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Earith Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Held on Thursday 6th August 2015
Present – Councillors

Mrs Julie Seamark (Chairman)



Miss Ann Brennan (Vice Chairman)



Mr Keith Hudson




Mrs Marilyn Russell




Mrs Jenny Lloyd            



            
Mr John Fulcher
Mr Alan Spackman




Mr Jeff Nicholls






DC Mr Robin Carter, CC Mr Steve Criswell, Mr Josh Rutherford County Council Highways Officer
29 members of the public 



Mandy Pink – Clerk

Item 97
Apologies for absence – Mr Terry Rogers, Mr Gavin Young, Mr James Woolstenholmes, DC Mr Mike Francis
Open Meeting – 7.30pm
Item 98
Open Forum – Comments were made concerning speeding on the High Street – The High Street is an A road and has been downgraded from a strategic HCV transport route to a local route.  The Parish Council have asked if any residents wish to join the Speedwatch team and if they do they can contact the police co-ordinator Mr Brian Robins – Details can be obtained from the Clerk.  The Parish Council will look to make this a project for the next round of County Council Local Highways Initiative Bids (LHI) which will be open soon.

Mr Josh Rutherford gave a detailed description of the speed reduction measures highlighted for Meadow Lane/Drove which are part of the LHI Bid this year. Speed humps are determined by the width of the road and they need adequate lighting which is why speed bumps have not been proposed for this area as the road width is approximately 5.7m.  A resident asked if a give way junction can be incorporated on Meadow Drove to make vehicles stop before the Cooks Drove turn.  A safety audit will be carried out to determine if this is feasible.  Dragon’s teeth can be incorporated into the plans to make the speed limits on the road more visible to drivers.  A resident asked if part of the entrance junction to Meadow Lane could be closed off to make the entrance to Meadow Lane a single entrance rather than a dual one as at present.  The cost for this would far exceed the maximum £10,000 available for this project as this would be in the region of £30,000.  The Parish Council will be considering these comments at agenda item 106.

Many comments were raised concerning the rural exception housing proposal for land East of Hermitage.  Comments concerning inadequate parking, the road being unadopted/private, the houses are not similar in style to those already in this area, drainage is a problem at present so this will become worse if more houses are built on this site, access to the road is difficult at present and Cooks Drove is signposted as being unsuitable for HCV’s although it can be accessed for deliveries, road markings are poor and increased traffic will make manoeuvrability difficult, the local resident s do not want this development to go ahead as the area is overcrowded now and these new houses are squeezed in and do not conform to RIPBA standards.  These, along with many other comments, were made and the Parish Council will be discussing this at agenda item 105.
Item 99
Ecops Report – The Clerk reported that there are still a number of dwelling burglaries in the area along with an incidence of driving off without paying for petrol.  There are also a lot of online scams going around at present.
Item 100
County Council and District Council Reports – CC Mr Steve Criswell reported that he agrees with the speeding problems on the High Street and that they should be part of an LHI bid in the future.  He also confirmed that the High Street is a local freight route and not a strategic freight route.  The Willingham Road is on the schedule for patching when needed.  The Needingworth to Bluntisham cycleway will be continued when the discussions with land owners are finalised and will be funded from money from the new round of budgets.  It is hoped that this will be finished by the end of the year.

DC Mr Robin Carter reminded the Council that grass cutting is still being discussed at District level.  The Parrens Road signs have been reinstated and weed spraying has been carried out in the village.  He also pointed out that the houses earmarked for development are under a rural exception scheme which allocates these houses purely to people who have a very strong connection to Earith.  They will not be available for people on the general housing register and will never be sold to private individuals.
(Close open Meeting)

(Open closed section of Meeting) – 8.45pm

The Chairman requested that an additional item of planning is noted at agenda item 105.  Application 15/00661/HHFUL – Single Storey Rear Extension – 86 High Street
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Mr Keith Hudson proposed that this action be noted and Mrs Marilyn Russell seconded.

