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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 4th June 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Marilyn Russell




Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr John Fulcher
Mr Terry Rogers






CC Mr Steve Criswell, DC Mr Robin Carter

6 members of the public 



Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 48
Apologies for absence – Mr Alan Spackman, Mr Jeff Nicholls, DC Mr Mike Francis
Open Meeting
Item 49
Open Forum – A member of the public raised some comments regarding the bollards in Chapel Road.  These will not be removed as they form part of the accepted LHI bid.

Item 50
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there are still a number of dwelling, shed, garage and bicycle thefts in the area.  
Item 51
County Council and District Council Reports – DC Mr Robin Carter reported that there are some changes within the planning department and the main one being that the Parish Councils can get forewarning of upcoming plans via a weekly list that will be provided by DC Mr Carter if any plans are submitted for Earith.  This will allow the Parish Council to make representations before the plans are circulated so that they can get adequate information to enable them to make a more informed decision.

CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that Earith is not on the automatic system for street lights so the lights in Earith will not be switched off.  This is the current situation.  If anything changes then the residents will be informed.
(Close open Meeting)
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 52
Co-Option of new councillors – Council to vote on new Councillor Applications – The Chairman asked if there are any members of the public present who would like to be Councillors.  2 members of the public came forward:-


Mr Gavin Young is interested in joining the Council as he has been a life-long resident and wanted to do something to help the village.  


Mr James Woolstenholmes expressed an option to re-join the Council following his absence at the meeting in May whereby he failed to complete his acceptance of office paperwork.  Mr Woolstenholmes has previously been a Councillor and would like to continue.

The Chairman asked both parties to leave the Hall while the vote was cast.


Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that Mr Young should be Co-Opted onto the Council.  
Resolved – All in favour


Mrs Marilyn Russell proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that Mr Woolstenholmes should be Co-Opted onto the Council.  
Resolved – All in favour


The 2 new Councillors were asked to come back into the room and were informed of the decision and asked to join the Council at table.

New councillors to sign their acceptance of office and code of conduct forms and to join the Council
The Chairman asked the Council if item 65 – The Parish Plan could be moved forward as there were some members of the public present who had an interest in this item.  

Resolved - All agreed to move the item forward.

Item 65
Parish Plan – Working group to be assigned to this project – Councillors Mrs Marilyn Russell and Mr Terry Rogers have expressed an interest in moving this project forward and have asked for 
Page 10
members of the public to assist in completing the new Parish Plan for Earith.  CC Mr Steve Criswell will also lend a helping hand if needed.  Mr Bob Armit, Ms Wendy Oldfield and Mr Brian Burpitt have 
all agreed to work on this and Mrs Marilyn Russell will arrange the first meeting to help to move this forward.  A budget will be provided for any incidentals that may arise.  A new slot will be allocated within the representative reports for regular feedback.
Item 53
Councillor Responsibilities – nomination of Councillors to be representatives – The old list was circulated and changes were needed as 3 Councillors had left.


Mr John Fulcher opted to join the Finance Group and will help with Health and Safety and Risk Assessment


Mr Rogers will join the Planning Group and will become the Hanson Liaison


Mrs Marilyn Russell will join the Planning Group


Mr Jeff Nicholls will help with the Village Hall and will become a key holder.  He will also help with Rights of Way


Mr James Woolstenholmes will be the new Tree Warden along with Mrs Julie Seamark.  He will also help with the Allotments


Mrs Jenny Lloyd will help with the Village Pond and will be a School Representative


Mr Gavin Young will help with the Village Pond and will be a School Representative


The Clerk will assist Mrs Julie Seamark to help with the Parish Newsletter


Now that the skate park has been built it will come under Playing Fields and Mrs Julie Seamark will continue to help with this.
Item 54
New Councillor course to be decided – Group course or individual – The Council agreed that a group course would be beneficial as it would help all the Councillors. The course will be open to Bluntisham and Colne if they wish to attend.  The Clerk will organise this with CAPALC.
Item 55
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. The New Councillors signed their dispensation requests to discuss financial matters over their new term of office.  All dispensations granted by the Clerk.
Item 56
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  No declarations were made.
Item 57
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 14th May 2015

To sign minutes of Annual Parish meeting held on – 30th April 2015

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the minutes should be signed for the May Council meeting   Resolved - All in favour.

Miss Ann Brennan proposed and Mr James Woolstenholmes seconded that the minutes should be signed for the Annual Parish meeting   Resolved - All in favour
Item 58
Matters arising – None
Item 59
Planning – None
Item 60
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the recreation field lease for the play area has been finalised and this is why there are 2 invoices on the list of payments.  One invoice is in arrears for the period of time that the lease has been going through and the other invoice is in advance.  The skate park has been mentioned as a case study on the new HAGS SMP sales literature which has been publicised nationally via a pamphlet.  Feedback has been received via the Handyman that a new litter bin and picnic table are needed at the field and the Clerk will look into costings for these items.  The new gate will be installed shortly.  There has also been a near miss traffic incident involving younger children approaching the park.  The Clerk is to look into getting road signs, if possible, to warn of children crossing the road in this area.

