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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 3rd July 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Marilyn Russell




Mr Ron Hodge





Mr Alan Spackman            



            
Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr James Woolstenholmes
CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Robin Carter, and 1 member of the public 
Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 77
Apologies for absence – Ms Hazel Lambert, Mrs Jenny Lloyd, Mr Robert Sherriff and DC Mr Mike Francis
Item 78
Open Forum – The hedge from Earith to Bluntisham was discussed as it is again becoming overgrown in some places.  Earith Parish Council try to maintain this hedge for health and safety reasons but as this hedge does not belong to Earith Parish Council an additional cut will need to be discussed and added to the next agenda. 
Item 79
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to some metal thefts in the area and thefts of catalytic converters.  A telephone scam is also occurring at the moment whereby you receive a phone call which asks for lots of information such as which newspaper do you read and is pertaining to be from the County Council and you are then called back and asked if you wish to subscribe to various different publications such as the Guardian newspaper. The County Council have stated that they do not make telephone calls of this nature and would not ask you for such information.
Item 80
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that he is still chasing up the various Highway issues that have been reported to him.  The Clerk is to contact Brain Murdoch regarding the repairs carried out along the High Street by the Utility Company which have recently happened following the resurfacing work.

There is to be a further Localism workshop on the 24th July and the Clerk is to attend.  The Clerk asked if any other Councillors wished to attend and it was suggested that Ms Hazel Lambert would probably like to go if she was free to do so.  The Clerk is to contact her to see if she wants to be booked in.  Mr Ron Hodge asked Mr Criswell to look into why perfectly good man hole covers have been taken out along Colne Road, when the resurfacing work was carried out, as they have been replaced with different ones which now rattle.  Mr Criswell will check this out.

DC Mr Robin Carter reported that he is still trying to progress the badly needed repair at Edwards Walk as an order was placed for this repair to be done over a week ago and it has still not been resolved.  He is also trying to push forward possible repairs to the Chapel Road/Darford car parks. 

The removal of the crab apple tree is still to be carried out as is the village weed spraying and it will possibly be done on the 14th July.  He will also ask for the weeds around the village hall car park to be included when this work is completed.  Mr Keith Hudson reported that he has tried to clear the pathway at Darford but the Elder tree still remains a problem and Mr Carter will look into this. 

(Close open Meeting) 7.45pm
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 81
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations have been received.
Item 82
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 83
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 5th June 2014

Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 84
Matters arising – Item 71 – alternative lighting in Chapel Road pathway – Mr Keith Hudson reported that the trees may be a problem if the lights are solar powered.  This will be discussed further at item 92.
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Item 64 – Trees and hedges – The hedge at 68 Greenfields has been cut back and the hedge at 24 Cooks Drove is to be reinstated.
Item 85
Planning – Application reference – 1400562NMA – Amendment to planning permission 1101466FUL to alter size of doors and windows, 42 Meadow Lane Earith

Resolved – Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr James Woolstenholmes seconded that this should be accepted as it fits in well with the existing street scene and the amendments do not vary greatly from the original application. All in favour


Application reference – 1400748LBC – Replacement of upstairs windows with double glazed, replacement of front door – 27 High Street Earith.

Resolved – Mr James Woolstenholmes proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that this should be accepted as the replacements were like for like and would still fit in with the street scene. All in favour
Item 86
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the Clerk has now received the new dog mess stickers and that they are available to householders who would like to have them.  There are limited numbers so the distribution will be on a first come first served basis.  They can only be stuck on private property so cannot be added to lamp posts, bus stops or wheelie bins as these are municipal.

The WW1 commemorative tree has been ordered and Miss Ann Brennan has asked Ziggy if he can help with the tree guard.  He is happy to design the guard and donate it free of charge.  The Council would like to thank Ziggy for his generous and kind donation.


DC Mr Mike Francis has sent an email to the Clerk to advise her that there have been some instances of anti-social behaviour within the village and he has suggested that a “Hooligan Watch” could be organised if needed.  He also reported that there are a lot of speeding cars along Meadow Drove.  The Clerk has reported this to the Police who will look into these problems when they carry out their village patrols.


