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Earith Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday the 6th November 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Keith Hudson




Ms Hazel Lambert



Mr Ron Hodge





Mrs Marilyn Russell

Mr Jeff Nicholls            



            
DC Mr Mike Francis

Councillor Candidates – Mr John Fulcher, Mr Terry Rogers 
Four members of the public    



Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 170
Apologies for absence – Mr Alan Spackman, Mr James Woolstenholmes, Mrs Jenny Lloyd, DC Mr Robin Carter, and CC Mr Steve Criswell
Item 171
Open Forum – A comment was raised concerning the planning application for 134 Meadow Drove that this land had always been recognised as garden land for the last 17 years.

The Speedwatch Co-ordinator gave an overview of the current situation concerning Speedwatch sessions and the concern with the new guidelines, re training of volunteers etc.  Until the concerns are sorted out there will not be any Speedwatch sessions taking place.
Item 172
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to a fresh warning concerning hoax phone calls.  Do not give your bank or card details to anyone over the phone even if they say that they are the police.  The police will never ask for banking/card details. Also be aware of any phone calls from other reputable organisations such as Microsoft asking for card /bank details. 

There has been some suspicious behaviour in Fenstanton whereby a male cyclist is riding in an intimidating way in the area of the Hilton Road underpass.

There has also been some reports of a suspicious male in Sawtry who is curb crawling and can be seen openly masturbating in a possible Silver Ford Focus.

The police have arrested a male who has admitted to 10 cycle thefts in the St Ives area.  There is also a pending investigation into several other cycle thefts.  Some of the cycles have been returned to their owners.

There have been 2 dwelling burglaries in Hilton and a further burglary in St Ives.
There have also been some thefts from vans in St Ives.  All owners of commercial vehicles should make sure that they do not leave any tools or items of value inside their vans overnight.
There have been 2 road related incidents on the A1123.  A car left the road on the A1123 between Needingworth and Bluntisham on the 14th October.  There were no injuries and no other vehicles involved.  On 27th October a vehicle was stolen in the Norfolk Area and was located by helicopter as it made its way into St Ives on the A1123 from Earith to St Ives.  Officers were able to “sting” the vehicle at the Needingworth roundabout and it was stopped near to Needingworth village and the driver was detained.

The Cambridgeshire Constabulary are organising a Hate Crime Awareness Week to encourage people to come forward and speak about any issues.  If you do not wish to speak to the police then you can get some helpful and encouraging advice from a website called True Vision which replaced the Open Out website.
Item 173
County Council and District Council Reports – DC Mr Mike Francis was very pleased to report the removal of the crab apple tree in Hereward.  He reported that things were fairly quiet at the District Council at present.  This was echoed by an email report from DC Mr Robin Carter who highlighted the new changes to management personnel at the District Council.  There is to be a review of electoral arrangements which will commence in October 2015 and be completed by August 2016.  Please see the notice board for more details.

There are still no firm plans to report regarding Morrisons.


Reports have been made concerning the street lighting issues in the High Street and the stoning of the Darford and Chapel Road car parks is still being looked into.  Weed spraying is still an issue and it is probably too late to spray now.  However spraying should take place come April/May
(Close open Meeting) 7.40pm (Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 174
Co-Option of new Councillor following vacancy notice – 2 candidates – The Clerk has received applications from two candidates for the Councillor vacancy.  Both candidates have been invited to address the Council at this meeting.


Presentations were given by the candidates who were then asked to vacate the room so that a vote could take place.
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Resolved - Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that Mr Terry Rogers should be co-opted onto the Council.  Miss Ann Brennan proposed Mr John Fulcher who was a very strong candidate.  All other Councillors voted for Mr Rogers.

Both candidates were asked to return to the room and the decision was given.  Mr Rogers was asked to join the Council and was asked to sign his acceptance of office form, dispensation form concerning financial matters of the Council and register of interest forms were also given.

