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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Skate Park Open Meeting 
Held on Thursday 27th February 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Jeff Nicholls






Mr Robert Sherriff
Ms Hazel Lambert

Councillor Ruth Hufton and Mr Bill Whittaker from Doddington Parish Council and approx. 65-70 members of the public




Mandy Pink – Clerk

The Clerk had also received four emails to support the proposed Skate Park and has received a further five emails over the last few days

Open Meeting 7.30pm
Mrs Julie Seamark opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending
Ms Hazel Lambert gave a PowerPoint presentation concerning the proposed Skate Park planned for Earith.  Hand outs from the presentation are available.  Please contact the Clerk if you would like to receive these.

Mrs Julie Seamark addressed the open meeting by pointing out the rules of the meeting which would enable everyone present to participate in a controlled manner.
Questions were requested from the floor on a one to one basis and answers were then given.

Q1
Constancy of use and noise levels were questioned  

A1
Mrs Julie Seamark responded to say that the park was still at planning stages and noise was a concern and the plans would need to incorporate as many noise reduction elements as possible.



Councillor Ruth Hufton pointed out that man-made ramps should be favoured over wood or concrete

Q2
Location of the park and closeness to houses around the recreation field was questioned

The resident closest to the park was most concerned with the noise elements and the use of the park during evening hours and was concerned that this could now be a place where anti-social behaviour could be experienced

A2
Mrs Julie Seamark responded to say that a recommendation of 30m distance away from houses is a guideline.  The Local Police have said that the recreation field is the best place for the Skate Park to be sited as it is visible from the road way and will be monitored via the normal police patrols in the area.  If anything was noticed then the police would be able to easily intervene.  However, we cannot say yet if this will be a problem.

Q3
Have the environmental health department been contacted about the site.

A3
Ms Hazel Lambert has contacted the environmental health department and they will not be able to comment on the site and possible noise levels until the site is active.  If noise is then a problem then they will intervene and make recommendations concerning this issue.



A member of the public also pointed out that the Skate Park would not make as much noise as the current MUGA pitch and as there have been no reports of noise levels while this facility has been installed then it would possibly mean that noise would not be an issue.



A further member of the public pointed out that noise levels may be higher during daylight hours and as this would be an organised and constructed area where a sport was taking place then some noise would be evident.

Comment from the floor by an adult resident who had grown up in the village – “When I grew up here there was nothing to do when I was younger and it would be a great idea to have a Skate Park as this would bring the children together and would be a proactive step to take”

Comment from the floor by an adult resident who had grown up in the village – “The Skate Park is a good idea for all ages of children as children need to go out and play.  My son would love to use the Skate Park and this facility would be a wonderful addition within the village as it would enable mothers to allow their children out to play knowing where they would be and knowing that they are getting exercise and enjoyment out of something in the village rather than driving them to other Skate Parks in the area.  Seeing a smile on my child’s face would make this worthwhile”
This comment raised a round of applause from within the Hall

Q4
A question was raised concerning the elderly and declining ages of residents within the village

A4
An adult resident who rides BMX bikes and races as a hobby said that a skate park would be for all ages to enjoy and not just for children.  Again this resident grew up in the village with no facilities of this kind and drives to have her practice sessions with her team.  She would not have to drive to practice if this facility was within the village.
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Mrs Julie Seamark pointed out that this would be for all ages and would allow users to improve their skill levels and practice this activity with a view to participating at a sporting level.  The rise of wheeled sports has been highly recognised and publicised by the Great British team in the Olympics.
Comment from the floor by a lady who works with older children who pointed out that older children are bored and need something to do.  The local facilities are disappointing and the addition of a Skate Park in the village would give the children a focus and give them something positive to do.
Comment from the floor concerning the proposed Minnaars housing development which will provide a new village hall and recreation field when it is built.

Mrs Julie Seamark stated that this development is still very firmly in planning stages and although it would provide approximately 130 houses and a space for a new village hall the same size as present (footprint only not an actual building) the recreation facilities would be smaller.  When and if this development goes ahead it will however bring new residents to the village.

Comment from the floor concerning the ages of the village residents – “if the village provided better facilities for younger people then younger people would want to move to the village”

Q5
Are there any other areas within the village that the Skate Park could be sited

A5
Mrs Julie Seamark responded to say that the Council do not own many areas of land within the village.

The ECA field was deemed to be too out of the way for play equipment so this is why it was all moved to the Recreation field on the advice and recommendation from the Police

The play area near the pond would be too small for the site

The Village Green would not be a safe site

The High Bridge Car Park is common land and could not be used and it also posed severe safety issues as access is via the main road with no pathways

The Parish Council are therefore limited to this one site and the recreation field is the obvious choice for a further recreational activity to be sited

Q6
Litter is a problem at the recreation field at present.  What facilities will be implemented to deal with litter?
A6
Mrs Julie Seamark stated that within the proposed Skate Park designs there would be added litter bins installed as well as some further seating to enable families to enjoy the site together.  The site would also be fenced in which could stop litter being blown around the field.

Q7
What is a viable Skate Park?  How will this be measured?
A7
Ms Hazel Lambert said that a viable skate park is a skate park that is used by the residents.  If 1 resident a day uses the facility then it is considered to be viable.

Comment from the floor – “The Skate Park is a good idea as it will help to build a sense of community which is lacking at present within the village”.

There were no further questions or comments raised and Mrs Julie Seamark closed the meeting at 8.30pm after stating that a decision would be made at the next Parish Council meeting which will be held on Thursday the 6th March at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  All residents are welcome.

A show of hands was requested and all attendees, bar 2, voted with an overall majority for a yes decision with only 2 people who abstained to vote.
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted



www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk




Date of notice – 15th March 2014
PAGE  
2

