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Earith Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday the 4th September 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Keith Hudson




Ms Hazel Lambert



Mr Ron Hodge





Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr Alan Spackman

Mrs Marilyn Russell




Mr James Woolstenholmes





CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Mr Mike Francis, DC Mr Robin Carter 

No members of the public    



Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 129
Apologies for absence – Mr Robert Sherriff
Item 130
Open Forum – No public comments made
Item 131
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to distraction thefts in local supermarket car parks.  Some vehicles have also been stolen – a Kawasaki Motor Cycle and a Mercedes van in St Ives. There has also been an attempted burglary in Ramsey Road St Ives and two males were arrested.  The Huntingdon crime manager has also highlighted Colne and Earith business burglary prevention to be a priority.

There have also been some shed and garage burglaries were bicycle thefts have been targeted.


Somersham has also experienced two incidents of indecent exposure whereby a male occupant of a black Ford Focus type vehicle can be seen masturbating in full view of the public.


There have also been some reports of an unsolicited caller at properties within Earith claiming to be a courier who has lost some packages.  Please be aware of this and report any unusual callers to the police using the telephone number 101.
Item 132
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that any bids to the Local Highways Initiative Scheme must be completed by the 12th September.  Mr Ron Hodge asked Mr Criswell to look into the reinstatement of tarmac at the allotments site as this had still not been carried out following the Colne Road resurfacing earlier in the year.

Mr Alan Spackman also commented on the need for repairs to the Willingham to Earith Road and Mr Criswell will ask for patching of this road to be included in the Maintenance agenda.

DC Mr Robin Carter reported that the repair to the footpath at Edwards Walk had been completed and he will look into the state of the verges in this area.  Weed spraying had been carried out in the Village but the Car Park at the Village Hall still needed to be attended to.  The Car Parks at Chapel Road and Darford still need to be stoned.
DC Mr Mike Francis reported that the crab apple tree had been pruned but the Council have requested that this tree be taken down in its entirety and Mr Francis will look into this.  Mr Ron Hodge pointed out the tree officer Mr Brian Ogden has stated that this tree can come down.
Mr Alan Spackman reported that the hedge in the cul-de-sac at 19 – 33 Greenfields had partially fallen down and needs to be looked at.  The trench in the road at Greenfields near to number 94 is also getting worse.  There are also still an old lamp post in the passageway between 193-195 Greenfields and that there is a lamp post near Edwards Walk which still has two lights attached to it (one old and one new)
(Close open Meeting) 8pm (Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 133
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations have been received.
Item 134
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declaration made
Item 135
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 7th August 2014

Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 136
Matters arising – None
Item 137
Planning – None
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Item 138
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman wished to say get well soon to Mr Jeff Nicholls who has injured his foot and reported that there had not been any tree/hedge site visits this month due to time constraints.  The Chairman also requested that there should be a Finance Meeting following the meeting in October.

The Clerk has received damages payments for the wheelie bins at the Recreation Field.  Due to this vandalism the Council will now need to register for the collection of trade waste at the recreation field and a cost of £3.80 per lift will be charged for all rubbish collections from the Recreation Field from now on.


Grass cutting and weed spraying will be discussed in December whereby the Council will decide if they wish to take on the added responsibility of the grass cutting from Huntingdon District Council.


The home owner who was approached to have a Solar Powered light attached to their tree along the passageway to the shop has declined the offer and the Chairman will now look into other fixing options.
Item 139
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – The next meeting will be on Tuesday 9th September and Mr Nicholls will report on the reply received from Mr Criswell regarding the Road Safety spending cuts by the District Council.
Footpaths and bridleways – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the handyman had in fact removed two trees from the footpath at the back of the old Minnaars site and the Chairman is still chasing up Mr Minnaar to ask him to make arrangements to clear this area again.
The Bridleway along the bottom of the bank at the river is still overgrown and the Clerk will again chase up the Environment Agency and ask them to sort this out.
Allotments – Mr Ron Hodge reported that one plot has been cleared and re-let and that 2 others are to be cleared.  We are still awaiting a reply from the last plot owner.  The Clerk is to issue the allotment invoices in September.
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – no report
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report
Health and Safety Group – There is to be a meeting in October
Saywell Charity – The Chairman reported that the Clerk had ordered 2 benches, one for Earith and one for Bluntisham and these will be delivered shortly.  The Saywell Charity will then reimburse this cost.
Skate Park Update – The last grant of £25,000 has been secured and plans will now move forward.  A concrete skate park will be looked into as this is the quietest material that a park can be made out of and this will have minimal maintenance.  Surplus soil will remain on site so that an embankment slide area can be built.
Item 140
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken - 1 Hereward – Hedge – The Home Owners are still looking into the ownership of the hedge and will report back to the Chairman.
No 1 Darford, Luminus House – Big horse chestnut overhanging pathway – the Clerk is to contact Luminus