Mr Fulcher, although not successful during this vote , was asked if he would still like to attend meetings to see if he would be interested in joining the Council as elections will be held in May 2015 and it is not known if all Councillors will be standing for election.
Item 175
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. A dispensation form was received from Mr Terry Rogers which was requesting the right to speak and vote on any financial matters concerning the Council such as setting the precept and budgets.  The Dispensation was accepted by the Clerk.
Item 176
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declaration made
Item 177
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 2nd October 2014

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Ron Hodge seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 178
Matters arising – The resident at 1 Hereward has almost finished clearing the hedge/shrubs and they have made this area much better.  The Clerk has written to thank them for their help in keeping Earith tidy.  Work is still needed at the Doctors Surgery and 14 High Street.  See item 182 below.
Item 179
Planning – Application Ref: 1401656CLED – Certificate of Lawful existing use in respect of land used as garden – 134 Meadow Drove.  The Councillors discussed this at length and there was some disagreement regarding the amount of land that had been used as a garden.  

Resolved – Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that this area of land had been used as a garden for some time.  2 Councillors abstained to vote, 3 Councillors voted for and the Chairman also voted for this application.


Application Ref: 1401480FUL – Single storey rear extension – 15 Hermitage Road.


Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that this should be accepted as it did not overlook any other property and the work was all to the back of the property and it was only single storey.  All in favour


Application Ref: 1401587FUL – Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling 14 High Street.  This application is in the conservation area of the village and also adjacent to the river so flood levels were discussed.  The large amount of vegetation at the front of the property needs to be maintained now, before the build takes place.  Concerns were also raised regarding visibility levels during the build and also traffic management as the Council did not want to see works traffic vehicles parked on the High Street, or the pavement, as this is an “A” road and works traffic should be housed on the development site if possible.


Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this application should be passed and that the above comments should also be made.  All in favour
Item 180
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the Clerk has presented the Local Highway Improvements Bid for traffic calming measures down Meadow Lane/Meadow Drove to the County Council and a decision will be made in the New Year.  Proposals are to be received soon for last year’s bid for better one way road signage and improvements at Chapel Road.  This will hopefully mean that the large pot holes in this area will be repaired.

The Causeway hedge has been cut back and this will be reviewed again in the New Year to see if any further maintenance is needed.


The Council has received some further CIL money as a result of the two new houses on the High Street.


The WW1 remembrance tree has been planted and a wonderful tree guard has been designed and hand made by Sigitas from Safety Works Solutions and installed around the tree.  The Parish Council wish to thank Sigitas for the very generous donation of his time and help with this project and also Marco for the materials to make the tree guard.
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Item 181
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the HCV group discussed the A14 and Ely Bypass and also the traffic movements as a result of the Berry Fen Wind Farm.  The HCV Group are to write a letter regarding the increased traffic movements if this development progresses.
Footpaths and bridleways – The Minnaar pathway is to be cleared 
Allotments – no report
Village Pond – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that a large bough has fallen from a tree at the pond and the Handyman is to remove the bough and cut down the tree.
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The ground preparation work for the new installation of play equipment at the Rec has been completed and the new equipment should be installed, weather permitting, next week.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – The Chairman and Clerk met with the ETE representatives and highlighted the progress with the Skate Park and the new play equipment.  ETE are happy for the skate park project to be installed in the New Year.
PC Cluster Meetings – no report
Health and Safety Group – no report
Saywell Charity – The Clerk has received the donation from the Saywell Charity to cover the cost of the new benches purchased on behalf of Bluntisham Parish Council and Earith Parish Council.
Skate Park Update – The project details have all been finalised and the installation will go ahead in the New Year in readiness for an opening ceremony in time for Easter.
Item 182
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken - 1 Hereward – Hedge – work currently ongoing
No 1 Darford, Luminus House – Big horse chestnut overhanging pathway – the Clerk is to contact Luminus

No 14 High Street – Conifer hedges and ivy over the wall – The Clerk is to write to the owner and ask for the overhanging vegetation to be cleared
Riverview Footpath – The Clerk is to write to the owner and ask if the overhanging hedge can be maintained
New visit to be arranged for 30 Greenfields as conifer trees are encroaching on two pathways in this area.  The Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls are to make a visit.