Resolved – All in favour

Item 101
Code of Conduct – Dispensation received and decisions granted. No dispensations received
Item 102
Councillors declaration of interest – The Chairman drew the Councillors attention to the legal requirement that all interests should be declared following the Code of Conduct Localism Act 2011 c7.s27(3)(b).  Mrs Jenny Lloyd declared an interest in item 106 and Miss Ann Brennan and Mr Keith Hudson declared an interest in item 105.
Item 103
To sign minutes of Parish Council meeting held on – 2nd July 2015

Mr Keith Hudson proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the minutes should be signed.

Resolved - All in favour.
Item 104
Matters arising – None
Item 105
Planning – Application Reference – 15/01015FUL – Rural Exception site – Development of eleven affordable houses and associated external works and parking – land east of 10 and 19 Hermitage Road, Earith – The Chairman read out a letter from a concerned resident.  The Council discussed the letter and all of the comments raised in the Open Forum.  They were concerned with the drainage on site and also the status of the unadopted/private Road.  They also discussed the make up of the houses and if they would fit in with the current properties. The increased traffic and construction traffic would pose a problem as road markings would need to be added to the junction with Meadow Way to aid vehicular movement.  Concerns were also raised regarding the current state of the road and what would happen if increased construction traffic uses the current road.  Will this be reinstated if works are agreed?  Also if the road is unadopted would the underground drainage and street lighting also be unadopted.  Who would be responsible for this maintenance? 


Mrs Jenny Lloyd proposed rejection of the application and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded.  

Resolved - All those eligible for voting agreed.


The Clerk is to advise rejection and request further information concerning a maintenance schedule and confirmation of the unadopted/private status of the road.
The Chairman reported that the Clerk had received some further amendments to the Application Reference – 15/00661/HHFUL – Single Storey Rear Extension – 86 High Street that was rejected at last month’s meeting.  The items that were objected to - namely the balcony and door leading to it have been removed.  The Clerk passed these comments to the planning group, along with the Chairman and they recommended acceptance of this application as they were able to make a quorum for voting purposes.  This item has therefore been added to the minutes for noting by the full Parish Council.
Item 106
LHI Bid Meadow Lane – Speed Reduction Proposals to be discussed – Further to the report given in 


the open forum by Mr Josh Rutherford the Clerk is to request an amended plan to show dragons teeth in Colne road just before the junction with Meadow Lane to visibly show vehicle users that the upcoming speed limit in Meadow Lane is 30mph.  A proposed give way road marking at Meadow Drove/Cooks Drove is to be looked into following a safety audit and the actual pinch point highlighted for Meadow Lane is to be moved so that it is alongside the back fence of number 6 Greenfields and does not impact on any driveways on Meadow Lane.  When the Council has received the amended plan they will then make a decision at the meeting on the 3rd September.
Item 107
Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported that the Clerk has been looking into ways of sound dampening the MUGA Pitch but has not had much luck finding out any information.  She will contact the installers to ask them for their advice.  The fence belonging to 17 School Road was the subject of an enforcement order in 2011 whereby the fence should have been cut down and angled for visibility.  The laurel hedge is now causing visibility issues and the owners will not cut this down.  The Clerk will pass on the information regarding the fence to the Estate Agents so that they can make the owner/new owner aware that the enforcement order was not followed correctly.  The Chairman would like to thank Mr James Woolstenholmes for watering the QDJ and WW1 trees. In his role as tree warden he has noticed some damage to the trunk of the QDJ tree where it has blown against the tree guard and lost some bark.  He has tied some rope around the trunk to support it and stop the tree blowing around in windy periods.  
The Clerk attended a Health and Safety course and there are many changes that need to be made to support the new regulations.
The Speedwatch signs have been removed as there are no longer any authorised Speedwatch sessions happening within the village.  They will be reinstated when new Speedwatch groups can be recruited and trained by the authorized Speedwatch co-ordinator.
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The Chairman is very disappointed that the parish news was not included within the Earith Echo in the format that it was provided to the Editor.  Miss Ann Brennan will look into this.


