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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 1st May 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Ron Hodge





Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            

Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr Robert Sherriff
Mr James Woolstenholmes



Ms Hazel Lambert



CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Robin Carter, Mr Mike Francis, 3 members of the public 
Mandy Pink – Clerk

The Present Chairman opens the meeting and welcomes the Councillors, members of the public and then invites nominations for the new Chairman

Item 30
Election of Chairman – The Vote takes place - Nominations received for Mrs Julie Seamark to remain as Chairman

Proposed Mr Alan Spackman and seconded by Mr Jeff Nicholls.  Resolved – All in Favour


The New Chairman takes the Chair

Item 31
Apologies for absence – Mrs Marilyn Russell, DC Mr Terry Rogers

Item 32
Election of Vice Chairman – The Vote takes place – Nominations received for Miss Ann Brennan to remain as Vice Chairman


Proposed by Mr Ron Hodge and seconded by Mr Keith Hudson.  Resolved – All in Favour
Item 33
Appointment of Council Representatives – All Representatives to remain as previous year with Ms Hazel Lambert joining the village pond team.  Mr Robert Sherriff and the Chairman are appointed to the skate park team and the Chairman is to represent the Council as the Saywell Charity representative.  Miss Ann Brennan is to become the POES representative and the EVA Liaison is no longer needed now that this group has disbanded.  The Parish newsletter and Earith Echo responsibilities have now been combined with Mrs Julie Seamark and Ms Hazel Lambert as the representatives.  Footpaths is to be renamed as Rights of Way and Mr James Woolstenholmes and Ms Hazel Lambert will remain as the representatives.  A full list will be added to the website.

Councillors to sign their acceptance forms and Financial Interests (2014)

Open Meeting
Item 34
Open Forum – Speedwatch signs were discussed and this is to be added as an agenda item next month for full discussion by the Council.
Item 35
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to thefts in St Ives, a dwelling burglary in Bridge End and burglaries happening after cold callers had called at premises.  There is no evidence to link the cold callers to the burglaries but police have said that you must remain vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour.  Other thefts have occurred in the area.  Gates have been stolen from a property opposite the landfill site; Earith Timber Products and the Farm Shop have also been broken into. Sheds at the allotments have also been damaged.
Item 36
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that the resurfacing works have now been finished along the High Street and Colne Road but the signage used has caused some confusion.  This will be looked into for future works.  There has been some further tarmac laid at Earith Bridge which has now raised the road camber to help with flooding.  The digital depth meters are hoped to be fitted on the 6th May.  Councillors reported that some reinstatement work is needed at Whybrows Lane and also at the Allotments.  The Clerk is to report this to Brian Murdoch and also ask why only half of Colne Road has been resurfaced when there are still holes in the road near to the pond area.  Road name signs were also discussed as there is some confusion regarding Chapel Road and Chapel Lane in particular along with other roads in the village.  The Clerk will send a list of road names to DC Robin Carter and ask him to look into this matter.
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DC Robin Carter reported that the Hereward and Darford car parks are still being looked into and that he will chase up the trip hazard at Edwards Walk.  There is still some reorganising of internal job positions at HDC and some officers have still not yet been appointed.  Savings are still being looked into and HDC have formed a strategic partnership with South Cambs District Council to offer shared services across the sector.  There may be an opportunity to look into the Parish Council taking over the District Council grass cutting schedule and the Clerk is to look into this.  Weed spraying is still to be done.  Mr Carter introduced Mr Mike Francis to the Council as he is standing for election as a District Councillor on the 22nd May.
(Close open Meeting)
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 37
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations have been received.
Item 38
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 39
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 3rd April 2014

Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 40
Matters arising – Item 13 – Mr Alan Spackman has supplied a small pond liner for the frog pool at the pond and Ms Hazel Lambert has installed this and added frog spawn.  She made a request for tadpoles and frogs to be added.
Item 16 – The Chairman has ordered the tree and it is going to be £80 plus £50 for delivery.  She is to ask if the supplier will be planting the tree.

Item 22 – Scout Week – The Chairman is still to make contact with Mr Minnaar.

Item 25 – The white lines at School Road have been completed.
Item 41
Planning – None
Item 42
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the road resurfacing work had been completed and that the High Street and Colne Road had been improved to a high standard.  The Clerk has contacted Earith Town Estates regarding leasing the area of the recreation field that houses the current play equipment and also the expected skate park and a meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 6th May.  The Chairman asked the Council if they are still agreeable to cover the legal costs of this lease and it was agreed, as previously discussed that this would be covered by the Council.  The Clerk and Mr Jeff Nicholls attended a meeting with Mr Peter Taylor from the County Council to agree the placement of the 3 community Speedwatch signs that the Council had agreed to order.  This order was confirmed and the signs have now been erected at the preferred sites.

A meeting has been arranged with Bluntisham Parish Council on the 12th May to discuss the Meridian Benefice request to take over the old churchyard at St Marys Church.  The Chairman and three Councillors will attend this meeting.


