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Earith Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday the 7th August 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Keith Hudson




Ms Hazel Lambert



Mr Ron Hodge





Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr Jeff Nicholls






DC Mr Mike Francis, Mr Ian Bayes and 1 member of the public    


Mandy Pink - Clerk
Item 103
Apologies for absence – Mr James Woolstenholmes, Mr Alan Spackman, Mrs Marilyn Russell, Mr Robert Sherriff, DC Mr Robin Carter and CC Mr Steve Criswell
Item 104
Open Forum – Mr Ian Bayes gave a report on the Wind Farm Development at Aldreth which is to be discussed at agenda item 116.  He asked the Parish Council to help publicise this planning application and to make comments if needed.

An Earith resident reported that the speed restriction rumble strips along the High Street are causing a lot of noise and vibration and there are also a lot of rattling drain covers.  The Chairman is to email the Highways department regarding this.  The Clerk has already reported the drainage issues.
Item 105
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to some metal thefts in the area and thefts from garages.  Plants have been stolen in Bluntisham and some number plates were stolen from a parked car in St Marys Earith.  There have also been some thefts of agricultural equipment in Needingworth.  A van at the industrial estate has also had a tyre stolen.  The White Swan pub in Bluntisham has also been broken into.  An incident of abuse to a villager was also reported at the fish farm by a person with a pit bull terrier dog.

There has also been a rise in anti-social behaviour in the village with 2 accounts of suspected arson at the recreation field.  3 suspects are currently being questioned about this by the police. Some youngsters have also been climbing lamp posts in Bluntisham and Earith and removing the photocell from the top of the lights.  The police are asking all residents to remain vigilant and to report any crimes or incidents by calling the 101 non-emergency number.
Item 106
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported via email that the County Council are currently working on the budgets for next year and a consultation will be carried out via questionnaire which can be accessed by using the following website address.  http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/budgetconsultation

New flood defence gates have been installed either side of the Causeway and this work is now complete.  It is hoped that the need for road closures due to flooding will be alleviated now that the depth meters are in place.


Funding is still a little short for the St Ives to Bluntisham cycleway which is proposed but the work for this has been pencilled in for early next year.  The next stage will be to expand this cycleway to include Earith.

DC Mr Mike Francis reported that HDC are still committed to providing essential services despite the need for savings measures that will need to be implemented.  The One Leisure Centres will be maintained and a press release has been issued regarding this. Council Tax has been frozen and additional income generation streams are being looked into. 
DC Robin Carter reported via email that he is still trying to progress the badly needed repair at Edwards Walk as an order was placed for this repair to be done over a week ago and it has still not been resolved.  He is also trying to push forward possible repairs to the Chapel Road/Darford car parks. 

Mr Ron Hodge queried the removal of the crab apple tree in Hereward as this has still not been sorted out and DC Mr Mike Francis will liaise with DC Mr Robin Carter regarding this.  The Chairman also asked for the weeds around the village hall car park to be cleared.
(Close open Meeting) 8.15pm (Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 107
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations have been received.
Item 108
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman) and Mr Ron Hodge declared an interest in item 111 planning Amenity Land 1200231FUL.
Item 109
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 3rd July 2014

Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
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Item 110
Matters arising – Item 87 Footpaths and Bridleways – The Clerk reported that Simeon Carroll had commented that the fallen tree on the footpath between the Crown Public House and the Woodlands Care home did not belong to the County Council.  The Environment Agency are liaising with the Care Home to determine ownership 

Item 88 – Trees and Hedges – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the hedge at School Road had been cut and the Lilac Tree on Chapel Road had also been maintained.
Item 94 – Telephone Box on the High Street – The Clerk reported that BT had contacted her following the letter sent from the Parish Council to ask BT to refurbish the phone box.  In the next few weeks it will be cleaned and repaired.  It is hoped that the repainting etc. should be completed before the end of October.  If not then it will go into the next year’s schedule of works between April - October.


Item 111
Planning – Application reference – 1401063FUL – first floor extension above garage/dining room 

54 Greenfields, Earith

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this should be accepted as the amendments fit in well with the street scene and do not result in over development of the site. All in favour


Application reference – 1200231FUL – Appeal re Amenity Land Colne Road

Resolved – Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that this should be rejected as the original application was only passed for a temporary siting of a mobile home and was passed with certain stipulated conditions on it.  The conditions that refer to the development being temporary in origin should still stand.  This should not be classed as a permanent siting for the mobile home. All remaining Councillors voted in favour of this proposal.
Item 112
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that she has visited Tesco’s in Somersham and the bollards outside the front of the shop are all cast iron and positioned about 6” from the kerb and have been placed there to stop cars just stopping outside Tesco’s.  There are double yellow lines opposite so if cars did stop then this would cause congestion problems within the Village.

