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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 5th June 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)






Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Marilyn Russell




Mr Ron Hodge





Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            

Mr Jeff Nicholls





Ms Hazel Lambert
CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Robin Carter, DC Mr Mike Francis, 2 members of the public 
Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 53
Apologies for absence – Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman), Mr Alan Spackman, Mr Robert Sherriff and Mr James Woolstenholmes

Item 54
Open Forum – Pam Kenny spoke about the forthcoming Stop Berry Fen Wind Farm open meeting to be held on Friday 6th June and invited the Councillors to attend.

Mr Jeff Nicholls was thanked for attending 2 Speedwatch sessions.  The Speedwatch volunteer urged any resident to contact the relevant companies if they see corporate vehicles speeding in the village.
Item 55
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to a spate of vandalism occurring within the village.  The bus stop was vandalised along with house holder’s walls and bins being turned over in Chapel Road and along the High Street.

Cycle thefts are also happening within the area.

Item 56
County Council and District Council Reports – The Chairman congratulated Mr Michael Francis on his appointment as a District Councillor.

CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that Localism has seen the rise in time banks being set up within the area.  The Health and Safety Group is also progressing well. It is hoped that Mrs Marilyn Russell will attend the next meeting in September.


The St Ives to Bluntisham cycleway is still in the process of being costed to see if funds allow for the extra length of cycleway to be built.  This will eventually progress to Earith.


Depth meters have now been installed at Earith Bridge and it is hoped that these will allow the flow of traffic to continue even when water is on the road at this point.


Mr Ron Hodge commented that the tarmac along Colne Road is still in a poor state of repair as is the area opposite the Waterhaven on the High Street.  Mr Criswell will look into this.


DC Robin Carter reported that he will be attending the Stop Berry Fen Wind Farm Meeting which will give residents information regarding the proposals that are ongoing at present in Aldreth.  He also reported that the top tier interviews at HDC are now complete and 2 new corporate directors have been appointed.  The Hermitage affordable housing development will be discussed at the June Scrutiny Panel meeting on the 12th June.  He is still trying to progress the badly needed repair at Edwards Walk and will push forward possible repairs to the Chapel Road/Darford car parks.  


Bluntisham have experienced some electric cell failures with their street lighting so this should be monitored in case this happens in Earith.  Weed spraying should be carried out by the end of June.  The crab apple tree in Hereward is still to come down and the repair to the road outside 94 Greenfields has still not been carried out.  DC Mr Carter will look into all of these matters and report back at the next meeting in July.

(Close open Meeting) 8pm
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 57
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations have been received.
Item 58
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 59
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 1st May 2014

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
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Item 60
Matters arising – Item 43 – Allotments – The rent for last year on 2 ½ plots has now been paid but the allotment holder has given up one ½ plot up for this coming year and will retain one ½ plot only.  One ½ plot remains to be let.

Item 44 – The Lilac Tree has not yet been cut but the Dr’s surgery pathway work has been done.
Item 61
Planning – Application reference – 1400468FUL – Domestic extension – 42 Greenfields

Resolved - Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that this should be accepted as it fits in well with the existing street scene and allows for an improved standard of living for the householder. All in favour


Application reference – 1400518FUL – Side extension – 15 Cooks Drove – This application was decided on by the planning representatives prior to this meeting as an extension for comments could not be arranged and it is officially minuted as accepted.


Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded. All in favour
Item 62
Chairman’s Report – The Clerk asked if an additional item could be added to the agenda under finance item 74 to request that a meeting be arranged to discuss the renewal of the Building Society Bond.  The Council agreed that this could be added. The Chairman reported that the damaged bollard at the Village Hall has now finally sheared off at the bottom and a temporary fix has been applied.  Mr Neil Orr - HDC is to provide the Clerk with a quotation for the permanent repair of the bollards at the Village Hall.

There is a nest of bumble bees at the far left hand corner of the Village Hall and after taking advice it has been decided that the bees should be allowed to stay in this nest.  They are high enough not to cause any risk to residents.  They will only sting if they are aggravated so as long as they are left alone they should be fine.  They nest between March – Oct and the nest can then be removed once they have moved on.  They should not return.


There has been no response from Mr Minnaar regarding the Community Scout week clearance of Galleys Wood so Ms Hazel Lambert will go ahead and organise this event.


The commemorative tree to be planted at the war memorial is to be ordered and it was decided that Barcham Trees will deliver and plant the tree.  The Clerk is to arrange this.  A tree guard will be required and the Clerk is to arrange this.