Finally, an error has been made with the payments for July as the correct payment for Village Hall Electricity supplied by British Gas should be £26.41 and not £24.03 as stated on the agenda.  This 
will make the final payment figure for all July payments £2621.43.  These changes will be minuted and the agenda will be changed to reflect this.
Item 108
Parish Council Representatives Report – 

Road Safety and HCV – Mr Jeff Nicholls reported that there was a Speedwatch/police meeting held at the Village Hall on 3rd July but sadly no compromises could be reached and the current Speedwatch sessions have now been stopped.  The community Speedwatch operates here signs have subsequently been removed from the village as they cannot remain if sessions are not held regularly. There was also a road safety meeting on the 14th July which focused on Speedwatch, accident rates, the HCV report and the 20mph Brake campaign.
Mr Jeff Nicholls also reported that there is to be a HCV meeting on the 19th August and he wanted to request that the County Council representatives from all the HCV group councils are invited to this meeting to discuss the TRO proposals.  He asked the Parish Council to give their full support to the suggestion to invite our County Councillor Mr Steve Criswell to the upcoming meeting.  Resolved – all in favour.  Mr Nicholls will report this request back to the HCV group.
Rights of Way – The Environment Agency are to cut back the riverside bridleway and Mr Minnaars is still to respond regarding the maintenance to the Minnaars Footpath.  The Chairman will follow this up.

Allotments – The Clerk reported that several plots need to be cleared so that they can be re-let and the handyman will liaise with Mr Ron Hodge to get this sorted out.
Village Pond – The Clerk reported that following the Safety Inspection Report she has arranged to have the trees and hedge maintained in the Pond Play Area.  
Recreation Field and Health and Safety – The Clerk has attended a Health and Safety Course and will table suggestions to the Council once these have been worked on.  Mr John Fulcher has agreed to help the Clerk with this task.
Hanson update – no report
Skeeles update – Applications for the current grant funding round have been added to the Earith Echo.
Earith Town Estate update – no report
PC Cluster Meetings – no report

Health and Well Being Group - Mrs Marilyn Russell reported that this is to be incorporated into the new parish plan discussions.

Saywell Charity – The Chairman reported that the next meeting is in September.  A request has been put to the Saywell Charity for a new bench outside the Village Hall but the Chairman is to change this to a request for a new bin at the Recreation Field.
Parish Plan – The first meeting has taken place and the group discussed renaming this as the community plan as this gives more emphasis on what the community wants from the village.  They have agreed to focus on things that can actually be achieved.  Social media such as Facebook and survey monkey are being looked into so that a wider number of views can be given.  A draft questionnaire has been collated and will be looked at over the coming meetings.  Rachel from Cambridge Acre will be invited to the next meeting along with County Councillor Mr Steve Criswell.
Item 109
Trees and Hedges to report for action to be taken – Several new areas for investigation have been noted and the Chairman and Mr Jeff Nicholls will make visits

187 Greenfields have overhanging bushes that need to be maintained and the Chairman will contact them.  

32 Greenfields also has a very overgrown hedge


23 Ashcroft also has overhanging brambles along the front


The ivy from inside the bus stop has been removed by the Handyman but there is a lot of overgrowing ivy on the top of the bus stop which is coming from 21 Darford so a visit will be made to ask for this to be removed.
Item 110
Drainage, Roads and Pavements – including advisory notes re car parking – reports for action to be taken – The problem of drainage was raised in the open forum at Hermitage so this will be looked into.  The Clerk will report this to the Highways Department

The grids in the middle of the pavement between no 60 High Street and the Waterhaven have grass growing out of them and the Clerk will contact the Highways Department about this.
Item 111
Maintenance, removal and re-instatement of benches outside the Village Hall – Mr Terry Rogers proposed that the benches are structurally sound and only need cleaning up and repainting/staining.  The Clerk contacted Mr Liggett but he is busy working on other projects so the Clerk has asked the 
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Handyman to look at this problem.  He has quoted a cost of £120 to rub down and re-stain both benches.

Mrs Marilyn Russell proposed and Mr Keith Hudson seconded that this should be accepted.  


