed that the Clerk could arrange this so that the Hall can be made ready for the public meeting on the 27th February to discuss the Skate Park.

The Amey Cespa bid to upgrade the play equipment was unsuccessful but the Council will add this as an agenda item in March to discuss if some upgrades can still be carried out.

The Clerk received a letter from a village resident concerning the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway and the Chairman has responded as per the comments noted in the Open Forum.

Item 233
Parish Council Representatives Report – 
Road Safety and HCV – Nothing of great concern was raised at these meetings and a copy of the minutes have been received by the Clerk
Footpaths and bridleways – Ms Hazel Lambert would like to approach the Environmental Agency on behalf of the Council with a view to extending the bridleway from Earith to Sutton Gault.  The Clerk pointed out that Ms Lambert could not enter into any negotiations on behalf of the Council and anything that needed to be decided upon must come back to the Council for full debate.  The Council agreed that they are happy for Ms Lambert to look into this matter.
Allotments – Mr Ron Hodge reported there only remains one ½ plot to be rented out.  All other plots are now taken.
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The tree has been cut down at the Recreation ground and the Clerk has received a complaint about this.  The tree was diseased and although the disease had not yet reached the trunk of the tree it was decided to take the whole tree down to prevent any further problems. 
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
Crime prevention and neighbourhood watch/hunts forum – no report 
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Cambridgeshire Future Transport – Area H – meeting on Tuesday 4th Feb at Ramsey Library – Ms Hazel Lambert and Mrs Jenny Lloyd attended this meeting which was well represented and at this stage it was an information gathering event concerning the need for subsidised bus routes.  A survey has been included within the Earith Echo for completion and the Council would like to encourage all bus users to complete this survey if possible.  A survey drop box will be available at the Rectors Hall for any returned surveys to be collected.
Item 234
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Clerk is to chase up the contractor concerning the tree work along the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway.
Item 235
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mrs Marilyn Russell, Mr Ron Hodge and the Clerk met with Mr Brian Murdoch and conducted a village walkabout to look at the drainage, roads and pavements within the village.  Mr Murdoch confirmed that the High Street and a small part of Colne Road will be resurfaced in the coming months.  The Causeway path was looked at and it is hoped to be added to the Operations schedule next year.  The pot hole in Bridge End is to be repaired and the drain cleared at the house near to the pond opposite Chapel Lane as this does cause some puddling in this area.  The kerbstones at the exit of the Car Park at the Village Hall are also to be looked at to see if these can be reshaped to allow for better access for pathway users.
Item 236
White Lining at Bridge End Car Park – resident’s concerns to be discussed - The Clerk has received a complaint about parking at Bridge End as some larger vehicles are being parked in this area which is causing problems for the residents at Bridge End who need to have access to enable them to safely get to their properties and the Council are looking into providing marked out parking bays in this Car Park.  The Handyman is to liaise with Ms Ann Brennan to carry out this work.
Item 237
Skate park Consultation – Update – Open meeting to be held at the Village Hall on Thursday the 27th February 2014 - The Council are holding an open meeting as above to enable them to clarify the views of the Village for this facility.  The responses gathered at this meeting will enable the Council to vote on this item in the March meeting.
Item 238
WWI 100th Commemoration in 2014 – updates to be given on progress – The Clerk has contacted the Royal British Legion and names are to be compiled so that a remembrance plaque can be installed at the Earith Bridge memorial site.  Mr Ron Hodge and the Chairman have looked into sourcing a tree for planting at the memorial and 2 different varieties have been identified. (Acer Palmatum Bloodgood and a Prunus Kanzan)  Further information is being gathered so that a decision can be made in March.  The Clerk is to look into sourcing a tree guard.
Item 239
Parish Plan Review – This item is to be moved to the March Agenda.
Item 240
Street Lighting – Moving of street light in St Marys – The Chairman attended a meeting with CC Mr Steve Criswell to look into the complaint that has been received concerning the removal of a street light in St Marys.  This was discussed at length and the removal of this light was agreed upon during the consultation period with the County Council and Balfour Beatty and the Parish Council acted upon the recommendations given by these agencies for removal of this light following the extensive surveys carried out by Balfour Beatty as they were assured that correct light coverage would be maintained if this light was removed.

It has since been highlighted that there are darker areas within the village that need to be addressed and the Parish Council have agreed to prioritise spending within these darker areas if needed.
Item 241
Finance – a) Payments to sign off


     b) Change to the Clerk’s working hours


     c) Caretakers hours during refurbishment
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 32 hrs. @ £10.04
	321.28
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989, s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	271.68
	2584
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker 6hrs. @ £7.28
	43.68
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	62.88
	2585
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE January 2014
	
	66.80
	2586
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2587
	LGA1953,s.4
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	DCS Window Cleaning
	Village Hall Window Cleaning
	
	13.00
	2588
	LGA1972,s.133

	SLCC
	Membership renewal
	
	87.00
	2589
	

	Mr M S Pink
	V Hall Floor Refurbishment
	
	1080.00
	2590
	

	Mick George Skips
	Skip for Hall refurbishment
	
	126.00
	Debit card
	

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone 15th months rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	40.45
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for Jan 2014
	
	£1860.31
	
	


a) Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the finances should be accepted - All in Favour

b) Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the Clerks hours should be raised to 42 per month starting from January 2014.  The booking clerk hours should be rolled into this to make a standard 42 hours per month - All in Favour 

c) Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the Caretaker can be paid for 6 hours in January as a retainer payment during the Hall refurbishment. - All in Favour

Item 242
Correspondence – Please see file at meeting. Letter from Mr Bramley concerning the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway, email from Mrs Glister concerning the skate park
Item 243
Items for Future Meetings – Parish Plan, Grass Cutting, Upgrade Play Equipment


Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 6th March 2014
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted



www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk




Date of notice – 1st March 2014
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