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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 6th March 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr Ron Hodge
Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Jenny Lloyd
Mr Alan Spackman




Mrs Marilyn Russell
Ms Hazel Lambert




Mr James Woolstenholmes
8 members of the public    CC Mr Steve Criswell
, Mr Gary Herbert  Post Office Ltd



Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 244
Apologies for absence –Mr Robert Sherriff, DC Mr Terry Rogers, DC Mr Robin Carter
Open Meeting 7.30pm
Item 245
Open Forum – Mr Gary Herbert gave a presentation concerning the improvement programme that Post Office Ltd are carrying out at present.

The Chairman read out an email concerning the skate park proposal.

A member of the public reported that parking is still an issue at the School and the Chairman is to organise a site visit with Jo Challis to investigate this problem.  CC Mr Steve Criswell and the Chairman will contact the police and speak to them about this issue.  The Clerk will email the local PCSO ‘s to see if they can arrange a site visit as well.
Item 246
Ecops Report – The Clerk gave a brief report on crimes over the February period 

Dwelling, shed and garage thefts are still occurring within the district.  Vandalism at 173 Greenfields was also reported.  Diesel and tool thefts have also occurred at Bridge Farm.
Item 247
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that the Clerk presented a very good bid to the Local Highways Initiative Panel concerning the one way system in Chapel Lane and that the bid has been successful.  The Clerk will liaise with Operations concerning this matter.
Mr Criswell has responded to the resident at St Marys concerning the street light issue.
Somersham Parish Council are organising a meeting to discuss the setting up of a joint committee for ongoing joint initiatives as highlighted by the Parish Conference and this will be held on the 24th March.  Attendees will be nominated at item 261.
The money that has been set aside for the Cycleway from St Ives to Bluntisham is not enough to complete the proposed route and more funding will need to be arranged.

DC Mr Robin Carter reported via email that he had met with Mr Jeff Nicholls and Mr Keith Hudson to survey the car parking areas at Hereward and Edwards Walk.  These areas along with the 2 car parks at Darford are under review.
The grass verges that are being damaged by vehicles parking on them will be monitored over the spring and summer months.

(Close open Meeting) 8.15pm
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 248
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted - None
Item 249
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 250
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 3rd February 14

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the minutes should be signed.  All in favour.
Item 251
Matters arising – Item 238 – trees for the WW1 commemoration – An Acer Bloodgood  tree would be the best one to go for.

Item 232 – The Chairman reported that the Village Hall Floor still needs to be stained and sealed.  The Councillors are not happy with the canopy being left over the door and the Chairman is to contact an electrician to see about having this removed.
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Item 240 – Mr Jeff Nicholls met with Balfour Beatty about the passageway leading to the shop and quotations for extra lighting are to be sent to the Clerk.  The Clerk will chase up these quotations and will also check on the ongoing work that is still needed to finish off the street lighting changeovers in the Village.

Item 252
Skate park Consultation – Decision to be made following the Open Meeting held on the 27th February 2014 – The Chairman reported that the meeting went very well and that between 65-70 members of the public attended.  The meeting did highlight the concerns of residents regarding the noise from balls hitting the MUGA Pitch fencing.  The Council will now look into this matter to see what can be done to reduce the noise levels that have been experienced, although no formal complaints have been made concerning this issue.  The options for a skate park were discussed by the Council and a decision was made to move forward this proposal and arrange for a working party to be set up and for grant funding bids to go ahead.

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that this proposal should be accepted.  All in favour
Item 253
Planning – Application Reference 140064FUL – single storey and first floor extensions to 54 Greenfields, Earith

The application fits in with the existing street scene and is within the planning guidelines concerning height and mass.  

Resolved – Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that this proposal should be accepted.  All in favour
Item 254
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that an extra cheque needs to be signed along with the other cheques at this meeting to cover the registration for the Clerks CILCA portfolio to be submitted due to a rise in fees in April.  This cheque is to be signed at this meeting and added as a payment in the April meeting.  The Chairman was also very happy to announce that the Local Highways Initiative bid had been accepted and work will commence in Chapel Road once the refurbishment scheme has been decided.