Resolved – All in favour

Item 112
Playground Inspection Report – The Inspector was happy with both areas and they have been given a medium risk.  The items that were suggested for attention are being worked on such as maintenance to the trees and hedges at the pond.  Some remedial action to the skate park and repairs to the climbing feature and mushroom seat at the pond are also being looked into.
Item 113
Earith Parish Council Annual Return – External Auditors Report – The Clerk has received the 


Annual Report and all is satisfactory although an advisory note was added to the return to state that section 4 which is filled in by the Internal Auditor did not include the name of the audited body at the top of the page. The internal auditor has apologised for this oversight.
Item 114
Finance – a) Payments to sign off
	                  Payee
	Description
	
	£
	Chq
	Powers

	Mrs K M Pink
	Clerks Wages 42 hrs. @ £13.666
	573.97
	
	
	LGHA1989,s.7

	
	Clerks Expenses
	  25.00
	
	
	LGA 1963, s.5

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	479.37
	2755
	

	Mrs C Shook
	Caretaker hours 8 @ £7.452
	59.62
	
	
	LGA1972,s.133

	xx
	Booking Clerk 2.5hrs  @ £7.452
	18.63
	
	
	LGHA 1989,s.7

	
	Total Less Tax
	
	62.65
	2756
	

	Inland Revenue
	PAYE July 2015
	
	135.20
	2757
	LGA1972,s.112-119

	Mr M S Pink
	Parish Handyman – self-employed monthly contract
	
	100.00
	2758
	LGA1953,s.4

	MSP Services
	Grass Cutting at Rec Play Area
	
	87.50
	2759
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Michael Murray Signs Ltd
	Various signs for the skate park
	
	180.00
	2760
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Seagrave Inspection Services
	Playground Inspections x 2
	
	196.80
	2761
	OSA 1906, s.10

	Isofast Ltd
	Glue for pond play area repair
	
	9.59
	2762
	OSA 1906, ss. 9&10

	J W Electrical
	Emergency lights in the village hall
	
	373.50
	2763
	LGA 1972, s.133

	Viking
	Stationery and stamps
	
	86.58
	2764
	LGA 1972, s.226

	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
	Single infant cradle seat – pond area
	
	154.94
	2765
	OSA 1906, s. 9&10

	PKF Littlejohn
	External Auditor Charge
	
	480.00
	2766
	LGA 1972, s.226

	Hunts DC
	Commercial Waste Removal Jul-Sept
	
	49.40
	2767
	Litter Act 1983, ss5,6

	White Plumbing
	Repair to Boiler Room Stat
	
	60.00
	2768
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	Bell Brush
	Litter picking equipment rubbish bags etc.
	
	48.78
	Debit card
	Litter Act 1983, ss,5,6

	Information Commissioners Office
	Renewal of data protection registration
	
	35
	Debit card
	LGA 1972, s.288

	Tesco 
	Mobile phone monthly rental
	
	12.50
	DD
	LGA 1972 s.133

	CNG
	Village Hall Gas monthly charge
	
	43.21
	DD
	LGHA 1972, s.133

	British Gas
	Village Hall Electricity
	
	26.41
	DD
	LGHA1972,s.133

	
	Total Spend for July  2015 
	
	£2621.43
	
	


a) Mr Alan Spackman proposed and Mr Jeff Nicholls seconded that the payments should be signed off. 
Resolved – All in Favour

Item 115
Correspondence – All correspondence as per file.  The Clerk has received a request from the County Council to agree the pathways that need to be cut.  The Council considered the pathways in the village that belong to the County Council and they agreed that all are maintained.
Item 116
Items for future meetings - Risk assessments, Village Hall Floor, WW1 Commemoration, and Time Banking, River Island Ferry
Mrs Mandy Pink – Clerk 07717 207 533





Meeting Dates 2015 

Email mpinkearithpc@aol.com


       Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd September

These minutes are unadopted 



Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 1st October

Meeting closed at 10.15pm     



         Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 5th November

Date of notice – 15th August 2015


         Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 3rd December

www.earithparishcouncil.co.uk
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