Page 42
Earith Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday the 5th February 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Keith Hudson




Ms Hazel Lambert



Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Jeff Nicholls  
Mrs Jenny Lloyd    




Mr Terry Rogers
Mrs Marilyn Russell 




Mr Ron Hodge







            
DC Mr Robin Carter

Seven members of the public    



Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 234
Apologies for absence – Mr James Woolstenholmes, DC Mr Mike Francis, CC Mr Steve Criswell
Item 235
Open Forum – One member of the public gave a brief outline of the usage of the ECA Field.

One member of the public commented on the state of the grass verges in the village and the parking issues.  The Chairman replied to say that the parking in Chapel Road will be helped when the LHI improvements have been made and the car parks at Chapel Road/Edwards Walk/Darford are the responsibility of either the Huntingdon District Council or Luminus and the Parish Council have asked for improvements to be made.  The Parish Council will try and move this forward.
Item 236
Ecops Report – The Clerk read out Ecops’ reports referring to theft of a set of wooden gates from Meadow Lane, theft of diesel from a diesel tank on Somersham Road, dwelling burglary in Warboys and also an outbuilding burglary.  A garage was broken into in Somersham and fishing tackle and gardening equipment was taken.  There have been 2 incidents of people driving off before paying for fuel.  The garages concerned do have good CCTV footage so enquiries are progressing.  Diesel has also been stolen from a vehicle parked at premises on Meadow Drove.  Two generators have been stolen from an outbuilding on Colne Road, Earith.

There has been a stolen vehicle reported in St Ives and the police are urging residents to not leave vehicles insecure and to not leave any valuables in your vehicle.

Between the dates of 6th Jan and 2nd Feb there have been 22 dwelling burglaries in the Huntingdon area.  Please keep your property safe and secure.

Rogue traders are also in the area notably offering gravel for sale and to check roofs etc. Please be aware and do not allow anyone access to your property until you have checked identities etc.

Phone scams are also prevalent and an Earith resident was contacted to say that checks would be needed on the solar panels on his roof.  The resident refused to accept this even after threats of fines and removal of the panels.  The resident made a call to the company that the caller said they worked for and this company did not deal with solar panels.  Please check validity of all callers.


A current scam reported by Action Fraud involves a call stating that you have won the lottery.  They ask you to pay a fee to release your winnings.  This is not a genuine call.  Please do not pay any money.


The police are also issuing warnings concerning cybercrime and urge you to keep passwords safe and make sure that the password contains a mixture of upper and lower case letters, numbers and symbols to make the password stronger.


Fraudsters are also targeting people by offering “work from home” as an online auction seller or administrator.  The scam involves selling desirable items for low prices and receiving money from potential buyers.  10% is then retained as “a salary” and the remaining money is sent to banks via transfers.  In most cases the items being sold do not exist and are not despatched.  The buyer will make a complaint and your bank could freeze your account as suspected fraud/money laundering and you will be liable for reimbursing the monies paid.

Item 237
County Council and District Council Reports – DC Mr Robin Carter reported that Hinchingbrooke Hospital will be handed back to the NHS at the end of March.  The hospital is still accepting patients and business will be running as usual.  Council tax has been frozen by the district council and they are hoping to carry this on until 2019/2020 if they can sustain the current budgets.  Consultations are ongoing concerning the Local Plan for 2036 and this will be the last chance that the Parish Council will have to make any comments.  The Clerk will add this to the agenda for March for full discussion.

DC Mr Robin Carter also reported that the District Council had carried out some stoning work on the car parks at Chapel Road/Darford and work is still ongoing to tidy these areas up.


