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Earith Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday the 2nd April 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)


Mr Keith Hudson




Ms Hazel Lambert



Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Jeff Nicholls  
Mrs Jenny Lloyd    




Mr Terry Rogers
Mrs Marilyn Russell 




Mr Ron Hodge






            
DC Mr Robin Carter, DC Mr Michael Francis, CC Mr Steve Criswell
Christine Steele from BP Housing Association and Paul Dunthorne from The Design Partnership

Four members of the public    



Mandy Pink – Clerk
Item 1
Apologies for absence - Mr James Woolstenholmes
Item 2
Open Forum – Two members of the public spoke regarding the installation of bollards along Chapel Lane.  The Chairman pointed out the bollards are part of a local highways initiative programme of improvements and they were installed to help alleviate damage to the grass verges in the one way area of Chapel Lane. The Clerk will contact the Highways Department to ask if the bollards can be changed to a more pleasing aesthetic.

The Speedwatch volunteer reported that movements are being made to ensure that Speedwatch is back up and running in Earith soon.
Item 3
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there have been a series of dwelling burglaries in Earith and the entire Huntingdonshire area and the Police will be making extra patrols to increase their visible presence.  They are making this a priority.
Item 4
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that he is still to meet up with Mrs Marilyn Russell to discuss the Health and Well Being Group and he is happy to work with the Parish Council to reinstate the Parish Plan if village volunteers cannot be raised.  The switching off of the street lights has yet to happen in Earith.  All homeowners will be notified when this cost saving is to commence.

DC Mr Robin Carter is to arrange a meeting with Mr Terry Rogers to discuss the Edwards Walk/Darford car parking areas.  HDC have frozen the Council Tax for this financial year.

DC Mr Mike Francis commented that things are quiet at HDC at the moment with nothing major to report.
(Close open Meeting) 8.15pm (Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 5
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. None
Item 6
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  
Miss Ann Brennan registered an interest in item 18 – HDC land at Hermitage Road
The Chairman asked the Council to agree that item 18 could be moved forward on the agenda (All in favour)

Item 18
HDC land at Hermitage Road – sketch plan to be discussed and request for public meeting to be considered – Christine Steele from BPHA commented that they had been approached by HDC further to the housing needs survey that was undertaken in March 2013 which highlighted that there are approximately 12 people that are connected to Earith on the current waiting list for council accommodation and the site at Hermitage Road was highlighted as a possible rural exception site for development.  Developments such as this are permitted to make accommodation only for people that are from or connected to Earith.  Mr Paul Dunthorne stressed that the sketches available today are not the final designs as the final designs will only be made once a public consultation has been arranged. A public meeting is requested so that this development can hopefully move forward onto the planning stage once the designs have been commented on and approved.  It was agreed by Council that a public meeting should be held between 3-7pm on Thursday the 30th April 2015 as this is also the day of the Annual Parish Meeting which commences at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. A letter drop by BPHA would be organised to inform all residents of this meeting.
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Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the meeting should take place on Thursday the 30th April from 3-7pm.  All in favour
Item 7
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 5th March 2015

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.

To sign minutes of Extra Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on – 24th February 2015


Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.


To sign minutes of Extra Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on – 16th March 2015


Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Ms Hazel Lambert seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.

Item 8
Matters arising from all above meetings– None
Item 9
Planning – Application Ref: 1402085LBC – Alterations to form en suite 52-54 High Street Earith
Resolved – Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that this application is approved as it is an internal adaption and does not change the outside of the property other than the installation of a flue pipe.  All in favour
Item 10
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman had no major points to report and she thanked all the Councillors for their extra attendance in February and March.  She also wanted to thank Ms Hazel Lambert for her commitment and enthusiasm that she has shown to the Council during her period of office as she has decided to not stand for election this year.

 Mr Ron Hodge has also decided to stand down as a Councillor.  The Chairman wished to thank Mr Hodge for his long period of service to the Council.  He has served the village well and his enthusiasm and vast pool of knowledge will be very sadly missed by the Council.  Mr Hodge was co-opted onto the Council in 1987.
Both Mr Hodge and Ms Lambert wished to carry on their village tasks of looking after the pond and the allotments.