No 14 High Street – Conifer hedges and ivy over the wall – The Chairman is to contact

No 3 High Street – Elder bush needs to be looked at – The Chairman is to contact

New visits to be made to

28 High Street – overhanging hedge

60 High Street – overhanging planter on the pavement

Riverview Footpath – overhanging hedge

Greenfields Cul-de-sac opposite the post box – overhanging pyracantha and laurel

Item 141
Speedwatch – Decision to be made concerning the erection of new signs – The Clerk has received correspondence from the Speedwatch Co-ordinator to request that a further three Community Speedwatch signs are installed within the Village.


It has been requested that a signs are erected at George Corner, the entrance of Colne Road from the High Street and at Meadow Lane/Meadow Drove.  The Council voted on these as separate issues. 


George Corner – Resolved - Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr Ron Hodge seconded that this sign should not be erected – All in favour


Colne Road – Resolved – Mr James Woolstenholmes proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that this sign should not be erected – All in favour


Meadow Lane/Meadow Drove – Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that this sign could be erected but that the Council would not fund this.  If Speedwatch 
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needed a sign at this site then they would need to fund this themselves.  Five councillors voted for this decision and 2 voted against

Item 142
Local Highways Improvement Bid 2015 – New plans for consideration - The Clerk has received an email from HDC regarding the new round of bids.  3 options were discussed


Option 1 – Pathway from St Marys to Meadow Way on Cooks Drove

Option 2 – High Street Speeding

Option 3 – Meadow Lane Speeding


Option 1 – Resolved - The Clerk had received only one response from the Home Owners in Cooks Drove regarding a new pathway and there is a pathway on the opposite side of the road which can be used so this was not put forward.

Option 2 – The Clerk had received an email concerning possible speed restriction measures on the High Street which included a traffic island at the 30mph signs as you enter the village from Bluntisham and Wooden Gates to identify the village. Resolved – The High Street already had many speed restriction measures already installed along it and it was felt that adding more would not be beneficial to the village.


Option 3 – The question of speeding along Meadow Lane is discussed constantly by the Council at many meetings and there have been complaints by villagers about this issue for some time.  It has been recognised as a speeding hot spot in the village and Speedwatch do carry out sessions here but it was felt that due to its location within the village this area had been neglected and that speeding was a major concern for residents and road users in this area.  Resolved – Option 3 will be chosen to be put forward for the LHI bid for 2015.


Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr James Woolstenholmes seconded that Option 3 should be put forward.  All in favour
Item 143
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mrs Marilyn Russell will check again when we receive more rain to see if the issues along the High Street and in the Village have been sorted out following the gully cleaning that took place within the village in August.
Item 144
HDC Wind Energy Development in Huntingdonshire 2014 SPD – Discussion regarding Consultation Event - Following on from the Consultation Event concerning the adoption by HDC of this development plan Earith has been placed in the Ouse Valley development zone whereby it has been identified that one small scale wind farm development could be included within the Ouse Valley zone consisting of one wind turbine the Council discussed this and decided to put forward some comments concerning this.  The major concerns are 
Transport, traffic, volume of movements and the feasibility of abnormal loads traversing the High Street.  The Colne Fen mineral extraction project also needs to be considered as this will also add to the HCV movements.  It will also increase the amount of particulates that are in the air. The historic nature of the Village including the Bulwarks, the old school and the Wesleyan Chapel need to be considered.  The Village is in a flood plain and the whole of the High Street is in a conservation area.  Bury Fen is also the home of the game of Bandy.  Another major consideration must be the sense of tranquillity and isolation that the village at present holds and all of these features will be damaged if a wind turbine is situated in the village of Earith.  The Clerk is to lodge these comments with HDC for their consideration.