DC Mr Mike Francis reported via email that the Hornbeam tree in Hereward has been looked at and as it is a healthy tree the District Council will not allow it to be cut down and removed.  The crown and branches will be reduced and this should help to stop the fallen berries from causing a problem.  This should be carried out before the end of March
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Refuse collection via the blue recycle bins was also chased up and the wagon involved did not report any technical problems but as bins can be refused to be cleared if any food waste is evident then this may well have been the cause of the problem.  If you do find that the bins are not emptied when they should be and there is not any food waste present then please report this problem immediately to the District Council by calling 01480 388 388 and asking for waste collection.  The calls can be recorded and problems looked into as they happen so that action can be taken if required.  
(Close open Meeting) 7.40pm (Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 238
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None
Item 239
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  
Miss Ann Brennan registered an interest in item 247
Item 240
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 8th January 2015

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 241
Matters arising – Agenda Item 224 – Bench install – The bench has been installed but the concrete is not stable and needs to be flattened and re-installed.  

Agenda item 226 – The person to be contacted concerning drains is Mr Brian Murdoch and not Mr Brian Ogden as stated.
Item 242
Planning – Application Ref: 1401844FUL – erection of dwelling with existing access from High Street – Land north of 89 High Street
Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that this application is approved as it will have no impact on the street scene as it is well screened by the trees.  The shared drive already exists and there will be parking for 2 cars off road.  The height of the house will be lower than the tallest Oak Tree although it does overlook no 89 High Street.  All in favour
Tree - Application Ref: 15/00125/TREE – Felling and removal of a weeping ash, removal of a limb from an ash, pollarding of two horse chestnuts – land west of 26 High Street 
Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this application is approved as the trees are overhanging the road and are becoming dangerous.  The work is needed for the health and safety of the residents.  All in favour
Item 243
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman wanted to thank Ms Hazel Lambert for her hard work in putting together the Parish News.  Adding articles into the Earith Echo is a great way of informing the residents of what is being achieved and asking for the help of the residents in keeping the village clean and tidy.  The Clerk has organised for the boiler to be serviced in the village hall and also for the emergency lights to be checked out.  The electrician and plumber are both happy to be nominated as contractors for the village hall and the Clerk will give the Caretaker, Ms Hazel Lambert and Mr Ron Hodge contact details in case any emergency work needs to be carried out.

The Chairman has also received a telephone call from a resident who is concerned with a noisy car in Meadow Lane.  The Parish Council have no jurisdiction over motoring issues, including parking problems and these matters should be reported to the police using the non-emergency number of 101
Item 244
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that Mr Brian Robins, police co-ordinator for Speedwatch attended the Road Safety meeting on the 13th January to give a demonstration showing what the police wish to achieve with Speedwatch.  The police will try and get the camera van into the village.  Speedwatch carried out 15 sessions last year and recorded 3324 vehicles with 307 being over the speed limit.
The HCV meeting was cancelled and is rescheduled for next week.
Footpaths and bridleways – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the bridleway running alongside the river, at the bottom of the bank, has been cut back and is now usable.
Allotments – no report
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – no report
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report
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Health and Safety Group – There is to be a Health and Safety Group meeting on Monday 9th February and Mrs Marilyn Russell will attend and report back at the next meeting in March. 
Saywell Charity – no report
Skate Park Update – Installation ground works are to commence on Monday 9th February 2015 with the concrete and cranes due in on Tuesday the 17th February.  These dates are weather permitting and the other contractors have all been made aware of these dates and are ready to begin work if needed.
Huntingdonshire Local Plan 2036 consultation seminar Monday 26th January 2015 – Mr Terry Rogers reported that the seminar was well attended and gave a brief resume of what was discussed.  The plan wishes to incorporate 21,000 new homes which should bring about 19,000 new jobs.  There are eight stages to the plan and 1-3 have been completed.  82 new sites have been submitted for discussion and the main points raised regarded strategy concerning Alconbury, reliance on the A14 improvements, more infrastructure will be needed to support the developments and there needs to be more protection for green sites.

The A428 will need to be dualled and there is to be a liability study re costs.  There will be no new provision for build in Earith but Somersham has 6 sites being submitted which could cause transportation issues for Earith.  There is still scope for new exception sites to be built.  There are no plans to include any new developments for gypsy and traveller sites.

The Clerk will add this as an agenda item in March for full discussion and comments to be made.