There is to be a meeting at 7pm on Monday the 7th July at Bluntisham Village Hall to discuss the Meridian Benefice closed churchyard proposal and the Chairman invited the Councillors to attend.


The Clerk has sent off the Annual Return to the Auditors who will return it when they have concluded the Audit for Earith.  It is hoped that it can be discussed at the August meeting.

The Clerk has also submitted her Cilca Portfolio for consideration by the SLCC and when the pass result is known the Clerks terms and conditions of employment will be looked into.
Item 87
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported from the minutes of the HCV meeting that a letter of objection to the A14 proposals has been sent.  Particulate testing is also to be rearranged to see if the results have changed since the last tests were carried out.
Footpaths and bridleways – Mr Ron Hodge reported that a tree has come down along the right of way bordering the Crown public house and the Woodlands care home.  Mr Hodge has investigated this and he would like Mr Simeon Carroll to double check where the boundaries lie.  The Clerk is to email Mr Carroll regarding this.
Mr James Woolstenholmes also reported that cars are still parking on the pavement in the High Street.  He has again asked to bollards to be added along this part of the path to stop the cars from parking.  The Chairman will look into this as the Highways Department will have to give permission for this to happen and the Council will probably look to the homeowner to pay for the installation of bollards in this area if they are needed.
Allotments – Mr Ron Hodge reported that all plots are now let.
Village Pond – No report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – Mr Ron Hodge has arranged for the playground inspection to be carried out on the 21st July.  Mr Hudson has also made some repairs to a broken bench.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report

Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report
Health and Safety Group – no report

Saywell Charity – The Chairman is to attend a meeting on Monday the 7th July


Item 88
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – 23 Chapel Road – Lilac Tree still to be maintained – letter sent – follow up in 4 weeks


1 Hereward – Hedge – following on from the Chairman’s visit the home owner does not think that this hedge is part of their boundary.  They are to check their deeds as the Highways Department have reported that it does not come under their cutting schedule. The Chairman will follow this up
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27 School Road – The hedge is again causing problems The Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls will visit again to see if the homeowners can carry out some maintenance.
Item 89
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mrs Marilyn Russell is to provide the Clerk with the location of the various dips along the High Street so that the Clerk can follow this up with Mr Brian Murdoch.
Item 90
Local Highways Improvement Bid 2015 – New plans for consideration - The Clerk has received an email HDC regarding the new round of bids.  3 options were discussed

Option 1 – Improvements to pavements on Cooks Drove from Parrens Road to Meadow Drove and from St Mary’s to Meadow Drove on the opposite side of the road.


Option 2 – Meadow Way resurfacing


Option 3 – Colne Road resurfacing


These options will be discussed in length at the August meeting
Item 91
Bollards at the Village Hal – Replacement quotation for discussion - The Clerk has obtained a quotation from the HDC contractors Breheny for £2925.75 + VAT for 7 new cement bollards to include breaking out the old ones and replacing with new concrete ones.  The Council have asked the Clerk to check the accuracy of this quotation as there are 9 existing bollards to break out and the quote only states 7.  They have also asked for an additional quotation to be arranged for discussion.  No decision has yet been made and this will be added to the August meeting for consideration.
Item 92
Alternative lighting for Chapel Road/High Street passageway near to the shop – Mr Keith Hudson reported that the trees could obscure solar powered lights if they are not placed high enough.  It was decided that the Clerk should obtain one light to use as a trial and the Chairman will contact the homeowner to ask for permission for the light to be placed on the resident’s tree.

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the Clerk should purchase one light to use as a trial.  All in favour
Item 93
Parish Plan update – The Chairman requested that a working party should be set up to move this item forward.  This will be discussed at the August meeting.
Item 94 
Telephone Box on the High Street – Adoption of kiosk to be discussed – Mr Alan Spackman has contacted BT to ask if the kiosk can be repainted and the glass/Perspex panels re-instated as it is the responsibility of BT to maintain this kiosk.  The Clerk is to write to BT to request that this work is carried out.  Mr Alan Spackman will provide the Clerk with a telephone contact number so that this item can be chased up.
Item 95
New Notice Board for Cooks Drove – New quotation to be discussed to include posts – Further to the last meeting the Clerk has not been able to find a notice board that will fit into the current posts.  The Clerk has obtained a new quotation of £369.00 + P&P and VAT for a new board and posts.

