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Earith Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday the 5th March 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Keith Hudson




Ms Hazel Lambert



Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Jeff Nicholls  
Mrs Jenny Lloyd    




Mr Terry Rogers
Mrs Marilyn Russell 











            
PCSO Mr Phil Davies




CC Mr Steve Criswell
Six members of the public    



Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 258
Apologies for absence - Mr Ron Hodge, Mr James Woolstenholmes, DC Mr Mike Francis, and DC Mr Robin Carter
Item 259
Open Forum – Members of the public spoke regarding the planning application discussed at last month’s meeting concerning 89 High Street.  They urged the Council to reconsider the application and to provide extra comments.  

The Speedwatch volunteer reported that they do want to continue with Speedwatch in Earith if the Council are happy to support them, possibly by sending letters to the Haulage Companies.  Speedwatch will be added to the April Agenda for discussion.
Item 260
Ecops Report – PCSO Mr Phil Davies reported that there has been some vehicle damage in Bridge End and a speaker stolen from a car in Hereward.  There has also been an incident of ram raiding at the Hansons Quarry and an increase in police presence in the village will take place.
Item 261
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that the County Council budgets have now all been set.  The street lights in the area will be turned off at midnight and back on again around 6am to save energy from April onwards.  He urged the Parish Council to try and raise awareness of Localism in the area and to look at supporting time banking etc.  The Chairman asked him to speak to the Highways Department concerning repairs to the Chatteris Road.  The Council are very concerned that the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway has not been included in the repair schedules submitted for the next two years.  Councillor Criswell wants to extend the cycleway project to include Earith so this would mean that the pathway would be upgraded.  He will try and add this onto the cycleway project.

DC Mr Mike Francis reported via email that he had requested further work to be carried out to the tree in Hereward and that the District Council would be looking at this again in the next few weeks.
(Close open Meeting) 7.55pm (Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 262
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None
Item 263
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  
Miss Ann Brennan registered an interest in item 266 – planning at 9 Chapel Road
Item 264
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 5th February 2015

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 265
Matters arising – None
Item 266
Planning – Application Ref: 15/00113/FUL – single storey extension – 9 Chapel Road
Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this application is approved as it is not seen from the road, it is a single storey extension and does not affect the neighbours, it is not blocking light and the Council do not have any reasons to object.  All in favour
Planning - Application Ref: 15/00040/FUL – Erection of a second storey extension above existing single storey to the rear of the property– 9 High Street.
Resolved – Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that this application is approved as it does not overlook other houses and cannot be seen from the road and we understand that pre planning advice has already been given.  It will not change the street scene or the foot print of the site and therefore the Council do not see any reason to object.  All in favour
Item 267
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman has not yet had a chance to meet with the sign writers regarding signs at High Bridge, the River Island and the Skate Park.  She will endeavour to sort this out soon.  
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The Clerk has election nomination paperwork to hand out and the Chairman urged all Councillors to fill out the paperwork and return it, by hand, before 4pm on the 9th April if they wish to stand for election in May.  Election notices will be posted on the noticeboards from the 23rd March.
Item 268
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that there has not been a Road Safety meeting and the HCV meeting primarily discussed traffic monitoring and a full report will be given at the April meeting when the minutes of the HCV meeting have been published.
Footpaths and bridleways – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the permissive bridleway across the Earith Pits has still not been opened as the Environment Agency are not happy with the inert waste that is being used to make up the reservoirs.  Until the Environment Agency approves the material to be used then the Rights of Way team cannot do anything to request that the bridleway is opened.
Allotments – no report
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – no report
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report
Health and Wellbeing Group – Mrs Marilyn Russell reported that the group meeting was very positive and that she is happy to approach the co-ordinator for further information.  The Council would like her to pursue this.
Saywell Charity – The Chairman reported that the Clerk had sent a letter thanking the Charity for the bench.  The Charity is now looking to install water into the Churchyard.
Skate Park Update – The Chairman reported that the skate park site has now been finished and is due to be signed off.  The pathway, seating, litter bins and fencing are still to be finished and the official opening is planned for the 28th March at 10.30am.