Resolved – Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that Mr Hodge should be able to carry on looking after the allotment site in conjunction with the Clerk.  All in favour
Resolved – Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that Mr Hodge and Ms Lambert should be able to carry on looking after the pond in conjunction with the Clerk.  All in favour
Item 11
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the Road Safety Meeting highlighted the problems with the traffic lights in Houghton and they also discussed Speedwatch.
Footpaths and bridleways – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the permissive bridleway across Colne Fen has still not been opened as the Environment Agency are not happy with the inert waste that is being used to make up the reservoirs.  Until the Environment Agency approves the material to be used then the Rights of Way team cannot do anything to request that the bridleway is opened.
Allotments – Mr Terry Rogers reported that he had carried out a site visit to investigate the flooding issues at the allotments and he has identified a problem with the dyke that runs along the back of the site.  The dyke is very badly blocked up and needs cleaning out. The Handyman will carry out an assessment of the work needed and will report to the Council for action.
Village Pond – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that 2 wild ducks are currently nesting at the pond
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – no report
Hanson update – Mr Ron Hodge reported that the car park for the wetlands along Willingham Road is still possibly three years from completion.  A road use survey has been carried out and highlighted the major road usage in this area.  The Hanson excavation work is now running at full capacity.  The footpath between the two Earith Bridges is still being discussed with the RSPB and the Heritage Department.
Skeeles update – no report
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report
Health and Wellbeing Group – no report
Saywell Charity – no report
Skate Park Update – The Chairman reported that the open day went well and was very well attended.  There are still a few more signs to be erected in the park.  Two areas for discussion have been highlighted.
Area 1 – Fencing – the wooden fence along the back of the skate park that is to be erected to help with noise absorption and security has been delayed as the homeowner has queries concerning the maintenance of his own fence.  The homeowner has suggested that he remove his fence and that the skate park fence is then built along the boundary of his property and the recreation field and he would 
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take over the maintenance of this fence as his own.  The Parish Council stated that the contractor would be Earith Timber Products and a time frame would be applied.
Resolved – Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that this is accepted.  All in favour
Area 2 – Gate – Several residents have asked for a further gate to be added to the metal fencing along the side facing the pavilion.  This will allow people approaching the skate park from the car parking area to have easier access than walking around the MUGA pitch as is needed at present.  The original placing of the gate was planned so that there would only be one entry and exit point for the security of younger park users.  Parents could allow their children to play in the knowledge that only one exit point would be in use.  A quotation will be requested from the original contractor who installed the fence, so that products would match, for an additional 5 foot wide gate.
Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that a quotation should be requested from ETP for a further gate.  All in favour

Earith Drawmark Meeting – Monday 16th March 2015 – Ms Hazel Lambert reported that the drawmark is the height of the water level that determines when the sluice gates are opened.  The level has been set by statute since 1932.  Several different height models were discussed but as the height level difference was negligible in most cases it was decided to leave the level as set.  Other factors are still to be looked at such as the river bed levels.
Item 12
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls are to visit a house in Bridge End concerning vegetation which is hanging over the brick wall.  The Clerk is to issue a follow up letter to School Road.
Item 13
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – no report made.
Item 14
Risk Assessments including Health and Safety review of procedures – The Clerk tabled a risk assessment summary for the Councils approval which highlighted areas such as finance and liability.  This will be monitored and reviewed bi-annually once in October before the precept is set and once again in April before the annual return is finalised.

Visual checks of equipment and village sites are already being carried out and any problems are reported in the representatives’ reports each month and action is taken as needed.

