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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 3rd April 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr Ron Hodge
Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Jenny Lloyd
Mr Alan Spackman




Mrs Marilyn Russell
Ms Hazel Lambert




Mr Robert Sherriff
5 members of the public    DC Mr Robin Carter



Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 1
Apologies for absence –Mr James Woolstenholmes, DC Mr Terry Rogers, CC Mr Steve Criswell
Open Meeting 7.30pm
Item 2
Open Forum – No comments raised
Item 3

Ecops Report – The Clerk gave a brief report on crimes over the March period 

Attempted burglary at Bridge End and a further burglary at Wood Hall Farm.  Be aware of cold callers within the area and if you think they are acting suspiciously then contact the police on 101.
Telephone scam featuring a 0809 number.  If you are contacted by anyone who asks you to call back on a 0809 number please do not do so as this is a scam and the cost of the calls are incredibly high.

Item 4
County Council and District Council Reports – 
DC Mr Robin Carter reported that works are still needed to sort out the Edwards Walk trip hazard and also the two car parks in this area.  The disabled bay at Edwards Walk will need to remain as a new resident has moved into a property there and is now using the space.
The multi storey car park at Huntingdon is now open and the new link road will open on the 8th April.

(Close open Meeting) 7.45pm
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 5
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted - None
Item 6
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Miss Ann Brennan registered an interest in item 11 planning at Cooks Drove.
Item 7
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 6th March 14

Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the minutes should be signed.  All in favour
Item 8
To sign the minutes of the Open Meeting held on – 27th February 14


Resolved – Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the minutes should be signed.  All in favour
Item 9
Matters arising – Item 240 (Feb 14) – Ms Hazel Lambert commented that there are still problems with the street lighting and the lights at the bus stop on the High Street have been removed and this area is now very dark.  It was agreed at the relevant walk around that these lights would remain so a snag list is to be drawn up and presented to the County Council and Balfour Beatty once the street lights have been monitored.

The Chairman, at the time of the meeting was still to contact the electrician concerning the porch in the village hall.  She has now made contact with him and is awaiting his visit.
Item 10
Skate park Consultation – Committee formation and update on grant bids– 2 grant applications have been made to The Mick George Foundation and WREN.  The Clerk will monitor these applications and report back to the working party.

A working party is to be formed and will consist of a Parish Council representative and Mr Robert Sherriff was nominated, the Chairman and Clerk, an Earith Town Estate Representative plus 3 residents – Miss Claire Pollard, Mr Daniel Berry and Mrs Alex Dawson have all expressed an interest in joining the working party.  Sam Shook and Toby Brown are also to be members of the working party.
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Item 11
Planning – Application Reference 1400220CLED – Certificate of Lawfulness (existing) for residential garden land – 134 Meadow Drove, Earith

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that this application is accepted as this land has always been used and regarded as garden land.  All in favour

Application Reference E/03004/11/CM – Land at Bridge Farm mineral processing area – resubmission of environmental statement

The resubmitted paperwork was considered and the Council do not wish to add any further comments.  The decision to reject this application still stands as per previous comments.


Application Reference 1400169FUL – Erection of boundary fence – 24 Cooks Drove

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Robert Sherriff seconded that this application should be accepted as there has always been a fence in this area and this would just be reinstatement of an existing fixture.  The Council were very surprised that this application was needed at all and the Clerk is to inform the Planning Officer of the Councils comments.  DC Mr Robin Carter will also contact the Planning Officer regarding this issue.  All in favour
Item 12
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the Clerk is to meet up with Gavin Wiseman from the Operations Department on Wednesday the 9th April at 3pm to discuss the improvements that can be made to the one way system in Chapel Road following the successful Local Highways Initiative Bid.

The tree work carried out along the Causeway is now finished and will be monitored for any future work.


A resident in Meadow Lane has also commented that some areas are now a lot dimmer following the street lighting changes.


The Dog Warden will carry out a patrol of the village once all street light columns have been changed to replace any missing signage concerning dog fouling.
Item 13
Parish Council Representatives Report – 
Road Safety and HCV – A meeting was held on the 11th March and Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that HCV movements and George Corner were discussed.
Footpaths and bridleways – Ms Hazel Lambert commented that the bridleway along the riverbank has now been cut back and can be used by horse riders rather than the top of the bank.  The rights of way team have announced their grass cutting schedules and there are no new cuts scheduled for this year.
Allotments – The Clerk is to make contact with an allotment holder who has not paid for their plots and has not been maintaining them.  Eviction notices will be issued.
Village Pond – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that there are some baby ducklings at the pond.  There is also a lot of frog spawn at the moment and Ms Hazel Lambert wants to add a frog pool area at the built up end of the pond.  Mr Alan Spackman thinks that he has an unused frog pool that can be used but if not Ms Lambert requested permission to buy one.  They are approximately £20.  
Resolved – Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that one can be purchased if necessary.  All in favour.

