Earith Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
Held on Thursday 30th April 2015    
Present

Councillors
Mrs Julie Seamark – Chairman

Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)
Mr Terry Rogers



Mr Jeff Nicholls
Mr James Woolstenholmes


Mr Alan Spackman
Mrs Marilyn Russell

Public
Naomi Astle – WI Chairman
Mrs Broughton – Earith Day Centre
Ms Hazel Lambert – Skeeles and Rectors Hall

6 members of the public



Mrs Mandy Pink – Parish Clerk
Apologies for Absence – DC Mr Robin Carter, CC Mr Steve Criswell, Mrs Jenny Lloyd, Mr Keith Hudson,  Mr Ian Smith – Earith Town Estate
Item 1
Chairmans Report – Mrs Julie Seamark thanked everyone for attending and also thanked all the Councillors and the Clerk for their commitment over the year.  Earith has seen some major changes this year which include:-

Installation of a new skate park, new play equipment, WW1 commemoration tree and tree guard

Minor Highways Improvement Bid – Improvements to signage and road markings along the one way section of Chapel Road will be completed this year following the successful bid put forward by the Clerk in 2014.


Minor Highways Improvement Bid for 2015 has also been approved and this will result in speed reduction measures being installed along Meadow Lane.  To date the Council has not received any plans/proposals from the County Council Highways Department on what they consider can be achieved in this area.


During the last 12 months the village has had 2 electrical recycling collections which have proved successful and will be organising more.

The Council are very disappointed that the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway maintenance has been removed from the County Council Highways budget for this year but the County and District Councillors hope that this path will be addressed when the Bluntisham to Needingworth footpath is completed.  The path is in a terrible state of repair and the Parish Council will look to make some possible improvements during the year.


Over the last 6 months the Council have requested, via the Earith Echo, for residents to volunteer to help update the Parish Plan but unfortunately we have received very few replies and are still trying to establish a team who are happy to carry out this task.


The County Council have informed the Parish Council that the street lighting will be switched off from midnight until the morning to help with cost cutting measures.  We are unsure when this will go ahead.  Lights will remain switched on along the main traffic routes.  All residents will be informed by the County Council when this will come into force.


Prior to the Parish meeting this evening a consultation event was held in the Village Hall regarding the proposed plans for rural exception housing to be built on the District Council land at the bottom of Hermitage.  Further details concerning this consultation will be reported in future Parish Council meetings.

The Chairman wished to thank Mr Rob Sheriff who resigned from the Council last year due to work commitments and also Mr Terry Rogers who was co-opted onto the Council as his replacement.


Lastly, Ms Hazel Lambert and Mr Ron Hodge have both decided not to stand for election this year.  The Council would like to thank Hazel for her commitment and enthusiasm during her term in office.  Special thanks go to Mr Ron Hodge who has served the Council for over 28 years, his village knowledge and commitment will be sorely missed at the monthly meetings.


Overall the Parish Council have had another pleasant and successful year.

Item 2
Police Report – No report given
Item 3
School Governors Report – No report given
Item 4
Reports from Parish Charities – Reports were given from:

Skeeles Education Charity no 311817 by Ms Hazel Lambert – Ms Lambert reported that Skeeles is an educational charity which has been able to provide several grants this year.  Several grants have been given to students studying a vast range of subjects and the school cooking club also benefitted.

Earith Town Estate – No report given

Rectors Hall Earith by Ms Hazel Lambert – Ms Lambert reported that the last part of the refurbishment has now been completed and an outdoor storage area has been added. The Hall can be hired for private events and contact details can be obtained from the Clerk.


Earith Day Centre by Mrs Broughton – The Earith Day Centre has just celebrated its 25th year of continuous service to the village.  We are very grateful to the Parish Council for their support as we do not get any grant help at all now.  Freshly cooked meals are provided by the Lounge Café who deliver them at 12 noon and we return the tins and pay the bill later.  We had a worrying time in September when our transport organisation, provided by Soham and District, informed us that they were disbanding but a new contract was given to HACT and the drivers are superb.

Samuel Saywell Church Causeway Charity by Mrs Julie Seamark – trustee - This charity consists of a Trust set up many years ago under the will of the former Rector of Bluntisham cum Earith, the Rev.d Samuel Saywell.  He left some land in Earith which is rented out and the rent was to be used for the maintenance of the church causeways of the Parish of Bluntisham cum Earith.  These responsibilities passed to the local authorities some years ago and following the advice of the Charity Commission in 1997 the previous trustees agreed new objects of the Charity which are:

The income of the charity shall be applied for charitable purposes for the general benefit of the inhabitants of Bluntisham and Earith.


Over the past year the charity has provided funds for a new bench in both Earith and Bluntisham.

Item 5
Reports from Parish Organizations -  Reports were given from:


Earith WI by Naomi Astle - President – The WI was formed in August 1920 and currently has 44 members ranging in age from their late 20s to their early 90s. Transport can be arranged if you wish to participate in the monthly meetings. A variety of events and talks have taken place this year including what it is like to volunteer in disaster zones.  The Christmas trip to Wicksteed Park was very entertaining and the annual strawberry tea was a great success. The WI will be supporting the Pidley Mountain Rescue charity this year. Fund raising is also continuing for ACWW a worldwide charity working with women to better theirs and their children’s lives. All ladies are welcome for a free taster meeting to encourage membership. More details can be found on the facebook page.

Players of Earith (POEs) - Miss Ann Brennan reported that POE’s have vacancies and welcome any new members to help with the Christmas production. 
The Earith Echo also provides Parish news and articles of interest to all and has also won two awards for its content and production.
Item 6 
Questions from the Floor – The traffic calming measures in Meadow Lane were discussed and as yet the Parish Council do not have any firm plans but this is an ongoing initiative which will be in place as soon as possible. Updates will be given at future Council meetings. The letting of the Parish field was also queried as the January minutes only gave a brief report.  


The Parish Plan was discussed and it is hoped that residents from the village will develop an updated plan in the near future.
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Clerk – Mrs Mandy Pink – 30th April 2015
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