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Earith Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday the 8th January 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Keith Hudson




Ms Hazel Lambert



Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Jeff Nicholls  
Mr James Woolstenholmes    



Mr Terry Rogers
Mrs Marilyn Russell 








            
DC Mr Mike Francis, CC Mr Steve Criswell
Three members of the public    



Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 214
Apologies for absence – Mrs Jenny Lloyd, Mr Ron Hodge, DC Mr Robin Carter
Item 215
Open Forum – No comments raised, one member of the public, who had registered an interest in the ECA Field came to hear the decision.
Item 216
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to several dwelling burglaries in the area, most, being carried out during the day time via entrance through the back of the property with mostly cash and jewellery being taken.

There is also a further telephone scam whereby the caller pretends to be a member of the Police force and bank card details and cash are demanded.  The Police will never call to ask for bank details.  Please be vigilant and careful during the New Year.
Item 217
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that the County Council are now at the end of their budget talks and all the current winter gritting routes are to be maintained. In order for savings to be made the street lights will be timed to turn off at midnight each day as of April. The Parish Cluster meetings have resulted in more time banks being opened.  The Chairman asked Mr Criswell to check a point that was raised by the Day Centre as they have been informed that the Ely and Soham Dial a Ride may be ceasing at the end of March and this is the transport option that allows them to be picked up and attend the Day Centre in Earith.
DC Mr Mike Francis reported that he is still progressing the questions raised concerning weed clearance at the back of the Hall and the tree in Hereward.  He also reported that savings need to be made and Councils need to look at the best use of assets.  The Huntingdon Local Plan for 2036 is now underway and seminars regarding this are being organised in January and February.
Mr Alan Spackman and Mr Terry Rogers also raised the point that the refuse collection over Christmas was not carried out very efficiently and several bins were not emptied at all.  Mr Francis will look into this and report back.  An article is to be included in the Earith Echo.
(Close open Meeting) 7.50pm (Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 218
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None
Item 219
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  
Miss Ann Brennan registered an interest in item 227
Mr Terry Rogers registered an interest in item 222 – application 1402126FUL
Mrs Julie Seamark registered an interest in item 222 – application 1402079FUL

Item 220
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 4th December 2014

Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 221
Matters arising – The Chairman contacted the landowner regarding the tree in Trundlers Lane and he does not think that it belongs to him although he will try and move it if he can
Item 222
Planning – Application Ref: 1402079FUL – Single Storey Front Extension – 146 Greenfields
Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that this application is approved as it is still in keeping with the street scene. A question of drainage was raised and this will be reported when the comments are made.  Mrs Julie Seamark declared an interest in this item and all other remaining councillors voted to accept the proposal.
Planning - Application Ref: 1402126FUL – Single Storey Oak Framed Orangery and Utility Extension to rear – 44 Meadow Lane
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Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this application is approved.  It is a large extension but within the building line and the size of the plot.  It is all at the back of the property and will not be seen from the road. Mr Terry Rogers declared an interest in this item and all other remaining councillors voted to accept the proposal.

Planning – Application Ref: 1402053FUL – Proposed Two Storey Side Extension – 9 School Road

Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that this application is approved.  It is a large extension on a relatively small plot but it is within the fence line and sits back from the road so it will not obscure visibility.  A precedent has already been set in this road for large extensions of this type as the planning application for 2a was approved. All in favour

Item 223
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that she had met with Joshua Rutherford and the proposed refurbishment and layout for the changes to Chapel Road one way system has now been agreed as per the successful LHI bid from 2014.  The Clerk has a plan of the changes if any resident wishes to see it.  The LHI Bid for 2015 is still to be decided but it is hoped that a decision will be made within the next few weeks.

The Bingo Group have left the Village Hall and will continue on Thursday evenings at Bluntisham Village Hall.  The Over 60’s Group have made enquiries into possibly hiring the Earith Village Hall for their meetings on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays each month.
Item 224
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the next meeting will be on the 12th January 2015
Footpaths and bridleways – no report
Allotments – A tree has blown down from behind 44 Meadow Lane and is blocking the dyke causing flooding at the allotments.  The home owner will remove the tree when they have been able to get the correct type of help as it is too large for them to move on their own.
Village Pond – no report but the Clerk did read an email from Coventry concerning the missing ducks.  Several other emails have been received, with one being sent from Italy!!
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The new play equipment has been installed and there is still enough space for a slide to be added in the New Year.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report
Health and Safety Group – no report
Saywell Charity – The bench has been built and will be installed soon and a plaque will be added
Skate Park Update – The Clerk received an email from Mr Shailesh Vara, over the Christmas period, requesting a response to anonymous correspondence that he has received from a constituent who was concerned that planning permission is not needed for the skate park.  A response was issued and further correspondence has now been received via letter from Mr Vara.  The Council have instructed the Clerk to respond to say that the response already given covers all of the concerns raised and that no further comments are to be made at this time.
Item 225
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Chairman reported that the conifers have been cut at the back of 32 Greenfields.