Ms Hazel Lambert also reported that Mr & Mrs Simpkins have donated a large Gunnera plant for the pond area and the Clerk is to write and thank them for their donation.
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – See item 18
Hanson update – Mr Ron Hodge reported that works at Hansons have now been extended to five and a half days each week and they are expecting to move over 1 million tonnes over the next few months.  There have also been reports of motorbikes using this area and this is to be looked into.  3 of the committee members have also now retired.
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
Crime prevention and neighbourhood watch/hunts forum – no report 
Item 14
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the hedge at 68 Greenfields needs to be kept an eye on and the Chairman is to email Brian Murdoch concerning large trees and hedges on a property on Chapel Road
Item 15
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mr Robert Sherriff reported that the pathway from Edwards Walk to School Road is very narrow in places and Mrs Marilyn Russell stated that Mr Brian Murdoch from HDC had looked into this and he will try and get this placed in the Operations Schedule of works for next year.

Mrs Marilyn Russell and Mr Jeff Nicholls are to walk around the village to assess the pavements and drains etc. and will report back to Mr Brian Murdoch if any action needs to be taken.  Ms Hazel Lambert and Mr Alan Spackman will also take a walk around the village to assess the street lighting.  Any outstanding issues will be reported to Balfour Beatty.
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Item 16
WWI 100th Commemoration in 2014 – updates to be given on progress – The suggested tree, an Acer Blood good, was not recommended for the location where the Council wish to plant it.  3 other trees were suggested.  A Prunus Royal Burgundy was chosen and this is to be planted in October.  Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the Chairman should arrange this.  All in favour
Item 17
Parish Plan Review – The Parish Plan now needs to be revisited and an article will be added to the next Earith Echo to ask what things you like about the village and what improvements would you like to see in the village.  Replies to be received by the end of May for collation by the Clerk.
Item 18
Replacing play equipment at the Recreation Field – It was decided that a multi active product is needed and the Parish Council are to visit other playgrounds within the area to see what provisions are being made in the surrounding villages.  The Clerk is to apply to the Community Chest Fund organised by the HDC for a £5000 grant to help with the cost of replacement equipment.  The closing date for applications is the 9th May.
Item 19
Setting of date for the Annual Parish Meeting – The Clerk has made further investigations into the dates that the meeting can be held and as the Parish Council are not holding elections this year then the meeting can still be held in April.  The 24th April will be the date for the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Council will be held on the 1st May.

Item 20
Meridian Benefice – Correspondence received concerning the closure of the “Old Churchyard” at St Mary’s Church – This item will have to be jointly considered alongside Bluntisham Parish Council and the Clerk is to arrange a meeting of the Councils to discuss a response to the correspondence received.

Item 21
New Notice Board at Cooks Drove – Quotes to be considered – This item is to be moved to the May agenda for decision.

Item 22
Scout Week nominations for possible events – Ms Hazel Lambert nominated a possible clear up of Galleys Wood – The Clerk is to pass on the email details of the Scoutmaster so that Ms Lambert can organise this if it is deemed acceptable.
Item 23
Clearing of guttering at the Village Hall – Quotes to be considered – The Clerk has not yet had any quotes returned so this will be moved to the May agenda for decisions to be made.
Item 24
PC Cluster Meeting in Somersham – nomination of representative for the G&I Group for HDC and Health and Wellbeing nomination for representative – The Chairman reported that the meeting was very well attended and provisions for the elderly were primarily discussed along with other areas of concern within the surrounding villages. – Mrs Marilyn Russell was interested in joining the Health and Wellbeing group.
Item 25
Parking at School Road – update on progress – meeting at the school on 2nd April to be attended by Mr Jeff Nicholls and Ms Hazel Lambert – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the meeting highlighted the fact that the school are not very proactive with Health and Safety Training and lots of resources are readily available to help educate the children regarding health and safety issues.  Yellow lines and zig zag markings would not help in this matter as this would mean that no parking at all would be permissible within this area.  Mr Brian Murdoch is to look into putting white lines across the driveways so that they are made more visible to help stop parking across resident’s driveways in this area.
Item 26
Village Hall floor – Quotes are to be considered for staining and resealing of the floor

Item 27
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	SLCC
	Cilca Registration
	
	
	2600
	

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £10.04
	421.68
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	337.48
	2601
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker 7hrs. @ £7.28
	50.96
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	68.76
	2602
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE March 2014
	
	84.60
	2603
	LGA1972,s.112-119
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	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – SE monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2604
	LGA1953,s.4

	DCS Window Cleaning
	V Hall windows
	
	30.00
	2605
	

	Ray Burton Service
	Tree and hedge work Earith Causeway
	
	1600.00
	2606
	

	Cambridge Water
	V Hall Water Rates
	
	29.51
	2607
	

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Gas
	
	0.00
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	29.31
	DD
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Staples
	Stationery
	
	33.99
	D card
	

	
	Total Spend for Mar 2014
	
	£2476.15
	
	


a) Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the finances should be accepted - All in Favour

Item 28
Correspondence – none
Item 29
Items for Future Meetings – Parish Plan, New notice board, Upgrade Play Equipment, Bench along the Causeway, Guttering at Village Hall

Date of Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 24th April 2014


Date of next Council Meeting – Annual Council Meeting –Thursday 1st May 2014
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted



www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk




Date of notice – 12th April 2014
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