The Council are also not able to get any help from the community workshop programme for improvements to the Causeway so the Council will look into some short term measures to help alleviate the problems experienced in this area whilst the County Council are looking into extending the cycleway project to include Earith.
Item 61
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – The Clerk read out a letter from the HCV Group asking to come and address the Council in July regarding some possible TROs and the environmental report.  The Clerk will invite them to speak in July.
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Rights of Way – The Clerk has received an email from a resident concerning a footpath on the High Street.  Councillor Woolstenholmes has already reported this particular footpath to the utility companies as it does affect the telegraph pole.  The Clerk is to contact Simeon Carroll from the rights of way team to see what can be done.
Allotments – Mr Ron Hodge has approached 2 residents concerning vacant plots and a further vacancy has arisen.  The Clerk will inform Mr Hodge.
Village Pond – no report
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – A new flat swing and cradle swing are needed at the pond play area.  The Clerk will obtain costs and get them changed hopefully before the inspection 
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report

Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Health and Wellbeing Group – no report

Saywell Charity – The Clerk has approached the trustees regarding a possible new bench for outside the Village Hall. No response received at present.
Skate Park – The Handyman is now cutting the grass within the recreation field play area and this area will be strimmed and maintained regularly
Item 62
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – The Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls visited Vermuyden and the home owner will carry out maintenance to the hedge.  Improvements have been made at Bridge End.  There is an overgrown hedge alongside 35 Greenfields and a visit will be arranged.   The Copper Beach Hedge along 193 Greenfields has been maintained.  Mr Terry Rogers reported another hedge that was overgrown and will report to the Chairman the house number for action to be taken.  The Chairman will talk to the homeowners at 152 Greenfields.  The Clerk has received an email from a resident quoting a number of areas that need visits and the Chairman will arrange to carry out the visits when Mr Nicholls returns from his summer break.
Item 63
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Car Parking is becoming a problem at Edwards Walk where cars are parking incorrectly in the parking area off Cooks Drove.  The Clerk will email the police to ask them to check this when they carry out their patrols.  Improvements to the car parks off Chapel Road and Darford would help residents to park correctly but both of these carparks need improving.  The Clerk will look into this.
Item 64
Play area inspections to be carried out on the 6th July at 10.30pm – Mr Ron Hodge will supervise these visits but Councillors Hudson and Woolstenholmes will also attend.
Item 65
Parish Plan – This item was moved to earlier on the agenda before item 53
Item 66
River Island – Recent problems with rubbish to be discussed and also placement of the ferry - The Clerk has been liaising with the home owner who will remove the rubbish from the River Island.  The intention in placing the wooden logs on the Island was for environmental reasons so that the insects could make homes in the logs.  It was never intended to be a dumping ground and as such the home owner is happy to remove the debris. The Clerk will contact the resident concerned to sort this out when the wild fowls have finished nesting.  The placement of the ferry is to be a further agenda item for discussion.  The Clerk is to contact Hansons to talk to them concerning the planting of reeds to help with soil erosion.
Item 67
Earith Village Hall frontage – Responses needed re maintenance work to be carried out - The Handyman has carried out some repairs to the roadway and this has proved to be very beneficial.  The Clerk will ask him to look at the more prominent areas of raised block paving along the village hall frontage so that these can also be repaired.

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Jenny Lloyd seconded that this can be done.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 68
Maintenance, removal and re-instatement of benches outside the Village Hall – The Clerk is looking into obtaining a bench via the Saywell Charity and the bench suppliers are happy to hold last year’s prices.
Item 69
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.666
	573.97
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7
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	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	479.37
	2740
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 6 @ £7.452
	44.71
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.452
	18.63
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	50.74
	2741
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE May 2015
	
	132.20
	2742
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2743
	LGA1953,s.4

	Earith Town Estate
	2 x recreation field lease
	
	1500
	2744
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Hunts DC
	Commercial waste removal Apr – Jun 2015
	
	49.40
	2745
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5.6

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	89.42
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	30.95
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for May  2015 
	
	£2,444.58
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour

Item 70
Correspondence – Electoral boundary review consultation now open until the 6th July. All other correspondence as per file
Item 71
Items for future meetings - Playground inspection, Risk assessments, Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, and Time Banking
Meeting Dates 2015 

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 2nd July

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 6th August

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd September

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st October

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 5th November

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd December

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted






Date of notice – 27th June 2015
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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