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Earith Parish Council Biodiversity Policy  
Policy Statement 

Earith Parish Council is committed to promoting biodiversity in its activities and recognises its 
responsibility to encourage and protect the natural environment. 

Background 

Under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 S40, there is a duty on public 
authorities in England, including Parish Councils, to have regard to conserving biodiversity as part of 
their policy or decision making. This was further strengthened by the Environment Act 2021 S102(3), 
so public authorities must now consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity in 
England. This means a public authority must: 

• Consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity. 
• Agree policies and specific objectives based on their considerations. 
• Act to deliver polices and achieve objectives. 

Biodiversity refers to the variety of life on earth1. Biodiversity is everywhere: in gardens, fields, 
hedgerows, mountains, rivers, and the sea. 

The Local Area 

Earith Parish is a rural village, with a range and number of natural areas, including hedges, ditches, 
farmland, allotments, trees, flood fens and rivers. 

Parish Council responsibilities 

The Parish Council owns the following land and buildings: 

• Earith Village Hall (Car Park leased to HDC) 
• Allotments Colne Road 
• ECA Field 
• Village Green 
• Earith Memorial 
• Earith Pond 
• Part of Earith High Bridge 

The Parish Council is also responsible for the grass, hedge and shrub cutting of its open space/grass 
areas.  The Parish Council also cut the grass for some County Council owned grass areas within the 
Village and this is financed via a yearly grant. 

Parish Council Memberships 

Campaign for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) 
Great Ouse Valley Way Trust 
 
Earith Parish Council have been members of these organisations for many years and regularly receive 
updates and information on projects.  The Earith Echo regularly includes updates from the RSPB and it 
is hoped that the inclusion of these articles will encourage Earith residents to think about biodiversity.  

 
1 As defined in ‘Biodiversity 2020: a strategy of England’s wildlife and ecosystems’ by DEFRA 
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What the Parish Council will do 

• Consider the impact of biodiversity in the decisions made through the Parish Council, 
including when commenting on planning applications. 

• Look to reduce the use of pesticides and herbicides used on Parish Council owned land whilst 
considering alternative methods of controlling unwanted weeds and maintaining grassed areas 

• Review how it manages land which may include but is not limited to: 
- Leaving standing and fallen dead wood as a habitat for invertebrates where appropriate. 
- Leaving leaf litter and dead vegetation wherever possible as a habitat for invertebrates. 
- Removing invasive and non-invasive species that are detrimental to native flora or fauna as 

appropriate. 
• Balance the shrub/hedge cutting that takes place once or twice a year to ensure 

shrubs/hedges do not encroach on footpaths and passageways. Cutting is to take place 
outside of the bird nesting season.  If needed for Health and Safety reasons, then this will be 
acted upon immediately. 

• Look to promote biodiversity via the Earith Echo. 
• Work with other Local Authorities and support the biodiversity policies of the higher tiers of 

Government in our area. 

 

Earith Parish Council prepared and adopted a Climate Change Statement in March 2020 and strive to 
work with this in mind in all aspects of its operation. 


