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Earith Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday the 2nd October 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Keith Hudson




Ms Hazel Lambert



Mr Ron Hodge





Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr Alan Spackman

CC Mr Steve Criswell 
No members of the public    



Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 152
Apologies for absence – Mr Robert Sherriff- Resigned, Mr Jeff Nicholls, Mr James Woolstenholmes, Mrs Marilyn Russell, DC Mr Mike Francis, DC Mr Robin Carter
Item 153
Open Forum – No public comments made
Item 154
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to a silent call scam whereby a member of the public will receive several silent calls and will then be contacted by a company offering to help prevent silent calls.  This is a scam.  Please do not be caught out.

There has also been a burglary in East Street, Bluntisham, a business burglary in Wyton and some criminal damage to a vehicle in Darford, Earith.  A stolen trailer has been recovered and relocated in Houghton.  There have been some thefts from the Holywell/Needingworth Primary School which has coincided with refurbishment work being carried out.  Some large planters have been stolen from two front gardens on the High Street, Earith.  A benefit fraudster, Katy Bowers-Broadley who lived at 22 High Street Earith has received a 12 month conditional discharge following two charges of fraud for housing benefit and council tax support.  There have been seven reports of purses being stolen from handbags in our town centres so please be extra careful when out shopping.  There have also been some rogue traders operating in the area and some bogus trading standards officers have also been trying to scam unsuspecting residents in the area.

Cambridgeshire Constabulary are launching the get closer campaign to tackle cybercrime and they have also launched a Victim’s Hub to offer support to victims of crime in Cambridgeshire.
Item 155
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that the County Council are now looking at making possible savings in frontline areas such as street lighting, winter gritting, waste recycling and libraries.  Repairs have been marked out along the Willingham Road and these will be actioned shortly.

DC Mr Robin Carter reported via email that he is still pushing for stoning to be carried out at the Darford/Edwards Walk car parks.  There has also been a review of bus timetables with several routes under review
DC Mr Mike Francis reported via telephone that the crab apple tree has been removed
(Close open Meeting) 7.45pm (Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 156
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations have been received.
Item 157
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declaration made
Item 158
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 4th September 2014

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 159
Matters arising – None
Item 160
Planning – Appeal Ref: 1400015CONDIT – Amenity Land, Colne Road, Earith – Appeal retracted via applicant.

Numbering and naming of new houses on the High Street between 3-7 – Plot 1 will be known as 5 High Street, Plots 2 and 3 will be known as 1 and 2 Builders Court, High Street, Earith.
Item 161
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that Councillor Mr Robert Sherriff has formally resigned and the Council would like to thank him for his hard work and commitment during his term of office.  A Vacancy Notice will now be displayed.
Page 28

The new bench has arrived for the Causeway and will be installed by the Handyman when the hedge has been cut back.

Mr Minnaar has agreed to carry out maintenance to the footpath behind the Minnaar site.

Due to annual leave and other commitments there have not been any hedge visits to report but work has already commenced at 1 Hereward.  See other comments below.

A resident from Vermuyden who contacted the Council regarding blocked drains and dropped kerbs has thanked me and the Council for arranging with Highways to have these matters addressed.  Anglian Water are also making arrangements for an uninterrupted power supply to be installed in the pumping station at the Rec which will also help with the flooding issues that have arisen for houses in Bridge End.

Our Local Highways Initiative Bid has been shortlisted and the Clerk is to attend and make a presentation to HDC on the 5th November.

The Clerk has also raised a purchase order for new play equipment to be installed at the Rec and has negotiated a good price that covers the equipment and also installation of £9671 + VAT.  The old equipment will need to be removed and turf laid prior to the new equipment being installed.  The Clerk will make arrangements for this.
Item 162
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls provided a report to the Clerk regarding the latest Road Safety meeting which dealt with the issues of safer cycling and Speedwatch.  The Council will discuss Speedwatch at the next meeting in November.
Footpaths and bridleways – The Minnaar pathway is to be cleared and the Bridleway along the bottom of the bank at the river has been cleared.
Allotments – The Clerk has received a letter from an allotment holder concerning untidy plots.  Several plot holders have been contacted and plots are to be cleared/maintained.  Several rent payments have also been received.
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – no report
Hanson update – Mr Ron Hodge attended a meeting on the 22nd Sept and the site is now halfway through its dig.  There has been a 50% rise in the reports of bird life since last year.  Car park plans are still to be agreed.  The reed beds are growing well and a 68% production rate was reported.  The RSPB are still looking into the possibility of a footpath between the two bridges at Earith.
Skeeles update – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the latest application form can be found in the current edition of the Earith Echo.
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report
Health and Safety Group – no report
Saywell Charity – please see comments in Chairman’s Report
Skate Park Update – There is to be a skate park meeting on Wednesday 10th October where plans will be finalised and the installation booked in for the New Year
Item 163
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken - 1 Hereward – Hedge – work currently ongoing
No 3 High Street – Elder bush has now been maintained
28 High Street – overhanging hedge has now been trimmed
Greenfields Cul-de-sac opposite the post box – overhanging pyracantha and laurel has now been cut

St Marys Hedge near Garages – HDC to clear this area

60 High Street – overhanging planter on the pavement

No 1 Darford, Luminus House – Big horse chestnut overhanging pathway – the Clerk is to contact Luminus

No 14 High Street – Conifer hedges and ivy over the wall – The Chairman is to contact

Riverview Footpath – overhanging hedge

Item 164
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – The Clerk is to report the potholes in Meadow Way to the Highways Department.
Item 165
Annual Return – no problems to be reported
Item 166 
Village Hall Utilities provider change over quotations to be discussed – The Clerk has found several new providers and is to move the contract for gas immediately and the electricity will also be changed when it is due.

Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the Clerk is to change the contract to Extra Energy.  All in favour
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Item 167
Finance – a) Payments to sign off           
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.372
	561.62
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	25.00
	
	
	

	
	Back dated Pay Rise
	164.94
	
	
	

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	590.73
	2655
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 8.5 @ £7.28
	61.88
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	80.08
	2656
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE September 2014
	
	173.05
	2657
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2658
	LGA1953,s.4

	Fenland Fire Appliance 
	Fire Extinguisher Service
	
	35.46
	2659
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Earith Timber Products
	High Bridge Fence Repair
	
	234.00
	2660
	OSA 1906, ss.9 & 10

	Mr R Turner
	Bollard Install Charge
	
	120.00
	2661
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Viking
	Stamps, paper and shredder
	
	211.21
	2662
	

	PKF Littlejohn
	External Auditor Charge
	
	360.00
	2663
	LGA 1972, s.226

	Whitehill Direct Ltd
	2 x Benches Saywell Charity
	
	600.00
	2664
	

	Hunts DC
	Commercial Waste Collection
	
	98.80
	2665
	

	Cambridge Water
	V Hall Water Rates
	
	39.95
	2666
	

	West End DIY
	Chain and lock for wheelie bins at rec
	
	4.49
	D.Card
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	28.36
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for September 2014 
	
	2688.63
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour.
Item 168
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Clerk has received email correspondence concerning Speedwatch which is to be discussed at the meeting on the 6th November.
Item 169
Items for Future Meetings – Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Parish Plan, H&S Risk assessments, Meridian Benefice, Kitchen equipment in Village Hall, Grass Cutting (District Council areas) Signage on the River re navigating around the Island, POES request for a banner on the Green, Christmas Lights, Maintenance to the London Plane Tree at the Village Hall.




   

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 6th Nov 2014
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted






Date of notice – 1st Nov 2014
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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