Earith Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
Held on Thursday 24th April 2014    
Present

Councillors
Mr Julie Seamark – Chairman

Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)
Mr Rob Sherriff



Mr Jeff Nicholls
Ms Hazel Lambert



Mr Alan Spackman
Public
Mrs Jane Storey – WI Chairman
Mr Kieran Quigley – Headmaster of Earith Primary School

Mr Mark Wardell – Governor of Earith Primary School

DC Mr Terry Rogers

3 members of the public



Mrs Mandy Pink – Parish Clerk
Apologies for Absence – DC Mr Robin Carter, CC Mr Steve Criswell, Mr Ron Hodge, Mrs Jenny Lloyd, Mr Keith Hudson, Mr James Woolstenholmes, Mrs Marilyn Russell, Mr Ian Smith

Item 1
Chairmans Report – Mrs Julie Seamark thanked everyone for attending and also thanked all the Councillors and the Clerk for their commitment over the year.  Earith has seen some major changes this year which include:-

Village Hall – Hot water, internal repainting, new blinds, refurbished floor


Roads – High Street and Colne Road resurfacing, The Earith bridge road has also been raised slightly in an attempt to reduce the occurrence of flooding.  High Ways are to install depth meters to monitor the level of water across the road.  When the water level reaches 4” the barriers will be closed.


Queens Diamond Jubilee – Lasting legacy – Bandy player statue has been sited in the pond. Tree and tree guard, obtained from Huntingdon District Council, has been planted on the Green.


Trees and Hedges – A commemoration tree to mark the 100th Anniversary of WW1 will be planted this autumn at the Earith Bridge Memorial.  Trees have been cutback and tidied along the Earith Causeway – work to the footpath has hopefully been scheduled into the Highways schedule of works for 2015/16.  Overhanging trees and hedges are now being treated differently by the Parish Council as 2 Councillors (1 being the Chairman) are visiting homeowners to discuss the problems and this approach has been appreciated by the residents who have so far been contacted.


Street Lighting – Work is almost complete and the Council are compiling a snag list to put to Balfour Beatty for action.  Dog fouling notices will be reinstated following a visit by the Dog Warden.

Minor Highways Improvement Bid – Improvements to signage and road markings along the one way section of Chapel Road will be completed this year following the successful bid put forward by the Clerk.


Recreation Field – replacement of the ageing play equipment will be carried out this year, although the Council was unsuccessful in their Amey Cespa bid, monies have been put aside via the precept and an application for funding has been raised with the District Council.  A skate park is also being considered and a working party is being set up to move forward this possibility.


Council Information – improved and updated website and regular parish news updates via the Earith Echo are keeping residents informed of items of interest.


Overall the Parish Council have had another pleasant and successful year.

Item 2
Police Report – No report given
Item 3
School Governors Report – Mr Kieran Quigley reported that there have been some significant changes at the school including a change of Head Teacher, turnover of staff and reorganization to provide four mixed-aged classes rather than 5.  Ofsted inspection final report is still pending.  Exciting opportunities for the children - including enhanced sports coaching, development of a new school garden and allotment plus improved ICT provision.  The Governors are also looking into possible improvements to parking arrangements outside the school.
Item 4
Reports from Parish Charities – Reports were given from:

Skeeles Education Charity no 311817 by Ms Hazel Lambert – Ms Lambert reported that Skeeles is an educational charity which has been able to provide several grants this year.  7 grants have been given to students studying a vast range of subjects and the preschool and after school cooking club also benefitted.

Earith Town Estate – Mr Smith did not attend but provided a report which was read out by the Clerk.  The charities income will not cover the year’s expenditure as some exceptional costs have been incurred.  However, the addition of a possible skate park and a regular booking for the sports field are looking positive.  If anyone wants to hire the pavilion for an event then contact details can be obtained from the Clerk.

Rectors Hall Earith by Ms Hazel Lambert – Ms Lambert reported that following the successful internal refurbishment work carried out to the Hall last year some external fencing and paving has been carried out this year which has vastly improved the access routes into the Hall.  The Hall is being used by many different groups.  They host a community café each Thursday afternoon between 2 - 4.30pm.  Other events are scheduled including the Marketplace, Family breakfasts etc.  The Hall can be hired for private events and contact details can be obtained from the Clerk.


Earith Day Centre by Mrs Julie Seamark on behalf of Mrs Broughton – The Earith Day Centre provides help and fellowship to elderly people in Colne, Earith and Bluntisham and at present there are no members form Somersham but elderly residents are also welcomed from this village. There are 5 clients over 90 years old and the rest are over 80.  The Day Centre itself will be 25 years old in September. The Day Centre would like to congratulate the Parish Council on the refurbishment of the Village Hall.
Item 5
Reports from Parish Organizations -  Reports were given from:


Earith WI by Mrs Jane Storey – Mrs Storey reported that the WI is an interesting and entertaining organisation and there are currently 42 members ranging from 27 to the early 90’s.  Monthly events range from crafts, speakers and activities and have included line dancing and murder mystery evenings as well as many other interesting topics.  Earith WI will be involved in the WI centenary celebration in October where they will be handing over the baton to the Ely Federation at Earith Bridge.  The WI will be supporting the charity EACH this year. (East Anglian Children’s Hospice)

Players of Earith (POEs) - Miss Ann Brennan reported that POE’s was formed following the disbanding of EVA which means that the Christmas Pantomimes will still go ahead each year.  The Earith Echo is also still being run as a separate entity and is doing very well.  The advertising and sponsorship from the Council means that this valuable village resource can continue.
Item 6 
Questions from the Floor – Mr Kieran Quigley asked if the Council had a wish list of ideas from the young people of the village.  The Chairman replied to say that the Skate Park idea evolved from the requests made by 2 younger residents and the Parish Council are looking to change the play equipment at the Recreation Field.  Young residents’ views are considered by the Council and will be acted upon if there is a want and a need for that idea to move forward.  Mr Quigley also wanted to know if the School could help the Council by promoting issues within the school such as citizenship, cycling proficiency, etc. to raise the Children’s awareness of the community.

A question was also raised regarding the Street Lighting to see if an end date for works was known.  The Parish Council have not yet been given a firm end date but they are composing a snag list at present which will be put to Balfour Beatty for consideration.

Mrs Storey also requested that WI notices are posted on as many Village noticeboards as possible and the Clerk will add a poster at the Village Hall when it has been OK’d by the WI Chairman.  A further request was made concerning the provision of communal crockery and cutlery and kitchen equipment at the Village Hall.  The Chairman replied that the Council do not provide these items but that a meeting will be set up with the Hall hirers to see if this would be a possible idea.  The Clerk is to add this as an agenda item for consideration by the Council in the future
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