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that the Clerk should purchase the new board and posts.  All in favour

Item 96
Building Society Account – Movement of maturing bond to be discussed – Further to the recommendation of the Finance Working Party the Clerk has moved the maturing bond to a new 2 year bond which will give 1.5% interest.  The date for the movement was the 25th June and as this needed to be resolved prior to the main meeting the Clerk obtained the approval of the Finance Working Party before this was actioned.

Resolved – Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mrs Julie Seamark seconded that the Clerk should action this item.  All in favour

Item 97
Donation request from East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices (EACH) – Decision to be made – The Clerk has received a request for a donation from EACH.  The Council decided that it was not appropriate to make a donation to this charity as the Council’s income is made up of precept monies which should be used for the purposes of maintaining the village of Earith and for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Village.
Item 98
Data Protection Registration Renewal – Renewal is due on the 5th August and costs £35.00 – request for renewal – This item is a mandatory requirement of the Council and should be automatically renewed.

Item 99
War memorial at Bluntisham – request from Bluntisham Council for sharing the cost of cleaning the memorial – The Clerk has received an emailed request regarding sharing the cost of 

Page 17
cleaning the war memorial at Bluntisham in readiness for the WW1 commemorative events later this year.  A quotation of £1250 + VAT has been obtained by the Bluntisham Clerk. It was decided that a pro rata split of the cost should be made depending on the population of both villages. Earith population is 1603 and Bluntisham is 1990 from the mid 2010 census reports from the Office of National Statistics. (81%)  Earith Parish Council therefore agrees to pay £506.25 + VAT which is half of 81% of the cost. (£1250 x 81% = £1012.50. Half of £1012.50 = £506.25)
Resolved – Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the Clerk should present her calculations to the Bluntisham Clerk.  All in favour

Item 100
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
b) Purchase request for NALC’s new book Local Councils Explained £59.99 + P&P.
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £10.04
	421.68
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	337.48
	2624
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 8.5 @ £7.28
	61.88
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	80.08
	2625
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE June 2014
	
	84.20
	2626
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2627
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mrs Julie Seamark
	Chairman’s Expenses 77miles@45p/mile
	
	34.65
	2628
	

	Mr Ron Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	17.90
	2629
	

	Mr G Whitfield
	Internal Auditor Annual Fee
	
	145.05
	2630
	

	Cambridge County Council
	Speedwatch Signs
	
	248.40
	2631
	

	Francis Carne Assocs
	Dog Mess Stickers
	
	19.98
	2632
	

	Post Office Counters
	Postage for CiLCA, Annual Return and WREN
	
	8.67
	Debit card
	

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	26.82
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for June  2014 
	
	1115.73
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour.
b) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the Clerk could purchase the book Local Council Explained – All in favour.

Item 101
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Clerk has received an email from a resident regarding cutting the Earith Causeway hedge and this item was discussed in the Open Forum and will be added to the next Agenda.
The Clerk has received a letter from Beechdale energy regarding Solar Panels and as the roof does not face south (only where it is made of Asbestos) that this would not be considered.

The Clerk has received an email from DC Mike Francis concerning anti-social behaviour and speeding cars and this was discussed during the Chairman’s report.  The Clerk has reported this to the police for added inspections during their patrols.

The Clerk wanted to draw the Councillors attention to the forthcoming Localism workshop on the 24th July 2014.

The Clerk also mentioned that the County Council have now adopted the Cambridgeshire Statement of Community Involvement and this can be accessed via the CCC website at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk  (adoption date 25th March 2014)

Item 102
Items for Future Meetings – Parish Plan, H&S Risk assessments, Meridian Benefice, Kitchen equipment in Village Hall, Village Hall, Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Bury Fen Wind Farm (Aldreth)

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 7th August 2014
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted







Date of notice – 12th July 2014
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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