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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 2nd July 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Marilyn Russell




Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr John Fulcher
Mr Terry Rogers




Mr Alan Spackman

Mr Jeff Nicholls





Mr Gavin Young

Mr James Woolstenholmes





 DC Mr Robin Carter, DC Mr Mike Francis
15 members of the public 



Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 72
Apologies for absence – CC Mr Steve Criswell
Open Meeting
Item 73
Open Forum – Members of the HCV group gave a presentation on Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO’s) in Fenland Villages which highlighted 4 different areas to help alleviate through traffic along the A1123.  The HCV group is made up of 6 villages who will need to combine together to create a TRO application for all areas concerned.  The report is available both electronically and as a hard copy available from the Clerk.

Various members of the public asked questions concerning the TRO’s and also expressed concerns over speeding in the village.  The volunteer speedwatch group are trying to reform to help with the problem of speeding.  The Parish Plan is due to be re-instated and residents with concerns regarding speeding and other issues within the village can raise them during this consultation.  
Item 74
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there are still a number of dwelling, shed, garage and bicycle thefts in the area.  A resident asked why the Council did not have reports from the Countryside Watch.  The Council are not members of this group.  The Clerk will ask the Police why the Ecops reports do not match those of the Countryside Watch.
Item 75
County Council and District Council Reports – DC Mr Robin Carter reported that help is needed to highlight areas within the village that require weed spraying so that the District Council can adjust their schedules and make accurate budget proposals to cover the areas of grass cutting and weed spraying that is needed in Earith.  The HDC are carrying out a complete review of operations going forward.  The Council asked Mr Carter if he can chase up the repair to the Parrens Road signs.  Dc Mr Mike Francis did not have any other points to make.
(Close open Meeting)
(Open closed section of Meeting)

Item 76
New Councillors Course to be decided – The Clerk is trying to organise a course and dates for October the 10th, 17th and 24th were tabled as well as the 19th September.  The Councillors are to advise the Clerk if they can attend any of these sessions.  The Clerk is to obtain a format of the course outline to see if the remaining councillors can tailor a course for the newer members from their own experience.
Item 77
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations received
Item 78
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Councillors Mrs Jenny Lloyd, Mr Gavin Young and Mr Terry Rogers all declared an interest in agenda item 87.
Item 79
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 4th June 2015

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the minutes should be signed.

Resolved - All in favour.
Item 80
Matters arising – None
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Item 81
Planning – Application Reference – 15/00661/HHFUL – Single Storey Rear Extension – 86 High Street.  

The Council have received a letter of complaint regarding this application.  The Council discussed this application and voted to reject the proposal due to privacy concerns posed by the balcony.  The door leading to the flat roof also raised concerns on a structural basis.  It is not needed if a balcony is not developed within the application.

Mr Terry Rogers proposed and Mr Alan Spackman seconded that this proposal is rejected.


Resolved – All in favour


Application Reference – 15/00694/PMBPA – Change of use to residential – agricultural buildings North West of Briar Lodge, Colne Road, Earith


This application is outside of the dwelling footprint of the village.  The Council have not been provided with any information to support the change of use.  They are also not happy with the access to the site from the B1050.


Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this application is rejected.


Resolved – All in favour


Application Reference – 14/00728/ESF – Berry Fen Wind Farm – application withdrawn
Item 82
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the Clerk has received an invoice from Michael Murray Signs Ltd which needs to be added to the June payments schedule.

Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this should be included.


Resolved – All in favour


The Chairman reported that the footpath no 16 on the High Street leading to the River has been attended too and the Homeowner has been informed that they also need to cut back the foliage that is present on their property. 

The Clerk has negotiated for 2 “Children Crossing” signs to be installed close to the Cooks Drove entrance to the Recreation Field and the works to the gate and fence at the skate park have all been completed.


The telephone box outside the village hall is to be included in the repainting schedule that BT have and this could be anytime up to October.


The County Council grass cutting allowance is to stay the same as last year £860.73 and the Clerk has submitted the invoice and payment is expected shortly.