Item 183
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mr Keith Hudson has cleared leaves from several pathways in the Village.

A black car is parking on the pathway at Edwards Walk opposite Chapel Road.  The Clerk will issue a parking notice.


2 cars are parked in the Darford Car Park and they have not been moved for some time.  Mr Hudson has tried to make contact with the police on 101 but he has had no luck in getting through to them.  DC Mr Mike Francis will talk to HDC as it is their car park.
Item 184
Speedwatch response needed to email correspondence – Further to the Speedwatch update received in the Open Forum the Parish Council will not issue a response to the email correspondence until the problems with the Speedwatch sessions have been completed.
Item 185 
Christmas Lights - Miss Ann Brennan has had the Christmas Lights tested and they are all ready to go.  The lights will be officially turned on at the next Council meeting in December.
Item 186
POES request for a banner on the green – decision to be made – Due to Health and Safety issues and possible vandalism of a banner on the green it was decided that this request should not be granted.  The Parish Council are happy for a banner to be tied to the railings at the Pond to highlight the Christmas Pantomime.  The Clerk will inform Mrs Linda Sturrock of this decision.

Item 187 
Maintenance – London Plane Tree – decision to be made – The Clerk has received comments from the Tree Officer, Mr Brian Ogden, who has confirmed that the overhanging branches can be trimmed back to a height of 3m above the pavement.  Miss Ann Brennan is to contact the Somersham Christmas Lights Committee to see if they can help with this maintenance when they take down the lights in January.
Item 188
Remembrance Wreaths – Donation to be discussed – 2 wreaths have been ordered in readiness for the Remembrance Day services.  The Council agreed that a Donation can be given to the local branch of the Royal British Legion up to a maximum of £100 once the cost of the wreaths has been made.  The wreaths cost £40 this year and a donation of £60 will be given (totalling £100)


Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that a donation can be made.  All in favour
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Item 189
Finance meeting update – The Chairman reported that all finances were checked and are all in order.  Income, expenditure, VAT, Bank Statements and the Cheque Book were all inspected.  A further meeting will be held in January.
Item 190
Finance – a) Payments to sign off           
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.372
	561.62
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	25.00
	
	
	

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	469.42
	2667
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 9.5 @ £7.28
	69.16
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	87.16
	2668
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE October 2014
	
	117.40
	2669
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2670
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mr Ron Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	16.90
	2671
	PHA 1936, s.4

	Truelink Ltd
	Grass Cut x 1
	
	307.50
	2672
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Mick George Ltd
	Grant 3rd party funding
	
	4545.00
	2673
	LGA 1972, s.226

	DCS Window Cleaning
	Window cleaning at the Village Hall
	
	13.00
	2674
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Barcham Trees
	WW1 commemorative tree including planting and delivery
	
	298.80
	2675
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Upwood Tree Services
	Bluntisham to Earith Causeway maintenance
	
	450.00
	2676
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Cambridge and Peterborough Turf
	Top soil and turf for play area at Rec
	
	760.78
	2677
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Bluntisham Parish Council
	Cleaning of war memorial in Bluntisham part cost
	
	607.50
	2678
	LGA 1972, s.214

	Woodford Recycling
	2 x skips for wet pour removal Rec
	
	384.00
	D.Card
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Gas quarterly charge
	
	32.61
	DD
	LGA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	23.64
	DD
	LGA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for October2014 
	
	8,226.21
	
	


a) Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour.
Item 191
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Clerk has received a further CIL payment of £1032.75.  
There is to be an electoral review and a notice has been put on the notice board
Email correspondence has been received regarding erection of wind turbines at Stretham and this will be placed on the agenda for December

Email correspondence has been received from DC Mr Robin Carter concerning bus time table changes and this will be placed on the agenda for December
Item 192
Items for Future Meetings – Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Parish Plan, H&S Risk assessments, Meridian Benefice, Kitchen equipment in Village Hall, Grass Cutting (District Council areas) Signage on the River re navigating around the Island, Precept and budgets




   

Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 4th Dec 2014
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted






Date of notice – 15th Nov 2014
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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