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Earith Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday the 4th December 2014
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Keith Hudson




Ms Hazel Lambert



Mr Ron Hodge





Mr Alan Spackman
Mr Jeff Nicholls  




Mr James Woolstenholmes    
Mrs Jenny Lloyd 




Mr Terry Rogers     



            
DC Mr Mike Francis

Mr John Fulcher, five members of the public    



Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 193
Apologies for absence – Mrs Marilyn Russell, DC Mr Robin Carter, and CC Mr Steve Criswell
Item 194
Open Forum – A comment was raised concerning the planning application for discussion at item 201 that the renovations would make the internal layout easier to live in.

Further comments were raised concerning traffic issues in the High Street.  Parking by works vehicles is an issue but cannot be remedied as the High Street is an A road and vehicles can park were they wish provided there are no double yellow lines.  The zebra crossing at the shop was also questioned and when the crossing was originally decided upon the Council, at that time, decided that this was the most appropriate place for the crossing and this decision was additionally sanctioned by the Highways Department.  New halo lights have made both the crossings more noticeable.  The pavements are not wide enough to allow for traffic lights to be installed at the crossing.  There are a lot of speed control measures in the High Street and these physical measures, if treated correctly, should stop speeding issues.  Driver awareness and education are still problems.  A mirror was requested at the corner of the High Street and Colne Road but again this cannot be actioned as the County Council will not be held liable for it and it could not be erected on a private property due to Health and Safety reasons.

The High Street is an A road and as such all available speed control measures have been investigated.  The question of why does a de-restricted zone operate in between the two access bridge points coming into Earith then drop to a 30 mph area.  The Chairman will look into the actual rulings concerning this and report back to the resident who raised this point.


It was also brought to the attention of the Council that the speed control flashing sign on the entrance to the village from Bluntisham does not work.  The Clerk will report this to the Highways Department.
Item 195
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to some car crimes in Sawtry and some house burglaries in the St Ives area.  The Police have made some arrests concerning this issue.

There have also been some out building burglaries along the High Street.
Item 196
County Council and District Council Reports – DC Mr Mike Francis reported that there may be some potential changes to the Council Tax Support with discussions still on going at present.  The Anti-Social Crime and Police Act 2014 are replacing ASBO’s with new powers to grant civil injunctions and other deterrents.  The question of static cars in the Darford car park has been looked into and 1 car will remain as static as it needs works doing to it.  1 car comes and goes and I car is active.  If there are any further problems of this kind then they can be reported to Christine Price at HDC.  There is a big puddle at the Chapel Road car park which will need to be cleared.
(Close open Meeting) 7.55pm (Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 197
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. A dispensation form was received from Miss Ann Brennan which was requesting the right to speak and vote on item 206.  The Dispensation was accepted by the Clerk as Miss Brennan is the sitting tenant and has working knowledge of the field.
Item 198
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declaration made
Item 199
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 6th November 2014

Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 200
Matters arising – None
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Item 201
Planning – Application Ref: 1401835LBC – Alterations to internal layout, windows and in filling external door – Chelsea House, 84 High Street, Earith, PE28 3PN

Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this application is approved.  As the much needed renovation will modernise the internal layout and lead to it becoming a more family friendly dwelling.  All in favour
Item 202
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that a cover has been made around the boiler controls in the kitchen so that the controls cannot be tampered with.  A notice will be attached to it to state that the radiators can be controlled using the individual thermostats.  The SLCC/NALC has published the new revised pay scales for 2014-2015 and this will result in new pay rates for the Clerk and Caretaker as of 1st January 2015.  Clerks will also receive 2 consolidated payments – one in December 2014 and a further one in April 2015.
Item 203
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the Road Safety Group discussed the problem of erratic parking by blue badge holders in St Ives.  The Police are dealing with this matter.  The Police Speedwatch Co-ordinator, Mr Brian Robins, will attend the next meeting to inform the group of the new procedures regarding Speedwatch.
There has not been a HCV meeting.
Footpaths and bridleways – The Minnaar pathway has been cleared.  The Clerk is to thank Mr Minnaar for his continued cooperation.  A willow tree has fallen in Trundlers Lane.  The Chairman will contact the land owner to see if the tree belongs to him and if he can help with this issue.
Allotments – A tree has blown down from behind 44 Meadow Lane and is blocking the dyke causing flooding at the allotments.  The Clerk is to contact the home owner to ask if they can remove the tree.
Village Pond – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the ducks are being stolen from the Pond.  All 7 tame ducks have been taken.  Notices have been erected within the village and this has sparked the interest of the local and national newspapers and also the BBC.  The Council agreed that new ducks should be purchased and Ms Hazel Lambert and Mr Ron Hodge will organise this in the New Year.  All agreed
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The new play equipment is being installed and the hedge has been cut back in this area for health and safety reasons so that the overhanging branches do not impose on the equipment.  The height of the trees will also be reduced in the New Year so that this area can be regularly maintained to allow for maximum usage by the younger residents of the village.
The tread boards on the rocking horse have also been replaced and the materials were provided by Marco from Safety Works Solutions and installed by Ziggy.  The Council wish to thank Marco and Ziggy for all of their help with Village projects this year.  The Clerk is to purchase a thank you gift.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – Ms Hazel Lambert and Miss Ann Brennan reported that 6 awards of £100 were given by the Skeeles Charity this year and all applicants will be receiving their grants.  An additional grant of £150 was made to the Primary School for the continued support of the Cookery Club
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report
Health and Safety Group – no report
Saywell Charity – The bench has been built and will be installed soon
Skate Park Update – The Clerk has placed the order for the Skate Park.
Item 204
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls visited 30 Greenfields concerning the conifers to the side and back of the property.  This house is rented and the occupants will speak to the Landlord about maintaining these trees.