Resolved – Ms Hazel Lambert proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the Risk Assessment summary should be adopted by the Council as a working document and it should be reviewed as stated above.  All in favour
Item 15
Transport Delivery Plan 2015 - 2018 – Discussion and comments to be made –The Council are disappointed that the Earith Causeway has been taken off the Highways maintenance schedule and that it is not highlighted in the Transport Delivery plan.  The Earith Causeway does need some maintenance work to be carried out and the Clerk has registered an interest with the Community Work Placement Scheme in the hope that a work placement worker will be allocated to Earith for work to be done on the Causeway.  If we are unsuccessful in our bid to secure a CWP worker then this will be added to the agenda for quotations to be requested for maintenance work to the Causeway and to be financed by the Council.
Item 16 
Speedwatch – Review of new procedures – All correspondence concerning Speedwatch needs to be channelled through the CSW Coordinator Mr Brian Robins.  Letters have never been sent to leased vehicle owners as there is no prosecution element with CSW and it is costly to pursue drivers who operate lease vehicles.  Persistent offenders are being targeted and approached by the Special Constabulary and the Roads Policing Unit which is proving to be a more cost effective approach than sending letters.  Training of the Speedwatch volunteers is being arranged and it is hoped that the Speedwatch teams will be up and running again in Earith shortly.
Item 17
Neighbourhood Development Plan – email request from Bluntisham PC regarding a joint plan – The Clerk has received an email to see if Earith would like to join with Bluntisham and Needingworth in obtaining more information regarding the effectiveness of a Neighbourhood Plan.  The Council are happy to have a joint meeting with both of the above mentioned Councils to gather information about Neighbourhood plans so that a better understanding can be gained.  Earith however needs to focus on its own Parish Plan at the present time.  The Clerk is to respond.
Item 18
HDC land at Hermitage Road – agenda item moved - please see notes before item 7

Item 19
Request from MagPas for a donation – The Charity provides air ambulance and first responder services to Cambridgeshire.  Several residents from Earith have benefitted from this service.
Resolved – Mrs Marilyn Russell proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that a donation of £100 will be made.  All in favour
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Item 20
Finance – a) Payments to sign off    
                                           b) Transfer letter to Lloyds Bank re Grant Money £68,000 to be signed   


    c) Village Hall Rates charge for 2015-2016 - £828.00 with small business relief of £828.00   
                                                Total to pay £0.00
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.666
	573.97
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	25.00
	
	
	

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	479.37
	2710
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 7hrs @ £7.452
	52.16
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.452
	18.63
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	70.79
	2711
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE March 2015
	
	119.60
	2712
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2713
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Seating and Litter Bin install Recreation Field
	
	390.00
	2714
	OSA 1906, ss.9&10

	DCS Window Cleaning Services
	Village Hall window cleaning
	
	13.00
	2715
	LGA 1972, s.133

	JW Electrical
	Emergency Lights Village Hall
	
	316.80
	2716
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Greenham Bunzl
	Village Hall cleaning products
	
	209.09
	2717
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Earith Timber Products
	Skate park metal fencing
	
	5224.80
	2718
	OSA 1906, ss.9&10

	Earith Timber Products
	Skate park wooden fencing
	
	1680.00
	2719
	OSA 1906, ss.9&10

	Whitehill Direct Ltd
	2 benches, 2 pic nic tables, 5 bins
	
	4020.00
	2720
	OSA 1906, ss.9&10

	HAGS-SMP Ltd
	Skate park installation
	
	65760.00
	2721
	OSA 1906, ss.9&10

	SKG Surfacing
	Tarmac Pathway at Recreation Field
	
	7500.00
	2722
	OSA 1906, ss.9&10

	Pound stretcher
	Rubbish bags and padlocks
	
	10.56
	Debit card
	OSA 1906, ss.9&10

	Cambridge Water
	Village Hall Water Rates
	
	40.02
	2723
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Tesco
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 19672, s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas
	
	157.64
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	27.42
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for March 2015 
	
	86,131.59
	
	


a) Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the payments are to be signed off – All in favour. 
b) Mr Ron Hodge proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that the transfer letter is signed – All in favour

c) Village Hall Rates value of £0.00 noted

Item 21
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file


The Clerk has received an email from a resident who is concerned that there are still some vacant lamp posts in the village – The Clerk and Mr Jeff Nicholls will organise a village walk around to make notes on any remaining snagging issues regarding street lighting.
Item 22
Items for Future Meetings – Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, Parish Plan, re-instatement of paving area outside the Village Hall, River Island
Meeting Dates 2015 
Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 30th April, 
Election at the Village Hall – Thursday 7th May, 
Parish Council Annual Meeting – Thursday 14th May 
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 - email mpinkearithpc@aol.com  - www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
These minutes are unadopted





Date of notice – 11th April 2015
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