Our Community Chest application to HDC was not approved but we have received some CIL money £3,098.25 which can be used for infrastructure within the village.

The grant decision from WREN concerning the skate park proposal has been postponed and the panel meeting is now to be on or around the 11th August.

I am very pleased to say that the Clerk has now passed her CiLCA examination and we will need to amend her terms of reference which will be looked at in the September meeting.


Two Councillors, myself and the Clerk met with Bluntisham Parish Council to discuss the Parochial Church Council’s decision to apply to close the old churchyard.  Earith and Bluntisham Parish Councils agreed that they should ask HDC to take over this responsibility and Earith Parish Council suggested that the grass cutting is undertaken as a joint venture between the two parishes.  One quotation for grass cutting has been submitted and Bluntisham would obtain some further quotes so that a decision can be made jointly and a further meeting will need to be convened to make these arrangements.


I have received a number of complaints concerning the hedge along the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway and this will be discussed later at item 122.  I have also been contacted regarding drainage problems in Vermuyden and I have raised this concern with the Highways Department.

The Clerk has been contacted by a resident who reported that the pumping station on the recreation field is not working following a power cut and sewage was in the garden of the house and on the recreation field.  This is the responsibility of Anglian Water.


The Clerk has received 2 anonymous complaints from residents, one concerning speeding cars in Meadow Lane and the other is concerning the flying of a remote control drone aircraft with a video camera attached over the houses in Greenfields.

With regards to speeding in Meadow Lane the Parish Council can decide if an application to the Local Highways Improvement Scheme to implement speed control measures can be considered.  The police have been informed.

The Chairman has contacted the resident with regards to the drone and was told that they are fully conversant with the privacy laws and they only flew the plane in a residential area to test a new piece of equipment.  They said that the drone was not in the air very long.  
However, the most concerning problems that we have at present are those of anti-social behaviour within the village.  We are aware that the school holidays are now in progress but some of the incidents which have arisen have been from young adults.  There have been two separate fires at the recreation field.  During the very early hours of the morning three young adults set fire to the “wheelie bins” on the recreation field and used wood from a neighbouring fence to keep the fires alight.  The police were called and they caught the three offenders.  Two have been charged.

The other fire was in the evening and rubbish was set alight in the corner at the far side towards Vermuyden.

A current new “Craze” that is becoming apparent is the climbing of lamp posts and the stealing of the detectors at the top of the lights.  This started in Bluntisham and has now spread to Earith.  Can I 
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please remind everyone that if they see any anti-social behaviour in the village then please contact the police on 101. 

Bluntisham Parish Council has asked Earith Parish Council to think about a 50/50 split to clean the war memorial in Bluntisham following our decision to contribute a proportion of the cost depending on the number of residents that we have.  We do have our own memorial to refurbish and feel that this contribution is sufficient at this time.  The Council will not agree to a 50/50 split and the Clerk is to contact Bluntisham Parish Council to inform them.

Item 113
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that he attended the Road Safety meeting on the 8th July 2014 and the usual discussions were had but the HCV group want the Parish Council to contact the County Council to ask why they are proposing to cut back on spending on the road systems. The Clerk is to contact County regarding this.  We have also received an apology from the Speedwatch Co-ordinator concerning the placement of the fixed Speedwatch signs.  This is to be an agenda item in September.
Footpaths and bridleways – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that a tree has fallen over the footpath behind Minnaars and is impeding the pathway.  The Handyman is to go and clear this tree.  The Chairman is to contact Mr Minnaar and ask him to carry out maintenance on this pathway.
The Bridleway along the bottom of the bank at the river is now overgrown again and needs to be cut back.  The Clerk is to contact the Environment Agency and ask them to sort this out.
Allotments – Mr Ron Hodge reported that four plots are not being attended and the Clerk is to contact the plot owners and ask them to clear the rubbish from the plots
Village Pond – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that she has been cutting back the brambles and nettles in the pond area and would like to have the Handyman clear these away.  Mr Ron Hodge also asked if the Handyman could cut the hedges as last year and the Clerk is to arrange this.
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – Mr Ron Hodge has met with the play equipment inspector and the equipment at the pond area is OK and there are only a few minor changes that need to be made.  The equipment at the Recreation field has however been condemned and will need to be removed as soon as possible.  The swings have already been taken down following the inspection and the slide is also to be removed.  The rocking horse is still in good working order and only the wooden tread boards need to be replaced.  Miss Ann Brennan will look into all of these items as soon as she possibly can.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – There is a new grant application form that has been included within the Earith Echo for the new grant funding round
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report
Health and Safety Group – no report