There has been no action from 30 Greenfields so the Clerk is to issue a follow up letter.


The Chairman and fellow Councillor Mr Nicholls have contacted the resident at 59 Greenfields regarding their hedge.

The Clerk is to send a letter to 17 School Road as this is now for sale and the hedge needs maintaining.
Item 226
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mrs Marilyn Russell is to carry out a further pooling survey when we have some more rain and will report any issues to the Clerk who will inform Mr Brian Ogden.
Item 227
ECA Field – Decision to be made concerning registered interests – The Clerk has received 5 registered interests for the ECA Field lease. The Clerk gave the Council details of the applications. The Council asked Miss Ann Brennan, who had declared an interest in this item and the member of the public who was also interested in this lease to leave the room while a discussion and decision were made.  Following lengthy debate concerning those that had expressed an interest it was decided, by all, that the current tenant should remain.  They had held the lease since 2006 as no other residents had ever expressed an interest before and had fulfilled all aspects of the lease without any problems arising. The rent was always paid on time and the field was always maintained correctly
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Resolved – Mr James Woolstenholmes proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the current tenant should remain.  All in favour
Item 228
Grass cutting – Quotations to be discussed and contract to be awarded – The Clerk requested 3 quotations and only 2 contractors responded in the allotted timeframe.  The Clerk has subsequently heard from the third contractor who was in hospital over the Christmas period and could not respond to the request to tender but they would like to be asked again next year.

Option 1 – Parish Areas £120.00/cut, County Areas £90.00/cut, HDC Areas £190.00/cut
Option 2 – Parish Areas £143.50/cut, County Areas £112.75/cut, HDC Areas £95.00/cut
Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that The Clerk should obtain a few more details concerning option 1.  If option 1 fulfilled all the necessary conditions that the Council requested e.g. strimming then this option should be accepted.  If this is not within the quotation obtained then the Clerk will bring the decision back to the Council in February.
Item 229
Request by the Primary School for the Village Hall to be appointed as “Emergency Provision” for the evacuation of the children – The Clerk has asked the school governors if the Council can have the use of the School Hall if there is ever an emergency problem with the Village Hall and this request will be put to the Governors for their consideration.

Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr James Woolstenholmes seconded that the Village Hall should be used as an emergency evacuation holding area for the children if an emergency situation occurs.  All in favour
Item 230 
Council complaint to be discussed so that a response can be given to HDC Legal Department 

The Clerk has received an emailed request from HDC Legal Department concerning a complaint that the Council has not acted correctly in some aspects of their internal governance.  The complainant has asked to be anonymous.  Due to the possibly defamatory and libellous nature of this complaint the Council have instructed the Clerk to respond to HDC to say that legal advice will be obtained prior to a response being made.  A copy of the response to a very similar anonymous complaint mentioned in item 224 is to be sent to HDC as it does cover many of the points raised.  An item regarding some of the points raised will be mentioned in the Earith Echo. 
Item 231
Finance – a) Payments to sign off           
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.372
	561.62
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	One off consolidated payment
	26.20
	
	
	

	
	Clerks Expenses
	25.00
	
	
	

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	490.42
	2688
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 6.75 @ £7.28
	49.14
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.28
	18.20
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	PAYE rebate
	0.20
	
	
	

	
	Total plus rebate
	
	67.54
	2689
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE December 2014
	
	122.20
	2690
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2691
	LGA1953,s.4

	Mr R Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	16.90
	2692
	PHA 1936, s.4

	HAGS SMP Ltd
	Play Equipment including install
	
	11605.20
	2693
	OSA 1906, 3.10

	Tesco
	Mobile Phone rental x 2 
	
	25.00
	DD
	LGA 1972, s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	40.15
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Gas final charge
	
	257.98
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	76.97
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for December2014 
	
	12,802.36
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr James Woolstenholmes seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour.
Item 232
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Clerk is to query the numbering of 9 Chapel Road as it is on the side of even numbers and this is an odd number.
The Clerk read out an email from RSPB regarding the proposed footpath between the two bridges and this is still being considered.

The Clerk received a request for nominees for the Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace and Mr and Mrs Hodge are to be nominated

The Clerk received an email regarding seminars for the Local Plan 2036 and Mr Terry Rogers and Ms Hazel Lambert will be able to attend.  The Clerk is to arrange this.
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The Clerk has received an email concerning grants from the Cambridge Rambling Club for upkeep of local footpaths.  The Clerk nominated the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway as a path that needs updating but this job was too large for the grant scheme of £500 although the Clerk is to progress a further option that the local Infrastructure team may be able to help with.

Item 233
Items for Future Meetings – Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Parish Plan, H&S Risk assessments, Meridian Benefice, Kitchen equipment in Village Hall, Signage on the River re navigating around the Island, CRB changes to be discussed, re-instatement of paving area outside the Village Hall, signage at High Bridge, Removal of boiler cupboard, River Island




   
Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 5th February 2015
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted






Date of notice – 17th January 2015
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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