Item 145
Play equipment at the Recreation Ground – discussion following the annual inspection – Ms Hazel Lambert and Mr James Woolstenholmes attended the Recreation field to find out comments from the users concerning replacement play equipment.  The main items required consisted of a multi-use climbing frame, swings and a roundabout.  Possibly also a zip wire.

The old equipment is to be removed until new items can be installed.


The Clerk is to make arrangements for the purchase of a multi-use climbing frame item such as the Nexus Altitude from HAGS SMP. It is also hoped that a roundabout can also be included in the costings.  The two seat swing set is to be moved and re-used with one flat swing and one cradle swing to be installed.  The rocking horse will remain. It is also hoped that an embankment slide, using the earth spoil, can be incorporated into the site when the skate park project goes ahead.
Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that new equipment should be purchased by the Clerk and that she should negotiate to get the best deal which incorporated the most equipment within the budgets agreed.  All in favour

Item 146 
Earith to Bluntisham hedgerow along the Causeway – Quotations to be discussed – The Clerk has obtained 4 quotations for consideration

Option 1 - £450.00


Option 2 - £520.00


Option 3 - £600.00


Option 4 - £960.00


Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that option 1 should be chosen.  All in favour. The Clerk is to arrange for a copy of their public liability insurance to be 
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received prior to the cut going ahead. It is hoped that the cut can be completed by the end of September.  
Item 147 
Village Hall Utilities provider and Energy Survey – Options to renew contract or check for new offers – Energy Survey to be discussed – The current contract for utilities is due to expire and the Clerk is to look for other costs.  If a cheaper cost can be found then the contract should be moved.  The Village Hall was surveyed for energy efficiency and the main area to consider was the installation of a seven day timer to monitor the Village Hall boiler timings so that the boiler is not working when the Hall is not occupied.  This item was considered and it was felt that due to the small cost savings involved this would not be needed.  The boiler usage at present is minimal.
Item 148
Clerks Terms and Conditions of Employment – The Clerk has not had a formal pay rise, other than the national rise that all Clerks’s received, since she has been employed by the Council and her current pay rate is not in the correct pay band scale.  The Clerk successfully passed her CiLCA qualification in July and it was felt that this should be recognised with a pay review.  Council pay scales are banded according to the type and size of the Council that you are employed by and Earith Parish Council was not correctly placed in the banding scheme.  The Parish Council agreed that the pay scale should be changed to the LC2 band and that the Clerk’s pay should move to pay scale 30.  A £25.00 per month expenses payment was also agreed on which would cover such items as broadband, landline phone and light and heat.  These pay changes are to commence as of 1st August and as such will be backdated.  The Clerk’s salary will be reviewed each year in October.

Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that these changes should be made. All in favour
Item 149
Finance – a) Payments to sign off           
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £10.04
	421.68
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	337.48
	2645
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 6 @ £7.28
	43.68
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	61.88
	2646
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE July 2014
	
	84.20
	2647
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2648
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mr M S Pink
	Erection charge for notice board Cooks Drove
	
	140.00
	2648
	LGA1972, s.226

	Mr M S Pink
	Cutting of trees and hedges at Pond Area
	
	220.00
	2648
	PHA 1936, s.4

	Mr R Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	16.00
	2649
	PHA 1936, s.4

	Truelink
	Grass Cut x 8
	
	1917.00
	2650
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Whitehill Direct Ltd
	Outdoor display case Cooks Drove
	
	442.80
	2651
	LGA 1972, s.226

	DCS Window Cleaning Services
	Village Hall windows
	
	30.00
	2652
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Earith Echo
	Earith Echo Subscription
	
	220.00
	2653
	LGA 1972, s.133

	FCC Recycling UK Ltd
	FCC Environment Fee
	
	2750.00
	2654
	OSA 1906, s.10

	ICO
	Data Protection Renewal Fee
	
	35.00
	D.Card
	LGA 1972, s.288

	Bollards.co.uk
	Bollard for the Village Hall H&S
	
	174.00
	D.Card
	LGA1972, s.133

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	51.76
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for August 2014 
	
	6,592.62
	
	


a) Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour.
Item 150
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Chairman has received an email concerning events that the Norris Museum will be hosting
Item 151
Items for Future Meetings – Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Parish Plan, H&S Risk assessments, Meridian Benefice, Kitchen equipment in Village Hall, Grass Cutting (District Council areas) Signage on the River re navigating around the Island





   

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 2nd Oct 2014
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted






Date of notice – 27th Sept 2014
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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