The Chairman also received a telephone call from a resident to report that some shrubs had been removed from their garden.

The Clerk was asked to report a problem concerning a fallen lamp post on Sunday the 16th February that was posing a danger to the public.  Balfour Beatty and the police attended and could not see that the lamp post was causing any issues and declared that this was not dangerous.  They asked the Clerk to personally check the scene with the person who has made the report in the future as this was not an emergency situation and this did not need to be dealt with in such a manner.

The Clerk reported that due to the change of date for the local and European elections this year (22nd May) the date for the Annual Parish Meeting could not be held in April.  A date will be set shortly.
Item 255
Parish Council Representatives Report – 
Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the recent environmental testing that was carried out showed that Earith had a higher than normal particulate count.  A further test is to be carried out.
Footpaths and bridleways – Mr James Woolstenholmes reported that the footpath around the pits was in a very poor state.  Ms Hazel Lambert informed him that the land owner only allowed a right of way over the land.  They do not have to provide a paved area.  They just had to ensure that the area was free of brambles and other obstructions.  The path will be very muddy at this time of year as we have experienced very high rainfall.  
Allotments – no report
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The Chairman reported that the play equipment at the recreation field was in need of some modernisation and the Council are to look into providing new equipment.  There has also been some graffiti reported on the underside of the meeting point canopy.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
Crime prevention and neighbourhood watch/hunts forum – no report 
Item 256
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Clerk reported that work on the trees along the Causeway should be finished by the 13th March.
Item 257
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – The High Street and Colne Road entrance are to be resurfaced and work will begin shortly.  
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Item 258
WWI 100th Commemoration in 2014 – updates to be given on progress – item to be moved to the April Agenda
Item 259
Parish Plan Review – This item is to be moved to the April Agenda.
Item 260
Grass Cutting Contract for forthcoming season – Quotations received and decision to be made - The Clerk has received three quotations for this work

Quote 1 – Truelink Ltd - £256.25 + VAT/per cut

Quote 2 – MSP Services - £400/per cut

Quote 3 – Agriplant Ltd - £660 + VAT/per cut

The Council are happy with the work that Truelink Ltd carry out and would like them to remain as the grass cutting contractor for the forthcoming season.

Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded.  All in favour

Item 261
PC Cluster Meeting in Somersham – attendees to be nominated – A PC Cluster meeting is being held on the 24th March at 7.30pm at the Millenium Sports Pavilion in Somersham.  Nominees to attend were requested. 5 councillors wanted to attend and the Clerk.  The Clerk is to inform CC Steve Criswell.  Mr Alan Spackman, Ms Hazel Lambert, Miss Ann Brennan, Mrs Marilyn Russell, Mrs Julie Seamark and the Clerk.
Item 262
Finance – a) Payments to sign off


     b) Caretakers hours during refurbishment
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £10.04
	421.68
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	xx
	Back Pay
	82.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989, s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	403.28
	2591
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker 6hrs. @ £7.28
	43.68
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	62.68
	2592
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE February 2014
	
	99.80
	2593
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2594
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mr Ron Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	17.90
	2595
	PHA 1936, s.260

	EVA
	Earith Echo
	
	220.00
	2596
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Gary J Lowe
	Village Hall Floor refurbishment
	
	1595.00
	2597
	LGA1972,s.133

	Somersham PC
	Christmas Lights
	
	176.30
	2598
	

	ACR Cleaning
	Village Hall Contract Clean
	
	360.00
	2599
	

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone 15th months rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Gas
	
	487.60
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	25.71
	DD
	LGA 1972, s.133

	
	Total Spend for Feb 2014
	
	£3560.77
	
	


a) Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the finances should be accepted - All in Favour

b) Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the Caretaker can be paid for 6 hours in February as a retainer payment during the Hall refurbishment - All in Favour 

Item 263
Correspondence – Letter received concerning scout week to be added to the April agenda
Item 264
Items for Future Meetings – Parish Plan, New notice board, Upgrade Play Equipment, Scout Week, Bench along the Causeway, Guttering at Village Hall, Dog Warden and new signs

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 3rd April 2014
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted



www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk




Date of notice – 29th March 2014
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