Saywell Charity – The Chairman attended a meeting of the charity and it was agreed that a new bench could be ordered to replace the one that was stolen from along the Causeway.  Bluntisham Parish Council is also to have a new bench and it was decided that Earith Parish Council would order these as they have all the paperwork and the Charity would reimburse them.  
The Charity does not have a great deal of money but there is still some money that can be applied for by village organisations if the money will benefit the village as a whole.
Item 114
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken - 1 Hereward – Hedge – The Home Owners are still looking into the ownership of the hedge and will report back to the Chairman.
No 1 Darford, Luminus House – Big horse chestnut overhanging pathway – the Clerk is to contact Luminus

No 14 High Street – Conifer hedges and ivy over the wall – The Chairman is to contact

No 3 High Street – Elder bush needs to be looked at – The Chairman is to contact

Mr Jeff Nicholls is to attend site visits with the Chairman

Item 115
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mrs Marilyn Russell has provided the Clerk with the location of the various dips along the High Street and the Clerk has emailed this information to Mr Brian Murdoch.
Item 116
Berry Fen Wind Farm at Aldreth – Discussion requested by Mr Jeff Nicholls – Following on from the update received earlier from Mr Ian Bayes and the email correspondence received from a village resident  concerning abnormal loads and HCV movements the Council discussed this application and decided to oppose the application due to increased traffic along the A1123.  The major concerns are 
transport, traffic, volume of movements and the feasibility of the abnormal loads traversing the High Street.  The Colne Fen mineral extraction project also needs to be considered as this will also add to the HCV movements.  It will also increase the amount of particulates that are in the air. The Clerk is to make a comment regarding this application.
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Resolved – Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr Ron Hodge seconded that the Clerk should provide a comment to East Cambs Council regarding the application.  All in favour
Item 117
Local Highways Improvement Bid 2015 – New plans for consideration - The Clerk has received an email from HDC regarding the new round of bids.  3 options were discussed

Option 1 – Improvements to pavements on Cooks Drove from Parrens Road to Meadow Drove and from St Mary’s to Meadow Way on the opposite side of the road.


Option 2 – Meadow Way resurfacing


Option 3 – Meadow Lane Speeding

The Clerk is to send a letter to the four homeowners on Cooks Drove to see if they want a pathway to be installed.  The Chairman is also trying to arrange a meeting with Brian Murdoch to walk around the village to see if any other options can be explored.


These options will be discussed in length at the September meeting
Item 118
Standing Orders – Adoption of updated orders - The Clerk highlighted the changes to the standing orders to the Council and they discussed these changes in respect to the size of the Council and the scope of the work that we undertake.  They believed that the new orders were aimed more towards larger Councils and decided that our remaining standing orders are fit for the purposes of our Council 
Resolved – Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the current standing orders that the Council hold are still valid for use with Earith Parish Council and they did not want to adopt the new orders.  All in favour

Item 119
Financial Regulations – Adoption of updated regulations - The Clerk highlighted the changes to the financial regulations to the Council and advised the Council to adopt the new regulations as many things had changed and the old regulations were outdated in respect of online usage and cheque signatories.  The Clerk has asked if section 19 from the old regulations can be incorporated into the new regulations for Earith Parish Council as this specifies the use of the debit card in relation to the Clerk and she wanted this section to remain.
Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the new model financial regulations should be adopted with the changes highlighted by the Clerk to be added as this would make the regulations more tailored to the size of Earith Parish Council and how it worked as a Council.  Other changes were highlighted and the Clerk will provide these changes as an appendix to these minutes. All in favour