The conifers at the back also belong to 32 Greenfields so the Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls attempted to contact the owners but they were not at home so the Clerk has sent a letter to them asking them to maintain the conifers at the back of their property.


The fallen tree along the Crown/Woodlands path has been assessed by the Environment Agency who have recommended that it stay where it currently is as it will eventually be swept away when the river water rises.
Item 205
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that there are some large pot holes on the verge on the corner of Chapel Road/School Road which appear to have been made worse by the constant works traffic currently working on the extension at “Olde Walls” Chapel Road.  Miss Ann Brennan reported that a resident had fallen outside the Doctors Surgery because of these large pot holes.  The Clerk is to write to the owners of the property to ask them to ask their contractors to park their works vehicles in other areas and to re-instate the pot holes before they vacate the site.
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Item 206
ECA Field – Notices posted on Notice Boards for declaration of interests by 31st December 2014 – Review of lease conditions – The Council discussed the current licence to graze that relates to the ECA Field.  A revised lease was discussed and conditions were included to allow for the correct procedure for notice to be given and reinstatement of the field.  The Clerk will re word the lease and then issue it to all the interested parties prior to the January meeting ready for a decision to be made by the Council.
Item 207
Grass cutting – Decision on areas to be included – Do we want to take on the District Council Areas? - Miss Ann Brennan has requested that this item be discussed in the November meeting next year as this will give the contractors time to provide a quote and include our items in their schedule for the coming year.  We currently cut the County Council areas and we receive a contribution from the County for doing this. We also have the Parish Council grassed areas to maintain.  A decision was made to not include the District Council areas as they do not offer a contribution and these areas are quite large.  The Clerk is to obtain quotes for the same areas as last year based on a two year contract with the option to renew the contract yearly.

The Clerk is to also ask for a one off quotation to include all the grassed areas in the village so we will know a cost to be considered if we wish to take on the added areas in the future or if a one off cut is needed due to the restrictions of the District Council cutting schedule.  All quotations are to include strimming as well.
Item 208
Electoral Review – discussion and any comments to be recorded – The Parish Council wish to remain as we are at present and do not want to be merged with any other village.  Earith has its own set of unique qualities that do not relate to the surrounding villages.  We are the most Easterly village in the ward and our High Street is an A road the A1123.  We have the flooding issues and road closures due to the river network that surrounds the village.  We are also within a conservation area with a large number of listed buildings.  The Clerk is to report our comments to the review board.  All agreed to remain as we are.
Item 209 
Wind Turbines at Stretham – Decision regarding lodging comments to the application - The Council discussed the application and felt that they did not have the right to make decisions regarding this issue.  If individuals wanted to make comments then this would be acceptable and the Council would pass the information onto the residents so that private comments could be raised if needed.
Item 210
Precept and Budget FY2015-2016 – Review and decision to be made – The Council discussed the proposed precept request made by the Clerk and made some further provisions within the budget. A precept amount of £42,500 was agreed.

Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded.  All in favour

Item 211
Finance – a) Payments to sign off           
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.372
	561.62
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	25.00
	
	
	

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	469.42
	2680
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 8 @ £7.28
	58.24
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	76.44
	2681
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE November 2014
	
	117.20
	2682
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2683
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mr M S Pink
	Play equipment install prep work
	
	880.00
	2683
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Mr M S Pink
	Maintenance of fallen tree at pond
	
	200.00
	2683
	PHA 1936, s.4

	Mr M S Pink
	Boiler cover at Village Hall
	
	40.00
	2683
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Mr M S Pink
	Tree/Hedge maintenance at Rec
	
	265.00
	2683
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Truelink Ltd
	Grass Cut x 1
	
	343.50
	2684
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Earith Echo
	Earith Echo issue no 33
	
	220.00
	2685
	LGA 1972, s.133

	EDCO2 Poppy Appeal
	Remembrance day wreaths
	
	40.00
	2686
	LGA 1972, s.137

	EBC – RBL
	Donation to Local British Legion
	
	60.00
	2687
	LGA 1972, s.137

	Cambridge and Peterborough Turf
	Top soil x 4 extra bags at Rec
	
	192.00
	2679
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Zeon Webvertise
	Website renewal
	
	11.50
	D.Card
	

	Wickes
	Materials to make boiler cover
	
	20.07
	D.Card
	

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	31.99
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for November2014 
	
	3,067.12
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a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour.
Item 212
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

Sutton Parish Council review of Neighbourhood plan consultation noted by the Council
Item 213
Items for Future Meetings – Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Parish Plan, H&S Risk assessments, Meridian Benefice, Kitchen equipment in Village Hall, Signage on the River re navigating around the Island, CRB changes to be discussed, re-instatement of paving area outside the Village Hall




   
Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 8th January 2015
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted






Date of notice – 13th Dec 2014
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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