The block paved area outside the Village Hall has been attended to by the Handyman and the Council would like to thank him for his work in this area.  This work was carried out for Health and Safety reasons as the raised blocks were posing a possible trip hazard.


The Hedge at 17 School Road is causing visibility issues and the Clerk is contacting the estate agents regarding this as the house has now been sold.  The Clerk is to look into the 2011 enforcement order concerning this fence and hedge and report back to the agents.


A complaint has been received concerning anti social behaviour and broken glass at the recreation field.  The handyman was called out to attend to the glass.  The Police have been given car registration number plates so that action can be taken.  The resident concerned has also asked the Council if they are still looking into noise reduction levels for the MUGA pitch and the Clerk will make some further enquiries to be discussed at a further meeting.
Item 83
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – There will be a Road Safety meeting next week.
Rights of Way – Minnaars Footpath and the riverside bridle way need attending too. The Chairman will contact Mr Minnaar and the Clerk will contact the Environment Agency.
Allotments – 2 allotments have now been let and there are still some more available.  The Clerk will post a vacancy notice once Mr Hodge has finalised the number left to rent.
Village Pond – The grass is being cut very short in this area and spaces of Earth are now present.  The Clerk is to contact the contractor to ask him to raise his blades in this area.  Ms Hazel Lambert reported that she is having trouble locating some new resident ducks for the pond.
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – A new flat swing and cradle swing are being installed at the pond area and the Equipment Inspection is scheduled for the 6th July at 4pm at the Pond play area first.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – no report

Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Page 15

Health and Wellbeing Group – Mrs Marilyn Russell is hoping to incorporate this item into the Parish Plan
Saywell Charity – The Chairman reported that the next meeting is in September.  A request has been put to the Saywell Charity for a new bench outside the Village Hall but the Chairman is to change this to a request for a new bin at the Recreation Field.
Parish Plan – The first meeting is scheduled for the 9th July at the Village Hall and includes all the volunteers that came forward at the Parish Meeting.  CC Mr Steve Criswell will attend to provide support and advice.
Item 84
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – Several new areas for investigation have been noted and the Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls will make visits

27 Chapel Road, 28 Chapel Road, River View Cottage.  There is also a lot of overgrown Ivy in the Cooks Drove bus shelter and the Clerk will ask the Handyman to look into this.
Item 85
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – Car Parking is still a problem at Edwards Walk where cars are parking incorrectly in the parking area off Cooks Drove.  The Clerk will email the police again to ask them to check this when they carry out their patrols.  

The footpath from Chapel Road to the High Street Zebra crossing needs to be weed sprayed and cleared.  The Clerk will ask the Handyman to attend to this,

Item 86
HCV Group Report – Update regarding TRO’s and comments to be made – The Council discussed the TRO process and the application.  The Clerk will check to see if a group application for a number of sites can be made.  If all the HCV Councils combine to pay for the application and to arrange for relevant site maps etc to be collated then this should give the application a sound footing in the eyes of the County Council who will make the final decision.  Speeding is an issue and it does need to be addressed.  Earith Parish Council voted to provide their “in principle” support pending further investigations into costs etc.

Mr Jeff Nicholls proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that support should be given in principle.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 87
LHI Bid Meadow Lane – Proposals to be discussed – The proposal drawings were discussed by the Council who did not feel that they would help to alleviate the speeding issues experienced in Meadow Lane/Meadow Drove.  The Chairman asked the residents present to give their views and they concurred that white lines would not achieve anything and that more substantial speed reducing measures should be used such as possible speed humps on Colne Road near to the allotment entrance so that approaching traffic slows before it turns to Meadow Lane and perhaps closing off one of the traffic lanes as you enter Meadow Lane from Colne Road.  The Clerk is to contact the LHI Bid co-ordinator to ask for some different ideas that can be discussed.