Item 120
Internal Auditors Report – The Clerk read out the report from the Internal Auditor which highlighted the difficulties that the Council faced when obtaining quotes for jobs needed.  The Auditor was concerned that in some instances only one quote was considered although the Clerk had striven to provide three quotations but did not get any answers from those asked.  The Internal Auditor suggested an approved supplier list but the Council did not favour this idea.  The Council are aware of the difficulties incurred whilst obtaining quotes but agreed that the Clerk should document those asked/dates received.  Other than this the Internal Auditor was very pleased with all aspects of 
internal control over procedures and was happy that the Council was working well within its standing orders and financial regulations.  He again, thanked the Clerk for her time during the Audit and for the good job that she was doing in serving the Council.
Item 121
Play equipment at the Recreation Ground – discussion following the annual inspection – Please see item 113 for detail.  It was decided that the CIL money could be used to help finance some new equipment at the Recreation field.  The Council are to try and ask the village what equipment they would like but as time frames are very tight due to the summer holidays the Council wish to act quickly to obtain new equipment if possible.  The Parish Council will try and obtain views of those present  at the next MUGA court session.  Ms Hazel Lambert is to put notices up at the play area to inform the village why the equipment has been removed.  A budget of £10 – 12,000 to include installation and VAT has been set as this was an unforeseen expense this year.
Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that new equipment should be purchased.  All in favour

Item 122 
Earith to Bluntisham hedgerow along the Causeway – Discussion regarding additional cutting back of brambles and nettles – The Council discussed the possibility of cutting this hedgerow twice each year.  The cost can be built into the precept.  The Clerk is to ask for quotations for cutting the hedgerow as soon as possible and then again possibly early New Year.  A flail mower is not to be used, the hedgerow is to be cut up to 3m high and all debris must be removed from site.
Item 123 
Grass cutting and weed spraying – possible adoption of District Council grass cutting/weed spraying requirement – The Council agreed to move this item to the September agenda for further discussion regarding this matter.
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Item 124
Erection of Notice Board at Cooks Drove –quotation to be discussed – The Clerk has obtained a quotation of £140.00 for the erection of the board.
Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the quotation should be accepted.  All in favour

Item 125
Request to carry out dog training classes to include owner responsibility education in the Village Hall – Decision to be made – The Clerk has received a request for dog training classes to be carried out in the Village Hall.  These classes will also include owner responsibility education.
Resolved – The Council do not have any objections to this activity taking place within the Hall providing the Hall is cleaned thoroughly after each class.  The floor will need to be sanded and sealed prior to these classes being established.  All in favour

Item 126
Finance – a) Payments to sign off           
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £10.04
	421.68
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	337.48
	2633
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 8.5 @ £7.28
	61.88
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	80.08
	2634
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE July 2014
	
	84.20
	2635
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2636
	LGA1953,s.4

	CAPALC
	Local Councils Explained – Clerk’s book
	
	49.99
	2637
	

	Balfour Beatty
	Replacement lantern and bracket Orchard Crescent
	
	1212.67
	2638
	

	CCC
	Street Lighting energy April – Sept 2013 backdated
	
	207.77
	2639
	

	Greenham Bunzl
	Cleaning products Village Hall
	
	86.96
	2640
	

	Crombie Wilkinson Solicitors
	Professional charges lease of part of Recreation Field
	
	600.00
	2641
	

	Fenland Fire Appliance
	Service attendance recharging of fire extinguisher at Village Hall
	
	75.24
	2642
	

	Amazon
	Solar powered light for Chapel Road passageway
	
	17.29
	Debit card
	

	Seagrave Inspection Services
	Annual Inspection fee for 2 x play areas
	
	196.80
	2643
	

	Earith Timber Products
	Removal of fallen tree and fence repair pond area
	
	330.00
	2644
	

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	0.00
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for July  2014 
	
	3390.98
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour.
Item 127
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Clerk has received an anonymous letter from a concerned resident regarding the flying of a drone aircraft with HD video camera attached in the village.  The Chairman has dealt with this issue as per item 112.
The Clerk has received an email regarding speeding cars in Meadow Lane/Drove and this was discussed and noted.

The Clerk has received an email concerning grass cutting, dog mess and litter and this was discussed and noted and the Chairman is to reply.

The Clerk has received an email concerning the resurfacing work on the High Street and the Flood Defence Gates – CC Mr Steve Criswell is to respond.

Item 128
Items for Future Meetings – Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Parish Plan, H&S Risk assessments, Meridian Benefice, Kitchen equipment in Village Hall, Bollards at the Village Hall, Speed Watch Notices, Grass Cutting (District Council areas), Clerks Terms and Conditions of Employment.



 
  Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 4th Sept 2014
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted






Date of notice – 23rd August 2014
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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