Planning Committee Meeting – 26th February update – land at Bridge Farm – Mr Terry Rogers reported both he and CC Mr Steve Criswell made applications to reject the proposed development at Bridge Farm but sadly they were overturned by the County Council.  There are to be 64 lorry movements (32 in and 32 out) all via George Corner as the need for reservoirs has been proven.
Item 269
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls are to visit a house in Bridge End concerning an overgrown hedge
Item 270
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Mrs Marilyn Russell is to carry out a further pooling survey when we have some more rain and will report any issues to the Clerk who will inform Mr Brian Murdoch.
Item 271
Huntingdonshire Local Plan 2036 – Discussion and comments to be made – There will be an overall impact on Earith via the Local Plan even though no development has been scheduled in the village.  The Road infrastructure is not good enough to cope with the increased traffic which will result in the proposed developments around the village.  The school provision is not good enough to cope with added development and availability of services in this area will not withstand the extra build.  The A1123 is always utilised whenever there are problems with the A14 and the Local Plan has not allowed for any new infrastructure on the A1123 to cope with these added pressures.  The Chairman is to draft a reply with the Clerk.
Item 272
Transport Delivery Plan 2015 - 2018 – Discussion and comments to be made –Due to the Earith Causeway being taken off the schedule of repair this will be added to the agenda in April for further discussion.  Please see comments from Mr Criswell in item 261.
Item 273 
Local Council Award Scheme – Discussion re taking part in the scheme – comments to be made - The Clerk explained the scheme to the Council and it was decided that the Council did not want to take part at this time.

Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded.  All in favour
Item 274
Sharing of kitchen crockery at the Village Hall – update report – The over 60’s do not have any crockery and will be happy to share the items available if they decide to move to the Hall in April.  The WI and the Day Centre are happy to share their items and the cupboards will be unlocked and available for use when needed.  One cupboard will be retained by each organisation for the storing of consumables.
Item 275
Request from Huntingdon Association for Community Transport HACT for a donation – The Charity enables transport to be provided for users who need to travel but have no access to transport themselves.  There are currently 5 users in Earith.
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Resolved – Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that a donation of £100 will be made.  All in favour

Item 276
CRB checks – changes to be noted – The CRB certificate has now been replaced by the DBS Certificate but any old CRB certificates are still valid.  Any new Council employees will need to undergo a DBS check.
Item 277
Student request to use the missing duck story as a topic for their dissertation – Comments to be made - The Clerk has received a request from a student as above.  The Council have no further comments to make regarding this issue and as the information is in the public domain the student can choose to use the information already available if they want to but no further information will be given.
Item 278
Parish Council Insurance update – cost of MUGA pitch to be discussed -The Clerk has been reviewing the insurance provisions now that the skate park has been installed and the MUGA Pitch appears to be under provided for.  The Clerk has requested that a cost of £40,000 is used as a basis for the renewal cost of a MUGA Pitch if the current one became unusable.  The Council confirmed that this figure should be used.
Item 279
Finance – a) Payments to sign off    
                                            b) Building Society Interest Update       
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.666
	573.97
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	25.00
	
	
	

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	479.37
	2702
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 5.5hrs @ £7.452
	40.99
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.452
	18.63
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	59.62
	2703
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE February 2015
	
	119.60
	2704
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2705
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Bench Install Earith Causeway
	
	125.00
	2706
	Highways Act 1980, ss47, 116

	Earith Echo
	Earith Echo Issue no 35
	
	220.00
	2707
	LGA 1972, s.133

	CCC
	Street Lighting Oct 13 – Sept 14
	
	366.84
	2708
	PCA 1957, s.133

	Zurich Municipal
	Skate Park addendum Insurance
	
	88.29
	2709
	PHA 1936, s.87

	Tesco
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 19672, s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas
	
	180.97
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	51.59
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for February 2015 
	
	1,803.78
	
	


a) Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour.  Mr Spackman asked the Clerk to check if the street lights that we pay for will be turned off at midnight.
b) The Clerk reported that the interest from the Building Society Account was £1,194.93

Item 280
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

An anonymous letter was posted into the post box on the side of the Village Hall to complain about rubbish along the road side between the two bridges at the entrance to the village from Willingham.  A rubbish bin is sited at High Bridge and can be accessed easily.  The Clerk will write to the Highways Department to ask them to clear the litter in this area.

The Clerk has received an email from a resident who is concerned that the grass verges will be damaged due to the extension work being carried out at 146 Greenfields.  Comments noted by the Council.

Item 281
Items for Future Meetings – Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Parish Plan, H&S Risk assessments, re-instatement of paving area outside the Village Hall, River Island
Meeting Dates 2015  – Council Meeting Thursday 2nd April,  Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 30th April, Election at the Village Hall – Thursday 7th May, Parish Council Annual Meeting – Thursday 14th May 
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 - email mpinkearithpc@aol.com  - www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
These minutes are unadopted





Date of notice – 21st March 2015
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