LHI bid 2015/2016 – Speed reduction measures in Meadow Lane/Meadow Drove – The Chairman reported that the new bid for speed reduction measures has been granted and a plan of what can be achieved will be put forward by County Council for approval.  Updates will be given when appropriate.
Item 245
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Chairman reported that the conifer hedge has been removed from 59 Greenfields and the Clerk is to write and thank the home owners for their help with this matter.  The conifers have been trimmed back along the pathway adjacent to 30 Greenfields and the Clerk has already contact the landlord to thank him for his help.

There are no new visits to be made at present.  The only outstanding query is with 17 School Road.
Item 246
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mrs Marilyn Russell is to carry out a further pooling survey when we have some more rain and will report any issues to the Clerk who will inform Mr Brian Murdoch.
Item 247
ECA Field – Decision to be made concerning registered interests – Miss Ann Brennan declared an interest in this item and left the room while the discussion took place. The Clerk has received an email asking the Council to confirm if the current tenant is fulfilling all the licence conditions, especially item 3a which concerns sub-letting, assign interest etc.

The Clerk contacted the current tenant about this issue and they have confirmed in writing that section 2a and 3a are fully complied with.  Item 3a was discussed at length and the Council are happy to accept the response from the tenant.  A sublet would involve a contract and money changing hands and this is not the case.  There is no livery business or part of a livery business being conducted from this field. The horses grazing in this field belong to the current licence holder.  Other horses may graze here at different times but the current tenant does not have any monetary gain from this arrangement.

The Council are fully satisfied that all aspects of the licence are being complied with.

Item 248
Grass cutting – Report to Council concerning questions raised following tenders received in January – The Clerk contacted the option 1 contractor and confirmed that strimming is included in these costs.  The Clerk accepted the quotation from contractor 1 for the Parish and District cuts but did not accept the quoted costs for HDC cuts as this was very expensive although the contractor said that if the areas had not been cut for some time then the cut would take longer which is why the cost is high. The Clerk said that other quotations will be asked for if the Parish Council required the HDC areas to be cut.
Item 249 
Council against the Council – Report updating the Council following legal advice regarding the matter – The Clerk contacted CAPALC who stated that they believed that the Council had been proactive in consulting on the matter, had held a public meeting concerning the matter, had a majority vote in favour of the project, had worked with residents in the vicinity concerning the build and on this basis commented that the Council had followed good practice, allowed the democratic process to prevail and the project should go ahead.  The Clerk will pass this response onto the Legal Department at HDC.  They also commented that private legal action could be taken concerning defamation of character and libel if needed.
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Item 250
Over 60’s use of Village Hall – Rental amount to be agreed – Query sharing of kitchen crockery – The over 60’s have requested the use of the Village Hall on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month.  The Clerk has informed them that Thursdays would be available but only after 6.30.   They would also have to miss quite a few sessions especially when there are elections, Annual Parish Meetings and Council Meetings and pantomime performances.  
The Clerk has suggested that they move their meeting day to a Tuesday which should not impact too much, only during the Panto.  They will think about this and confirm once the cost of the hire has been agreed.

Resolved – Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the rental amount should be £5.00 per hour as per other village organisations and charities.  All in favour

It was suggested that the crockery would be pooled.  The Clerk to ask Over 60’s, Day Centre and WI to see if these organisations would be happy for this happen.  Each organisation would be allocated a locked cupboard for Personal items. 

Item 251
Appointment of new Internal Auditor following the very sudden death of Mr Gerry Whitfield – The Clerk was very sad to report the sudden death of Mr Whitfield.  She attended the funeral on behalf of the Council to pay respects for his invaluable work over the last four years.  Following this news The Clerk approached several other Internal Auditors in the area (7) and they are all fully booked and cannot take on any extra work.  One Auditor in this area is able to take on new councils and the Clerk has asked him for a quotation.  His charges are based on the precept amount and equate to £50 per first visit and £30 thereafter.  He anticipates only one visit will be needed.
Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that Mr Michael Williamson should be appointed Internal Auditor for Earith Parish Council.  All in favour

Item 252
Signage on the River – Decision regarding what is needed – The Council decided that an arrow sign either end of the Island on a post would be adequate to make boat owners aware of the correct way to navigate the island.