The Chairman also reported that the Parish News pages that have been printed in the Earith Echo have been printed as single items and they should have been printed as a centre fold item so that they can be removed and kept if needed.  The Clerk is to contact the editor and request that this is sorted out for all subsequent issues.  The Chairman’s report and who’s who item should also be as close to the beginning of the magazine as possible.
Item 63
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls attended the Road Safety meeting and a Cambridge Driving Instructor gave a talk on why the standards of driving are slipping due to the online tests that are now being carried out.  The Driving Instructors Association are to campaign to get these online tests changed.  There have also been some boy racers in the St Ives area who are causing trouble by driving incorrectly.  The Police are aware and have moved them on.  If you see anything in the local area then please let the Police know as they may target the Earith Industrial Estate.

There is a HCV meeting tonight which had the A14 as the main topic for discussion.
Footpaths and bridleways – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the bridleway along the riverbank that was recently cleared has now become overgrown with stinging nettles and horses can no longer walk in this area.  It cannot be cleared again until after July when the ground nesting birds have left their nests as she has checked with the Environment Agency concerning this matter.  The Clerk has received an email from a resident concerning this item and she will reply to the resident with the corresponding comments from the Environment Agency.  The law states that if a bridleway is impeded in any manner, i.e. the nettles then Horses can walk where ever it is safe i.e. the top of the river bank.

Allotments – Please see earlier comments in matters arising.
Village Pond – The Clerk has received a quotation for cutting down the tree at the pond area and re fencing at £345.00 plus VAT
Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Ron Hodge seconded that this is accepted.  All in favour
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – Ms Hazel Lambert requested that the following item is minuted that a group of younger residents picked up and cleared rubbish from the Recreation Field earlier this month.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report

Earith Town Estate update – no report
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PC Cluster Meetings – no report
Health and Safety Group – no report

Saywell Charity – no report


Earith Primary School – The School is without a Head Teacher at this present time
Item 64
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Hedge along the Dr’s Surgery has now been cut – no further action

23 Chapel Road – Lilac Tree still to be maintained – letter sent – follow up in 4 weeks


1 Hereward – Hedge – following on from the Chairman’s visit the home owner does not think that this hedge is part of their boundary.  They are to check their deeds as the Highways Department have reported that it does not come under their cutting schedule.


193 Greenfields - no response to visit – letter sent – follow up in 4 weeks


New items to report – Passageway at Darford Car Park – Ivy is growing over the passageway – Mr Keith Hudson is to provide the house number so that a visit can be arranged – The Clerk is to email HDC to see if this comes under their cutting schedule.


27 School Road – The hedge is again causing problems and as this house has been sold it may be difficult to arrange a visit


68 Greenfields – an Elder bush is growing over the path and this needs to be maintained.


The Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls will make visits to these properties.
Item 65
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mr James Woolstenholmes has asked the Clerk to look into the possibility of having bollards erected along the wider parts of the pavement along the High Street to deter motorists from parking on the pavement.  Highways approval will be needed and the Clerk will look into it.

Tarmac work opposite the Waterhaven along the High Street also needs looking at and Mr Steve Criswell will progress this item.
Item 66
Dog mess bins and stickers – Additional bins and alternative stickers to be discussed – The Clerk has received an email from a resident who is concerned that there are not enough dog mess bins in Earith.  All of the HDC bins in the village can be used for the disposal of dog mess and a map of the bins is to be added to the Earith Echo so that residents are aware of the location of the existing bins.  The Clerk is to email HDC to ask if an additional bin can be put near to the Industrial Estate entrance at the end of Meadow Drove as walkers use this road to get to the riverbank.  If the Parish Council purchase additional bins then they will need to find a volunteer who is happy to empty them as HDC do not empty dog mess bins that do not belong to them.  The Clerk has also received an email concerning alternative dog mess stickers which the Parish Council can buy.  These stickers can be put on privately owned premises but not on publically owned items such as lamp posts etc.  The Parish Council will purchase 50 stickers which cost £19.98 including vat.

Resolved – Mrs Marilyn Russell proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the Clerk can purchase the stickers.  All in favour
Item 67
Speedwatch signs – Further sign for consideration – The Clerk has obtained the latest Constabulary guidelines concerning Speedwatch signs and under normal operations, as a minimum, one sign needs to be placed before the speed indicator device so that it is clearly visible to alert drivers being checked.  Where fixed Speedwatch warning signs have been installed downstream Speedwatch sessions carried out along the same stretch of road do not need to display additional signs (but may do so)  If operating more than 1km away from a fixed sign then a minimum of one mobile sign is still required ahead of the speed indicator device.  The Council discussed the guidelines, along with County Council advice and it was decided that the three signs that had already been erected would be sufficient to enable Speedwatch sessions to take place within the village.

