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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 14th May 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mr Alan Spackman




Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr Jeff Nicholls
Mr Terry Rogers






2 members of the public 



Mandy Pink – Clerk

The Present Chairman opens the meeting and welcomes the Councillors, members of the public and then invites nominations for the new Chairman

Item 23
Election of Chairman – The Vote takes place - Nominations received for Mrs Julie Seamark to remain as Chairman

Proposed Mr Alan Spackman and seconded by Mrs Jenny Lloyd.  Resolved – All in Favour


The New Chairman takes the Chair

Item 24
Apologies for absence – Mrs Marilyn Russell, Mr John Fulcher, CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Robin Carter, DC Mr Mike Francis
Item 25
Election of Vice Chairman – The Vote takes place – Nominations received for Miss Ann Brennan to remain as Vice Chairman


Proposed by Mr Jeff Nicholls and seconded by Mr Terry Rogers.  Resolved – All in Favour
Item 26
Appointment of Council Representatives – This agenda item is to be moved to the June meeting as not all Councillors are present.  Mr Alan Spackman will not be present at the June meeting but he would like to keep his current responsibilities during this new term of office.

Councillors to sign their acceptance forms and Financial Interests (2015) – Mr James Woolstenholmes did not attend the meeting nor send apologies and as such has not accepted his office.  He will therefore no longer remain a Councillor for Earith Parish Council unless he requests to be co-opted back on.
Open Meeting
Item 27
Open Forum – A member of the public spoke in favour of the planning application ref 1401844FUL for land north of 89 High Street to be discussed at agenda item 34.

A member of the public requested that more information is added to requests by the Council for help by the public so that a more informed choice could be made regarding the volunteering of help, particularly with regard to the Parish Plan.


The proposed rural exception development at Hermitage Road was also queried as the information given at the public meeting appeared to be a bit clouded.  The Clerk is to contact BPHA regarding a definition of the eligibility rules relating to this development.


Hermitage Road is also in need of repairs and the Clerk will contact Highways regarding this issue.
Item 28
Ecops Report – The Clerk confirmed that there are still a large number of dwelling burglaries in the area.  Sheds and allotments are also being targeted.  Disturbances via vehicles at the playing fields in Overcote Lane have been experienced and the driver concerned has been spoken to.  Tin cans and targets have been removed from the Mill Fields car park in Bluntisham and Nitrous Oxide cannisters have been removed from Overcote Lane Needingworth.  The police have also noticed a rise in inconsiderate parking near to the Needingworth School and St Helens school in Bluntisham.
Item 29
County Council and District Council Reports – no updates to report due to the election this year.  CC Mr Steve Criswell has responded to the letter received concerning the Earith to Bluntisham Causeway.
(Close open Meeting)
(Open closed section of Meeting)
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Item 30
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. All Councillors signed their dispensation requests to discuss financial matters over their new term of office.  All dispensations granted by the Clerk.
Item 31
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 32
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 2nd April 2015

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the minutes should be signed.   Resolved - All in favour.
Item 33
Matters arising – Item 11 – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that the item should read Houghton Road, St Ives and not Houghton.
Item 34
Planning – Application Reference – 1401844FUL – Erection of dwelling and demolition of a section of the existing boundary wall to widen the existing access from High Street AMENDED DESCRIPTION - Land North of 89 High Street.  The Council discussed the comments raised in the open forum and agreed that the safety and structure of the wall was already a concern.  They noted that curved walls are evident on other properties in the area and this would then be in keeping with the street scene.  An increased visual display is needed for safety reasons and it is the Councils understanding from previous applications that Highways have already endorsed this amended design for the wall.

Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this application should be accepted.


Resolved – All in favour – (unanimous vote)


Application Reference – 15/00413/FUL – Proposed single storey rear extensions, new first floor window and removal of existing single garage and car port and replacement with 3 bay carport and storey and a half “granny annexe” – 92 High Street.  Site visits have been carried out by Councillors and the plot is considered to be large enough for this development.  There will be no change to the street scene as all the changes are to the rear curtilage.  The new proposed development will improve the appearance of the current dwelling.  The garden slopes to the river so drainage should not be a problem.


Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that this application is accepted.


Resolved – All in favour


Application Reference – 15/00593/LBC – Repair to gable brick parapet copings with proposal to overclad with lead capping, localised repair to defective render finishes at high level – The Moorings, 60 High Street. These changes are needed for safety reasons and they will not change the street scene.


Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this application is accepted.


Resolved – All in favour


Application Reference – 15/00694/PMBPA – Change of use to residential from agricultural buildings north west of Briar Lodge, Colne Road, Earith.  The Council discussed this application and decided that they did not have enough information to enable them to support the application.  They did not know what the change was needed for.  This address is also outside of the building footprint for Earith Village.


Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that this application is rejected.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 35
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that Mr Ron Hodge had sent a thank you card and message to the Council for their generous leaving present of garden vouchers.  An anonymous letter had also been received from a Meadow Way resident who is not in favour of the rural exception housing development in Hermitage Road.  The Clerk is to scan this letter and send it to BPHA.