Mr James Woolstenholmes proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that these proposals should not be accepted.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 88
LHI Bid Chapel Road – Second objection letter received – The Council felt that all of the concerns that have been raised by the homeowner have been covered in the first meeting that Mr Dimmock attended.  They do not have anything further to add.  The LHI bid was already in place in December and scheduled to go ahead.  The Parish Council acted on the guidance and advice of the County Council and all the recommendations had been made for Health and Safety reasons for all road users.
Item 89
Speedwatch Update – Comments from Amanda Mayes and Brian Robbins to be noted by Council – Amanda Mayes has emailed to say that the annual review of community speedwatch signs is under way and if there are no active speedwatch sessions being carried out then the signs will need to be removed.  Mr Brian Robbins, Police Speedwatch Co-Coordinator has said that he would like to work with the current speedwatch volunteers to make sure that official speedwatch sessions are being carried out in the village.  The Speedwatch volunteers do want to continue but they do have some concerns with the current police guidelines which they are hoping to iron out during a meeting on the 3rd July with the Police in the Village Hall.

The Parish Council would like to state that they will only support official speedwatch activity that is under the guidance and domain of the Police.  They will not interact with any other speedwatch providers other than official police trained and monitored teams.
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Item 90
Earith to Bluntisham Causeway Maintenance – quotes to be discussed – Three contractors were approached to offer tenders.  Only two contractors responded to the tender


Option 1 –To clear path of overgrown earth and debris £980.00



     To dig four trenches and fill with gravel for drainage £1040.00



      Total quote provided £2020.00


Option 2 - To clear path of overgrown earth and debris 

                   To dig four trenches and fill with gravel for drainage 


       Total quote provided £720.00

Mr James Woolstenholmes proposed and Miss Ann Brennan seconded that Option 2 is accepted.

Resolved – All in favour
Item 91 
Consultation on the revision of Cambridgeshire’s Strategy for Flood Risk Management – Open until the 14th July 2015 – The Clerk informed the Councillors of the online survey and advised them that this was more a personal view survey rather than a group one.  The Council will write a letter stating their view on flood issues experienced within the village for comment on this proposal.  The Clerk will outline a letter for the Chairman to agree for submission.
Item 92
Benches and tables at the recreation ground – additional items to be discussed – The Council discussed the need for additional seating and rubbish bins at the recreation field.  It was decided to order a further picnic table and litter bin.  A request will be made to the Saywell Charity for a litter bin.


Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded that the Clerk can place an order.


Resolved – All in favour
Item 93
Maintenance, removal and re-instatement of benches outside the Village Hall – Mr Terry Rogers proposed that the benches are structurally sound and only need cleaning up and repainting/staining.  The Clerk is to ask Mr Liggett if he can help with this item
Item 94
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.666
	573.97
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	479.37
	2746
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 6.5 @ £7.452
	48.44
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.452
	18.63
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	53.67
	2747
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE June 2015
	
	133.00
	2748
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2749
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting at Rec Play Area
	117.50
	
	
	OSA 1906, s.10

	MSP Services
	Village Hall block paving repairs
	185.00
	302.50
	2750
	LGA 1972, s.133

	K Fergusons Ltd
	Grass Cutting x 7 village and county areas
	
	1764.00
	2751
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Earith Timber Products
	Skate Park New Gate
	588.00
	
	
	OSA 1906, ss. 9&10

	Earith Timber Products
	Skate Park Wooden Fence
	474.00
	1062.00
	2752
	OSA 1906, ss. 9&10

	Hunts DC
	Election cost 2015
	
	165.00
	2753
	Representation of the people Act 1983

	Michael Murray Signs
	River Island and High Bridge signs
	
	450.00
	2754
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	72.87
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	24.03
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for June  2015 
	
	4,618.94
	
	


a) Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Terry Rogers seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour

Item 95
Correspondence – All correspondence as per file
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Item 96
Items for future meetings - Playground inspection, Risk assessments, Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, and Time Banking, River Island Ferry and letter to residents regarding notices on 
the Island, Contact Highways Team to see if a sign can be placed in the passing place at the entrance to Meadow Lane from Colne Road as this is currently being used as a parking space and is posing problems for traffic in this area.
Meeting Dates 2015 

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 6th August

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd September

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st October

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 5th November

Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd December

Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533 

email mpinkearithpc@aol.com
These minutes are unadopted






Date of notice – 25th July 2015
www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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