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that a fourth sign was not needed.  All in favour
Item 68
Meridian Benefice – Closed Churchyard update 

A meeting with Bluntisham Parish Council was attended by the Chairman and a number of Councillors to discuss the proposal by the Parochial Church Council (PCC) that the old churchyard at St Mary Bluntisham cum Earith Parish Church would become a closed churchyard as of April 2015.  Mr Chris Allen from HDC was also present at this meeting and he informed the 2 Councils that the District Council could take over the responsibilities of running the closed churchyard but that they would only carry out between 2/3 grass cuts per growing season.  A question was raised by Earith PC to find out if the District Council would recharge the Parish Councils for ongoing maintenance.  A response was given that there would not be any recharges.

A further meeting is to be set up between the 2 Councils to determine if the ongoing responsibility for the closed churchyard should be passed to the District Council although grass cutting will need to be 
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looked at as 2/3 cuts per year are not sufficient to keep the churchyard looking respectable and tidy.  Earith Parish Council propose that the responsibility should be passed to the District Council but 

grass cutting will need to be agreed along with Bluntisham Parish Council to make sure that the Churchyard is kept looking reasonable.

Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the District Council should be passed the responsibility of the closed churchyard.  The Chairman will look into getting a grass cutting quote to discuss at the next meeting with Bluntisham Parish Council.

Item 69
Skate Park update – The Chairman informed the Council that a Skate Park Working Party had been set up to move forward the proposal for a permanent skate park to be erected within the recreation ground in Earith.  A grant of £40,000 has been awarded to the working party from the Mick George Community Fund and a further grant application of £25,000 is ongoing with WREN at present.  The bid will be put to the panel in June with an answer anticipated in July.  Site visits have been carried out to other parks within the area and designs are being worked on at present.  Earith Town Estates have provided a lease for the area needed.  The next working party meeting will be held on the 18th June.
Item 70 
Health and Safety and Risk Assessments – Play equipment inspection to be agreed – The Clerk has obtained quotations from Seagrave for the new inspections and a cost of £82.00 plus VAT per site was agreed.


Resolved – Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this cost is agreed and that Mr Ron Hodge is to accompany Mr Seagrave when the inspections are carried out.  All in favour
Item 71
Alternative lighting for Chapel Road/High Street passageway near to the shop – Due to the high cost of erecting further street lights in this area solar powered lights were looked into and it was agreed that a site visit should be made to determine if the lights would be good enough to provide adequate lighting in this dark passageway.  The lights would need to be mounted high up to prevent vandalism and home owner’s permission would be needed if these lights are to be installed.  Mr Keith Hudson is to look into this.

Item 72
Parish Plan update – The Clerk has not received any suggestions following the request for ideas that was included in the last edition of the Earith Echo.  This is to be added to the next agenda for further discussion.

Item 73 
Telephone Box on the High Street – Refurbishment needed – As the telephone box is within the conservation area then it cannot be removed.  The Clerk and Mr Alan Spackman are to approach BT to see if this box is included in the “Adopt a Kiosk” campaign.  The Council would be happy to adopt the box if the telephone equipment is removed by BT and a refurbishment plan can then be looked into.  


Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the Clerk should look into this further.  All in favour
Item 74
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
b) Building Society Bond – to be discussed by the Finance Representatives as this is now up for renewal.   The Clerk is to arrange a Finance Meeting before the 25th June.
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £10.04
	421.68
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	337.48
	2617
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 7 @ £7.28
	50.96
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	69.16
	2618
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE May 2014
	
	84.20
	2619
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2620
	LGA1953,s.4

	
	Weed killer cost used at Village Hall
	
	10.00
	2620
	

	
	Village Hall roof clearance
	
	265.00
	2620
	

	Truelink
	Grass cutting x 2
	
	615.00
	2621
	LGA 1972, s.133

	DCS Window Cleaning
	Village Hall windows
	
	13.00
	2622
	

	Earith Echo
	Earith Echo subscription
	
	220.00
	2623
	

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133
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	British Gas
	Village Hall Gas
	
	350.55
	DD
	LGHS1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	28.12
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for May  2014 
	
	2105.01
	
	


a) Mrs Marilyn Russell proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour.
Mr Ron Hodge said that some further guttering brackets are needed at the Village Hall and the Clerk is to organise this

Item 75
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Clerk drew the councillor’s attention to the fact the Local Highways Initiative Bid has now opened again for this year.  The Councillors are to think of possible items that we can make a bid on.  This is to be added to the next agenda for discussion.
Item 76
Items for Future Meetings –Parish Plan, Playground inspection, Risk assessments, Meridian Benefice, Kitchen equipment in Village Hall, Village Hall 

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 3rd July 2014
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted







Date of notice – 28th June 2014
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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