A village resident has tripped on the entrance roadway to the Village Hall car park and the Clerk is to contact HDC regarding this.  Mr Brian Ogden is also to be contacted as it is felt that the raised brickwork is due to the tree roots at the Village Hall.  The Clerk is to ask the Handyman to relay the portion of raised brickwork in the roadway with a view to relaying the block paved area outside the Hall if this repair proves to be successful.
Item 36
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls attended a Road Safety meeting and Speedwatch was discussed.  Mr Brian Robbins has advised the Clerk not to engage in correspondence with Mr David McCandless
Rights of Way – no report
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Allotments – no report
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – no report
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report

Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Health and Wellbeing Group – no report

Saywell Charity – no report

Skate Park – The Clerk has received a quotation for an additional 5ft gate (£490) to be added to the metal fence work at the Skate Park so that visitors from the High Street end of the village can easily access the park without walking to the gate at the pedestrian access.


Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that this should be accepted.



Resolved – All in favour



Mr Alan Spackman has been cutting the grass in this area but he feels that a regular weekly cut (and 



strim) is needed.  The Handyman is to provide a quote for regular cutting of the grass and strimming 



when needed so that this area is well maintained and looked after.  The Handyman is also to provide 



a weekly visual check on the equipment and is to maintain the grassed areas of the skate park when 

needed.  The Clerk is to email the quote to the Council for consideration and if it is satisfactory the work can be started immediately.
Item 37
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls visited the cottage at Bridge End and asked the homeowner to maintain their hedge.  They agreed to carry out maintenance.  A hedge in Vermuyden also needs to be looked at.
Item 38
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – no report
Item 39
Consultation event – planning list validation – The proposed changes were discussed by the Council and the Clerk is to report back comments stating that the Council have no objections to the changes and that the additions are needed.

Item 40
LHI Scheme, Chapel Road – complaint regarding bollards to be discussed – letter received from resident – The Council discussed this matter at length and advised the Clerk to thank the resident for their concerns and to inform them that the conclusion to the discussion was that the bollards will remain and that the Parish Council accepted the proposed LHI scheme under the guidance of the District Council.
Item 41
Earith to Bluntisham Causeway – response to letter received re repairs and maintenance to be discussed – CC Mr Steve Criswell has responded to this resident and he is trying to obtain funding to allow this area to be incorporated into the current cycle path improvements in the area.  The Parish Council give their full support to CC Mr Criswell in his attempts to move this forward.  This item is regularly discussed at Council and other comments can be found in previous minutes.
Item 42
Council Insurance Renewal – The Clerk has checked that all new additions have been made to the insurance as detailed in previous minutes and is happy that all items are now covered.  The premium has increased to £1817.93 due to the additions made but is still within budget.  The Council agreed to accept the changes to the premium.

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded to accept this proposal.

Resolved – All in favour
Item 43
Annual End of Year Return to be finalised and signed – The Clerk reported the year end figures and gave an update on the current CIL and Grant funding and the bank account balances.  A copy of the final monthly spend versus budget report was also tabled.

Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the figures were correct and that the Chairman should sign the return.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 44
Internal Auditor report to be noted – The Clerk reviewed the Internal Auditor report which highlighted the need to continue with the current improvements to the risk assessments and health and safety paperwork that the Council are incorporating.  The Clerk is to attend a course concerning Health and Safety measures to help with this task.  All other areas were classed as satisfactory and did not need changing.  The new Auditor, Mr Michael Williamson was pleased with the current procedures and felt happy that the Council was correctly administered.  He agreed with the 
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conclusions made by the late Auditor, Mr Gerry Whitfield, that the Clerk was acting correctly and providing the Council with excellent advice and was ensuring that the Council was up to date with current legislation.  Her CILCA qualification was commended.

Mr Terry Rogers asked for a vote of thanks to the Clerk to be minuted
Item 45
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.666
	573.97
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	One off consolidated payment – national payrise
	   4.72
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	483.09
	2724
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 6.5 @ £7.452
	48.44
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.452
	18.63
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	53.67
	2725
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE April 2015
	
	134.00
	2726
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2727
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Tree Maintenance River Island
	
	290.00
	2728
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Mr Ron Hodge
	Pond Maintenance
	
	8.00
	2729
	PHA 1936, s.4

	Fergusons
	Reinstatement work recreation field
	
	432.00
	2730
	OSA 1906, 3.10

	Earith Echo
	Earith Echo issue no 36
	
	220.00
	2731
	LGA 1972, s.133

	EON
	Street Lighting Charge
	
	20.52
	2732
	PCA 1957, s.3

	Zurich Municipal
	Annual Insurance Renewal
	
	1817.93
	2733
	LGA 1972, s.111

	MiJan Ltd
	Internal Auditor Charge
	
	50.00
	2734
	A&AR 2003, SI2003/533 reg 9

	HACT
	Donation
	
	100.00
	2735
	LGA 1972, s.137

	Magpas
	Donation
	
	100.00
	2736
	LGA 1972, s.137

	Viking
	Stationery and Security Items
	
	163.21
	2737
	LGA 1972, s.226

	SLCC
	Practioners Guide – Book
	
	23.00
	2738
	LGA 1972, s.226

	CAPALC
	Annual Membership Renewal
	
	362.97
	2739
	LGA 1972, s.143

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	156.58
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	26.49
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for April  2015 
	
	£4,553.96
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour

Item 46
Correspondence - All other correspondence as per the file

Item 47
Items for June Meeting –Parish Plan, River Island, Village Hall frontage, Council Representatives to be decided, benches outside the Village Hall 

Items for future meetings - Playground inspection, Risk assessments, Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration

Meeting Dates 2015 

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 4th June

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 2nd July

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 6th August

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd September

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st October

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 5th November

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd December

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted






Date of notice – 30th May 2015
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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