Resolved – Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that the Chairman can arrange to have these signs made.  All in favour

Item 253
Meridian Benefice – Decision on action to be taken following the closed churchyard proposal – The Clerk requested that a decision should be made now by the Council in case the Parochial Church Council (PCC) passes their intention to close the Churchyard.  A decision to pass the responsibility onto the District Council needs to be made within three months of the decision by the PCC.

Resolved – Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the Clerk can make arrangements to pass the responsibility for the closed churchyard onto the District Council in its entirety. If the Council wish to make additional grass cuts to the churchyard, along with the help of Bluntisham Council, then these can be discussed and agreed at a later time.  All in favour

Item 254
Emergency lighting in the Village Hall – Discussion on repair and renewal – The Clerk has arranged for the emergency lights over the door ways to be renewed.  2 new lights have been fitted.  The electrician has suggested that there should really be emergency lighting installed in the three toilet areas and the Clerk would like the Council to make a decision regarding this. The cost should not be overly high as the light units cost approximately £40.  

Resolved – Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that three new emergency lights should be fitted into the toilet areas.  All in favour

Item 255
Finance – a) Payments to sign off           
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.666
	573.97
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	25.00
	
	
	

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	479.37
	2694
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 7hrs @ £7.452
	52.16
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.452
	18.63
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	70.79
	2695
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE January 2015
	
	119.60
	2696
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2697
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Bench Install Earith Causeway
	
	55.00
	2698
	Highways Act 1980, ss47, 116

	DCS Window Cleaning
	Window cleaning at Village Hall
	
	30.00
	2699
	LGA 1972, s.133

	SLCC
	Membership Renewal
	
	118.00
	2700
	LGA 1963, s.5

	White Plumbing
	Boiler Service in Village Hall
	
	72.00
	2701
	LGHA 1972, s.133
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	Tesco
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 19672, s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas
	
	112.53
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	0.00
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for January 2015 
	
	1,169.79
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour.
Item 256
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

The Clerk has received an email from Bluntisham PC asking if we would like to join in with their end of WW2 celebrations to be held on 15th August 2015.  The Council discussed this and do not wish to join forces but are happy to promote the event in the Earith Echo and on our Noticeboards.
The Clerk has received a letter from a resident living in Adelaide Walk who is concerned with the parked vehicle on Cooks Drove.  Vehicles can park on any road that does not have parking restrictions on it.  The Parish Council do not have any jurisdiction over parking issues and the Clerk is to respond urging the resident to contact the police on 101 and the Highways Department at HDC.

The Chairman has received a letter from a resident who is concerned about the grass area in front of 146 Greenfields being driven over by works vehicles whilst the extension is being carried out.  The Chairman has spoken to the home owner who will ensure that the contractors do not drive over the grass.  The home owner is also concerned about this so they will not allow any damage to be carried out.


The Clerk has received an email from a resident on the High Street who is looking into redecorating the outside of their house.  They will need to check with the Planning Department to see if planning will be needed.

The Clerk has also received an email requesting home ownership details of a house on the High Street that needs renovating.  The Clerk will respond to say that this information cannot be given out due to confidentiality and data protection.


The Clerk has been asked to report a fault with a street light in Colne Road.  There is an email address and telephone details for contact to be made directly with the contractor Balfour Beatty.  The email is enquiries@lightingcambridgeshire.com and the telephone number is 0800 7838 247.  The lighting columns should all have number stickers on them so that they can be identified.


The Clerk has received a letter from HDC confirming the amount of the precept and the Band D charge to cover the cost of the precept for this area is £74.96

Item 257
Items for Future Meetings – Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Parish Plan, H&S Risk assessments, CRB changes to be discussed, re-instatement of paving area outside the Village Hall, signage at High Bridge,  River Island




   
Date of next Council Meeting –Thursday 5th March 2015





Date of the Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 30th April 2015






Date of the Election at the Village Hall – Thursday 7th May 2015





Date of the Parish Council Annual Meeting – Thursday 14th May 2015

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted





Date of notice – 21st February 2015
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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