The Annual Parish Meeting was held on the 24th April and reports were given by the Primary School, WI, Day Centre, Earith Town Estates, POES, Skeeles and the Rectors Hall.  The minutes of this meeting can be found on the website.
Item 43
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – The next meeting is scheduled for two weeks’ time and a report will be given at the June Parish Council meeting on the 5th.
Footpaths and bridleways – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the bridleway along the riverbank has now been cut back and can be used by horse riders rather than the top of the bank.  Fencing has also been replaced at Short Drove.
Allotments – The Clerk has issued a termination notice to an allotment holder so that the 2 plots can be re-let as the rents have not been paid and the allotments have not been tended by the current plot holder.
Village Pond – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that a Cherry tree at the pond has caused damage to the fence and Miss Ann Brennan will attend the site and provide a quotation for repair.  The baby ducklings are thriving nicely and the frog pool has been installed.
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The Clerk has drawn up a Health and Safety log record and this will be discussed at all future meetings.  Risk Assessments of Council owned areas of the village are being conducted and a new risk assessment programme will be introduced.  The annual 
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play equipment inspection is to be carried out in June.  The Clerk has presented the Community Chest bid for funding for replacing some of the current play equipment and the results will be announced shortly.
Hanson update – Mr Ron Hodge reported that there is now an archaeological book documenting the findings at the site
Skeeles update – no report

Earith Town Estate update – A meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 6th May.
Crime prevention and neighbourhood watch/hunts forum – This item is to be removed and a new item is to be added to cover the PC cluster meetings that are to be scheduled in the future.
Item 44
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Hedge along the Dr’s Surgery has briars poking out and is becoming a hazard.  The passageway from old Greenfields to new Greenfields needs to be looked at.  A Lilac tree has become overgrown at 23 Chapel Road and also the Hedge at 1 Hereward.  The Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls are to visit these properties to carry out a site visit.
Item 45
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – The give way sign at George Corner has been located in a very narrow part of the pavement and the Clerk has reported this to the Highways department who will be investigating this.   Despite the resurfacing work carried out at Colne Road there are still some holes in the road in the pond area.  Areas at Whybrows Lane and the Allotments need to have some reinstatement work carried out and the Clerk is to email Brian Murdoch concerning these issues.  The Drains have been unblocked and are now clear.
Item 46
Council Insurance Renewal – The Clerk reported that the Insurance was due for renewal as part of the three year plan confirmed last year.  The premium has risen as per the index linking only.
Item 47
Street Lighting snag list and update for Balfour Beatty – The light that illuminated the bus stop sign at the Village Hall has been removed although it was requested that this should remain.  The old and new lights at Feoffees are on the same pole.  There are still some old lampposts that need removing.  The cost for new lighting on Chapel Road and at the entrance to the passageway to the shop was discussed and this was very high so alternatives are to be discussed at the next meeting.  The Clerk is to email Balfour Beatty and CC Steve Criswell concerning these issues.
Item 48
New Notice Board at Cooks Drove – Quotes to be discussed 

The Clerk has been looking into the cost of new notice boards and because of the high cost involved in purchasing a completely new board she has sourced a board which can be used with the existing posts.  She will check that the dimensions are correct prior to ordering it.  The cost is £234.95 + VAT
Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the Clerk can order the board sourced if the dimensions are correct. Resolved – All in Favour
Item 49
Clearing of guttering at Village Hall – Quotes to be discussed – The Clerk has obtained three quotes concerning the cleaning of the Village Hall roof.  The quotes varied depending on the scope of the work that the contractors were willing to carry out.
a) £145 to remove some tree debris from the roof and to clear the gutters and repair the gutters.

b) £180 to remove moss from the front part of the roof and not the asbestos area and to clear the gutters.  Repairs to gutters would be an extra cost. Debris to remain on site in green bin.
c) £265 to remove moss and tree debris from the entire roof and to repair the gutters and remove all debris from site.

Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr James Woolstenholmes seconded that quote C should be accepted as this covered all of the work that was requested and the debris would be removed from site.  Resolved – All in favour
Item 50
Finance – a) To sign off End of Year Accounts

                  b) Payments to sign off                                            
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £10.04
	421.68
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	337.48
	2608
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 7.5 @ £7.28
	54.60
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	72.80
	2609
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE April 2014
	
	84.20
	2610
	LGA1972,s.112-119
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	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2611
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mr Ron Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	17.90
	2612
	LGHS 1972, s.101

	EON
	Street Lighting Charge
	
	20.52
	2613
	PCA 1957, s.3

	CAPALC
	Annual Membership Renewal
	
	565.75
	2614
	LGA 1972, s.143

	Viking
	Stationery 
	
	91.18
	2615
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Zurich
	Insurance Renewal 2014
	
	1317.53
	2616
	

	Norton Internet
	Computer Security Renewal Software
	
	39.99
	D.Card
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	30.75
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for April  2014 
	
	£2,690.60
	
	


a) Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the End of Year accounts should be signed off.  Resolved – All in Favour

b) Mr Alan Spackman queried the CAPALC renewal and asked if it was needed this year.  The Clerk said that she had not had to use this service but that it was a service primarily offered to Councillors to raise any concerns that they had.  She circulated the benefits leaflet that was provided by CAPALC.

Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that it should be renewed.  Resolved – all in favour.

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the finances should be accepted. Resolved - All in Favour

A Finance Meeting is to be held at 7pm before the next Parish Council meeting on the 5th June 2014.

Item 51
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Clerk drew the councillor’s attention to a letter received from Mr Newman concerning ongoing works at Colne Fen.  Ms Hazel Lambert is going to contact him to ask if the permissive bridle way can be re-opened if no works are going ahead at present.
The Clerk has also received some correspondence concerning the Health and Well Being Group which she will pass onto Mrs Marilyn Russell who showed an interest in learning more about this group.

The Clerk also asked the Council if they wished to have the Post Office added to the Community Assets Register.
Item 52
Items for Future Meetings –Parish Plan, Playground inspection, Risk assessments, Meridian Benefice, Kitchen equipment in Village Hall, Village Hall

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 5th June 2014
Date of next Finance Meeting – 7pm Thursday 5th June 2014

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted







Date of notice – 31st May 2014
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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